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An American Plague Week 2                                                                                                                        
from “Our Heroes” Unit 4  

 

Close Read 

• Watch the Introduction to the selection again (optional). 

• Complete the online Vocabulary activity.  In the “Sample Sentence” 
column, you must write your own sentences with enough detail to show 
that you understand the meaning of the words.  Remember that all 
sentences begin with capital letters and end with punctuation! 

NON-EXAMPLE:  You should be careful of bacteria because it’s everywhere! 

This sentence doesn’t help the reader understand what bacteria actually is. 
Let’s add more details to the sentence so that its meaning is very clear. 

 

EXAMPLE:  By washing your hands frequently, you can reduce your risk of 
coming into contact with the bacteria that spread diseases.  

The details added to this sentence show that bacteria are invisible germs 
that can be found just about anywhere. 

 

• Read the selection “An American Plague” a second time.  As you re-read, 
add more annotations.   Focus on Use your annotation tool (or highlighter 
and pen) to jot down notes about how the doctors respond to cases of the 
illness and how they make their decisions. 

 

• Write (following are detailed instructions and support) 
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Writing Prompt 

 

THINK ABOUT THIS:  One way of demonstrating your understanding of the main or central idea 
of an informational text like “An American Plague” is to generate a new form of writing, such as 
a narrative, that weaves the central idea and important details learned from the informational 
passage. 

WRITING PROMPT:  Write a 3-paragraph journal entry from Dr. Rush's point of 
view, composed on August 19. Describe your patient, your diagnosis, and your 
plan to combat the current wave of sickness in Philadelphia. Use details from the 
text to make your journal entry authentic and to ensure that it conveys the 
central or main idea of the text. 

 

Prewriting 

Jot down answers to the following questions. 

Fill in the blanks to complete the statement on the main or central idea of “An American 
Plague”: 

 

Yellow Fever was a ______________________________________________ and doctors did not 

know ________________________________________________________________________.  

 

List some of the details that show that the plague was deadly and mysterious: 
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Building Your Journal Entry 

Use the graphic organizer below to organize and build your journal entry. 

 

FIRST PARAGRAPH 

Describe the patient. Offer 
details that show the extent 
of her suffering and that  
capture the worry and panic 
overtaking the city. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND PARAGRAPH 

Describe your diagnosis of 
the patient. Base it on the  
medical science available  
at that time. Sound like  
a doctor!  
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THIRD PARAGRAPH  

Describe your “a ha!” 
moment. What is your 
plan to combat this plague  
sweeping through  
Philadelphia? Try to explain 
your logic/decision-making 
process. Record your  
feelings at having different  
(or new) ideas about the  
nature of the sickness. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revising Your Journal Entry 

1) Check to see that you have included as many descriptive details as possible. Are there others 
that could be added? 

2) Re-read your draft for authenticity. Do you sound like a doctor from 1793? Does your journal 
entry have the right tone? If not, what words or phrases could you add or change? 

3) Is the date clearly visible at the top of your entry? 

 

Writing the Final Draft  

Following your graphic organizer, type the final draft of your paragraph in the “Response” box 
provided in the Close Read assignment online.  

Proofread for typing/spelling errors! 
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With teacher permission, you may type your paragraph as a Google or Word Doc (then print 
and hand in to your teacher), or write it by hand. Your teacher will let you know if you are 
encouraged to make the diary entry look vintage or antique. 

 

 

	


