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 California Invasive Plant Inventory Week 2                                                                                                                        
from “Getting Along”     

Close Read 
 

• Watch the Introduction to the selection again (optional). 

 

• Complete the online Vocabulary activity.  In the “Sample Sentence” 
column, you must write your own sentences with enough detail to show 
that you understand the meaning of the words.  Remember that all 
sentences begin with capital letters and end with punctuation! 

NON-EXAMPLE:  At the store, we categorize the things on the shelves. 

This sentence is just ok; the student needs to add specific language and 
details to show exactly what categorizing is and when it might be needed. 

 

EXAMPLE: Once per quarter, the store workers must categorize all of the 
inventory in the storeroom in order to account for the exact number of sizes 
of all the garments and shoes that have not yet been sold.  

The improvements to this sentence show that the activity of categorizing 
involves putting something (like merchandise) into groups based on similar 
characteristics for a specific purpose (like counting,record keeping, etc.). 

 

• Read the public document “California Invasive Plant Inventory” a second 
time.  As you re-read, add more annotations.   Focus on the central ideas, 
descriptions, and technical language used in the report. Use your 
annotation tool (or highlighter and pen) to jot down notes about these.  

 

• Write (following are detailed instructions and support) 
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Writing Prompt 

THINK ABOUT THIS:  Writers make specific and deliberate choices about the content, language 
and structure of their text depending on who the audience will be and how they can best help 
readers to understand the topic. The California Invasive Plant Council is no exception. They 
wanted to clearly list and assess the impact on the environment of non-native invasive plants in 
California's ecosystems.  

WRITING PROMPT: What are “invasive plants,” and how are these non-native 
species threatening California’s wildlands and ecosystems? First, determine two 
central ideas in this report and look at their development over the course of the 
text. Then write a one-paragraph summary of the text, explaining the two central 
ideas and using textual evidence as support. Use as much technical language as 
possible in your response. 

NOTE:  This is a summary paragraph, so do not include your feelings, opinions, or 
judgment.  

 

Prewriting 

Jot down answers to the following questions. 

How have humans contributed to the spread of non-native plants? 

 

 

 

 

 

How does the California Invasive Plant Inventory help to prevent the spread of non-native 
plants? 
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How does the text structure help readers to better understand the topic? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building Your Paragraph 

Use the graphic organizer below to organize and build your paragraph. 

TOPIC SENTENCE:  The “California Invasive Plant Inventory” was developed in order to  _______ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________, and it can be useful to humans because ___________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ . 

FIRST DETAIL:  The document begins by describing the efforts of the council to _____________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

EXPLAIN WITH TEXTUAL EVIDENCE/DETAILS (INCLUDE IMPORTANT TECHNICAL LANGUAGE): 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________	

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

SECOND DETAIL:  Next, the document focuses on assessing the impact of __________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

on the ________________________________________________________________________. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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EXPLAIN WITH TEXTUAL EVIDENCE/DETAILS (INCLUDE IMPORTANT TECHNICAL LANGUAGE): 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________	

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

THIRD DETAIL:  Finally, land managers and policy makers can use the document to ___________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

EXPLAIN WITH TEXTUAL EVIDENCE/DETAILS (INCLUDE IMPORTANT TECHNICAL LANGUAGE): 

______________________________________________________________________________	

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________.   

CONCLUSION (CONNECT BACK TO TOPIC SENTENCE):  In brief, the “California Invasive Plant  

Inventory” identifies not only what _________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________, 

but also how ___________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

 

Revising Your Paragraph 

1) Underline or highlight all the transitional words and phrases in the paragraph builder above 
(both those that are included in the organizer and any that you added in your own sentences).  
Hint: 4 are given; you should provide at least 3 additional. 

2) Does your concluding statement give an overview of the challenges of human interaction 
with the environment as regards invasive plants in California?  

3) Does your summary include effective use technical language that is familiar to land managers 
and policy makers (the audience of the text)? 

4) Does your use of grammar, punctuation, and spelling help make your writing clear?  
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Writing the Final Draft  

Closely following your Paragraph Builder, type the final draft of your summary paragraph in the 
“Response” box provided in the Close Read assignment online.  

Proofread for typing/spelling errors! 

With teacher permission ONLY, you may type your paragraph as a Google Doc (then 
email/share or print and hand in to your teacher), or write it by hand. 

 

 

	


