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Apollo 13: Mission Highlights Week 1                                                                                                                        

from “In Pursuit”  

 

Before You Read 

Glossary of Terms 
Refer to these words and definitions to help you understand the introduction and the text. 

WORD OR IDIOM 
 

DEFINITION 
 

lunar related to the moon 

highland an area of high or mountainous land 

command module the detachable control portion of a spacecraft 

crammed forced into a space that is too small 

lunar module a small craft used for traveling between the moon's surface and the orbiting 
spacecraft 

depleted used up, emptied, finished 

potential something that could happen in the future 

formidable causes fear due to size, power, intensity 

suffice enough, meets the needs of 

devised planned, invented 

catastrophe disaster 

spontaneously unplanned, impulse 

jettisoned dropped overboard to lighten the weight 

 

 

Background Research Activity 

	
After you have read the excerpt from "Apollo 13: Mission Highlights," conduct brief research on the 
Internet to help build your knowledge about missions to space. 
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Question Answer Based on Research 

What are some of the dangers 
that astronauts face when 
traveling into space? 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What details support your 
research? 

 

 

 

 
 

 	

 

 

Focus on Vocabulary: Multiple-Meaning Words 

Some words have one or more meanings.  We can determine the correct definition of such 
words based on their context (how they are used in a sentence).  In the activity below: 

a) Read the word as it is used in the text.   
b) Circle the definition that matches the word as it is used in the context of the story. 
c) Write a new sentence with the work using the same part of speech. 

 
Word Context Which Definition? New Sentence 
venting “We are venting 

something out into 
the—into space,” he 
reported.  Jack Lousma, 
the CapCom, replied, 
“Roger, we copy you 
venting. 

(v.) allowing a gas or 
liquid to pass out of a 
confined space 
 
(n.) releasing a strong 
emotion or energy 

 
 
 
 
 
 

batteries "Power was also a 
concern.  There were 
2181 ampere hours in 
the LM batteries.”   

(n.) a fortified 
emplacement for 
heavy guns 
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(n.) a container used 
as a source of power 

 
 
 
 

procedure “Ground controllers 
carefully worked out a 
procedure where the 
CM batteries were 
charged with LM 
power.” 

(n.) established ways 
of doing something 
 
(n.) surgical 
operations 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

First Read 

Annotations 

Read “Apollo 13: Mission Highlights” (online and/or in the workbook).  As you read, 
annotate the story.  Use the annotation tool (online) or a highlighter and pen/pencil in the 
printed text.  The following Annotation Guidelines will help you annotate the excerpt. 

r Highlight at least one sentence that refers to the time frame Apollo 13 was 
peaceful and in no danger. 

r Highlight the key details about the sequence of events from the first oxygen tank 
explosion to the astronauts' moved from the larger space into the LM. 

r Highlight the key details that refer to what the crew of Apollo 13 experienced 
while Ground Control was figuring out how they would get home safely. 

r Highlight the key details about the astronauts' experiences in Apollo 13. 

r Highlight vocabulary words and explain what you think the words mean based on 
how they are used in the text. 

r Highlight any additional unfamiliar vocabulary. Use the annotation tool to make 
predictions about the meaning of these unfamiliar terms. 
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Think Questions  

Write answers to Think Questions 1-5 (preferably in the online assignment, or in the book if 
directed).  

How to Find the Evidence  

Use the tips in the chart below to help you look for evidence in the text to answer 
the Think questions.  
 

Question         TIP! 

1. How do you know Apollo 13 was a spacecraft? 

2. How do all of the new words help you to understand the text, or how do they make it 
more difficult? How? Find examples of specific words. 

3. Does the use of the technical words make the story more believable? How? Find 
examples of specific words. 

4. What happened that made the astronauts aware that there was any danger? 

5. What did the crew mean when they stated they were "bored to tears"? 

 

How to Write Exemplary Responses 

Below is a model response to Question 2.  Copy the answer in the space provided 
online or on your paper. Note the qualities of a complete and well-written response 
as you type/write it.  Then try to model your other responses after this on in terms 
of quality and completeness. 

 

Question #2:  What is the impact of technical language on the tone of the text? Cite specific 
evidence from the text to support your answer. 

 
Sample Answer: The technical language used in the text, such as 
“CapCom,” “CM,” and “LM,” gives the text an air of authority and an 
objective tone that contributes to its scientific (or technical) 
believability. 
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Skill Lessons 

#1: Technical Language 

• Watch the accompanying VOLT available online at: 
http://elaessentials.weebly.com/7th-grade.html 

• Complete the separate Skill Lesson: Technical Language activity sheet. 
• Complete and submit the online Skill Lesson on Technical Language which includes 3 

components: 

§ Watch the Skills Concept Definition video 

§ Skim over the Model  

§ Do the “Your Turn” Activity  
 

#2: Greek and Latin Affixes and Roots 

• Watch the accompanying VOLT available online at: 
http://elaessentials.weebly.com/7th-grade.html 

• Complete the separate Skill Lesson: Greek and Latin Affixes and Roots activity sheet. 
• Complete and submit the online Skill Lesson on Greek and Latin Affixes and Roots 

which includes 3 components: 

§ Watch the Skills Concept Definition video 

§ Skim over the Model  

§ Do the “Your Turn” Activity  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


