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Using Commas I

Commas make sentences easier to understand because they signal a pause or a
separation between sentence parts. 

Use commas to separate three or more items in a series.

No one knows whether Bigfoot is a man, a myth, or a monster.

Use a comma to show a pause after an introductory word.

No, Bigfoot has never been captured.

Use a comma after two or more prepositional phrases at the beginning of a
sentence.

Despite years of searching, no one has gotten close to Bigfoot.

Use commas to set off words that interrupt the flow of thought in a sentence.

That doesn’t mean, however, that people will stop trying.

Use commas to set off names used in direct address.

Bethany, what would you do if you saw Bigfoot?

! Exercise 1 Add commas where needed. Write C if the sentence is correct.

Bigfoot has thick fur, wide shoulders, and huge feet.

1. Most people, naturally,would love to see Bigfoot.

C 2. James, do you think you’d be afraid?

3. No,Dr. Rico, I’d shake his hand.

C 4. Some people, of course, think that Bigfoot is just a man dressed in an ape suit.

C 5. People in the Himalayas tell stories of a creature called yeti.

C 6. Yes, the yeti is similar to Bigfoot.

7. “Wild men” have also been seen in Nepal, China,and Australia.

C 8. The beast is called a yowie in Australia.

9. Most strange creatures, fortunately, are seen in unsettled areas.

C 10. No one, I think, has sighted a Bigfoot on a subway train.
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11. Have you ever heard of the Loch Ness monster, Juan?

12. Loch Ness, of course, is in Scotland.

13. On a map of Scotland,you’ll see that Loch Ness is huge.

C 14. It is also, some people feel, deep enough to hide a monster.

15. Beth, Lauro,and Heather wrote a report on Loch Ness.

16. They decided, I believe, that the creature doesn’t exist.

C 17. However, no one believed rumors about the Komodo dragon, either.

18. On a remote island in Indonesia, many Komodo dragons were found.

19. Modern scientists, it seems, are searching Loch Ness.

C 20. The truth about the creature is hard to pin down, however.

21. As a matter of fact,some people think that a prehistoric animal survives in

Loch Ness.

22. The beast, it appears, looks like the plesiosaur.

23. The plesiosaur, if you’ll remember,was a water reptile whose limbs looked like

paddles.

24. Could it be, Juan, that this ancient animal is not really extinct?

25. In the movies and on television,prehistoric animals are often seen.

C 26. In 1938 a coelacanth was caught off the South African coast.

27. This fish, it was thought,had been extinct for 70 million years.

C 28. Do you conclude, Dr. Rico, that other prehistoric animals may yet be found?

C 29. Yes, I believe that the world holds many surprises.

30. Besides, there are many unexplored areas of the world.

31. Believe it or not,scientists frequently find new species of life.

C 32. In the Amazon, I read somewhere, there is a bird whose chicks have claws on

their wings.

33. Well,a prehistoric bird also had claws on its wings.

34. Nevertheless, this does not mean that anyone will find a dinosaur.
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