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Apollo 13: Mission Highlights Week 2                                                                                                                        
from “In Pursuit”  

 

Close Read 

 

• Watch the Introduction to the selection again (optional). 

 

• Complete the online Vocabulary activity.  In the “Sample Sentence” 
column, you must write your own sentences with enough detail to show 
that you understand the meaning of the words.  Remember that all 
sentences begin with capital letters and end with punctuation! 

NON-EXAMPLE:  Their energy was depleted. 

What does “depleted” actually mean in the above sentence?  High?  Low?  
Good?  Bad?  Let’s add more details so that the meaning of the vocabulary 
word is much clearer.  

 

EXAMPLE:  The teenagers’ energy was depleted after their five-hour hike to 
the top of the waterfall and back. 

The details added to this sentence suggest that the teen’s energy would be 
drained after engaging in a long and difficult hike.  

 

• Read the excerpt from Apollo 13: Mission Highlights a second time.  As you 
re-read, add more annotations.   Focus on specific technical language that 
helps you understand the problems that the spaceship experienced and the 
response of Mission Control and the astronauts to those problems.  Use 
your annotation tool (or highlighter and pen) to jot down notes about 
these.  
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• Write (following are detailed instructions and support) 

 

Writing Prompt 

 

THINK ABOUT THIS:  The words “success” and “failure” are polar opposites.  But 
what if we put them together?  What would the term “successful failure” mean to 
you?  

WRITING PROMPT:  Apollo 13 crew member Jim Lovell later described Apollo 13 
as a “successful failure.”  Based on your reading of the text, do you agree or 
disagree with this assessment?  Write a four-paragraph essay in which you 
develop an argument to support your answer to this question.  Be sure to cite 
relevant examples from the excerpt in your essay. 

Your essay must: 

• Develop an argument 
• Support your ideas with textual evidence  
• Use transitions to clarify relationships among your ideas 
• Use precise technical language to describe the mission’s failures and 

successes 
• Establish a formal style  
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Prewriting 

 

Summarize the Text 
 
Circle the best sentence that summarizes each group of paragraphs in "Apollo 13: Mission Highlights."  This 
can help you organize your essay.  Use it as a step-by-step guide for building your argument of whether or 
not “Apollo 13” should be called a “successful failure.” 
 

Paragraphs Summary 

1-3  Apollo 13's first oxygen tank blew up, which then caused the second oxygen tank to fail.  
 
Apollo 13's crew experienced a quiet voyage until catastrophe struck with the explosion of 
oxygen tank No. 2.  

3-8  Lovell warned Houston of the problem, which set in motion a plan to get the crew home 
safely.  
 
The oxygen in tank No. 1 kept drifting down, which was cause for concern and posed a 
danger to the crew.  

9-14  It was decided that the crew would go into the emergency hatch, LM, as there were enough 
essentials to get them back to Earth safely.  
 
Water was the main consumable concern, but it was estimated there was five hours worth 
left.  

15 - 18  The crew's biggest discomfort was the cold; they landed safely in the Pacific Ocean.  
 
The chances of short circuits caused apprehension, but safeguards helped to eliminate the 
chance of fire.  

 

	

Building Your Essay 

Use the graphic organizer that follows to organize and build your paragraph. 
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INTRODUCTION 

HOOK (a general statement about Apollo 13 or space travel to get readers into your essay): 

 

 

INTRODUCE TEXTS (present title of text in a complete sentence [author is not available]): 

 

THESIS (your answer to the underlined question in the writing prompt above):  

 

 

 

FIRST BODY PARAGRAPH 

For starters, it is evident from the passage that Mission Control ___________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________, 

and this is a primary reason that Apollo 13 should/should not be considered a “successful  

failure.” 

Example from text in your own words (explain in a lot of detail) 

For example, ___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Explain the evidence & how it supports your answer 

Because of this, _________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 
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Another example from book (provide a quotation) 

In addition, the authors state that __________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Explain the evidence & how it supports your answer 

This means that ________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

All of these examples prove that (return to topic [first] sentence of paragraph): _____________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

 

 

SECOND BODY PARAGRAPH 

In addition to Mission Control’s role in the crisis, the three astronauts aboard Apollo 13  

also contributed to the mission’s status as/or/as not being a “successful failure” by__________ 
_________________________________________________________ and ________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Example from text in your own words (explain in a lot of detail) 

As an example, _________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Explain the evidence & how it supports your answer 

This moment in the mission was crucial because_______________________________________  



7th Grade Language Arts: Sem 1     Apollo 13: Mission Highlights 

	
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Example from book (provide a quotation) 

The text also points out that the astronauts __________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Explain the evidence & how it supports your answer 

This supports the mission as being/not being a successful failure since_____________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Altogether, the crew on board the contributed _______________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

 

CONCLUSION 

RESTATE THESIS (from Introduction) in slightly different words: 

 

 

 

CLOSE WITH A THOUGHTFUL STATEMENT OR NEW IDEA (related to the mission’s success, or 
success and failure in general):  
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Revising Your Essay 

1) Underline or highlight all the transitional words and phrases in the essay builder above (both 
those that are included in the organizer and any that you added in your own sentences).  Hint: 
there is a minimum of 8! 

2) Find at least 8 dull, overused, non-specific words in your writing (e.g., “things,” “good,” 
“bad,” “stuff,” “nice,” “it,” etc.)  Cross them out and replace them with precise words or 
phrases that are more descriptive and/or specific to the topic or example being discussed. 

3) Did you include enough technical language to recreate the events and atmosphere during 
the space voyage? 

4) Would you like to add additional examples to any paragraph or expand upon any of the 
evidence that you already included?  Do not feel limited by the essay builder.  However, essays 
must be text must be organized, purposeful, and clear. 

 

Writing the Final Draft  

Closely following your Paragraph Builders, type the final draft of your argumentative essay in 
the “Response” box provided in the Close Read assignment online.  

Proofread for typing/spelling errors! 

With teacher permission ONLY, you may type your paragraph as a Google or Word Doc (then 
print and hand in to your teacher), or write it by hand. 

	


