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California Invasive Plant Inventory Week 1                                                                                                                        

from “Getting Along”  

 

Before You Read 

Glossary of Terms 
Refer to these words and definitions to help you understand the introduction and the text. 

WORD OR IDIOM 
 

DEFINITION 
 

displacing taking over the place; causing something to move from its proper or usual place 

waterways rivers, canals, or other routes for travel by water 

species a class of plants having the same characteristics 

habitat where certain plants live 

inventory categories plants divided into groups 

ecological impacts how they help or harm the environment 

criteria a rule 

ecosystems systems of organisms living in a community 

invasive harmful and quickly spreading 

 

First Read 

Annotations 

Read “California Invasive Plant Inventory” (online or in the workbook).  As you read, 
annotate the story.  Use the annotation tool (online) or a highlighter and pen/pencil in the 
printed text.  The following Annotation Guidelines will help you annotate the selection.  

r Highlight at least two sentences or passages that you have questions about. Enter your 
questions as annotations. 

r Highlight at least one passage that shows key ideas and details from the passage. 
r Highlight the sentences you have questions about and use the annotation tool to provide a 

brief description of your question. 
r Highlight a part of the text you would like to learn more about. Use the annotation tool to 

write a brief description of what you would research and why you would like to know more 
about the detail. 
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r Highlight vocabulary words and explain what you think the words mean based on how they 

are used in the text. 
 

 

Think Questions  

Write answers to Think Questions 1-5 (preferably in the online assignment, or in the book if 
directed).  

How to Find the Evidence  

Use the tips in the chart below to help you look for evidence in the text to answer 
the Think questions.  
 

Question         TIP! 

1. Find evidence in paragraph 1 that states what the California Plant Inventory does. 

2. In paragraph 16, find evidence that states what the inventory does not address. 

3. Find evidence in paragraph 11 that states the criteria and rating scale for invasive plants. 

4. In paragraph 1, find clues to help you determine the meaning of invasive. How do the context 
clues help you? 

5. In paragraph 1, find clues to help you determine the meaning of ecology. How do the context 
clues help you? 

 

How to Write Exemplary Responses 

Below is a model response to Question 3.  Copy the answer in the space provided 
online or on your paper. Note the qualities of a complete and well-written response 
as you type/write it.  Then try to model your other responses after this on in terms 
of quality and completeness. 

 

Question 3: 		

By recalling that "eco-" is a Greek combining form meaning "environment" or "habitat," that 
"-logy" is also a Greek combining form meaning "science," and that "-al" is a Latin suffix 
meaning "of," how can you use context clues and Greek and Latin roots and affixes to figure 
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out the meaning of ecological, as it is used in the first paragraph? Write your definition of 
"ecological" and tell how you figured out the meaning of the word. Then use a general or 
specialized print or digital dictionary to determine the precise meaning of this scientific 
term.  

Sample Answer: The first paragraph talks about the "ecological impacts" of each 
invasive plant that threatens California's wildlands, causing potential harm to 
habitats and changing the environment. Based on clues in the sentence and the 
structure of the word, readers can infer that "ecological" means "the science of 
habitats or the environment." This inferred definition is confirmed in an online 
science dictionary that gives the precise meaning of "ecological" as "the branch of 
science that concerns the relation of living organisms to one another and to their 
environment." 

 

Skill Lessons 

#1: Central or Main Idea 

• Watch the accompanying VOLT available online at: 
http://elaessentials.weebly.com/7th-grade.html 

• Complete the separate Skill Lesson: Central or Main Idea handout. 
• Complete and submit the online Skill Lesson on Central or Main Idea, which includes 

3 components: 

§ Watch the Skills Concept Definition video 

§ Skim over the Model  

§ Do the “Your Turn” Activity  
 

#2: Technical Language 

• Watch the accompanying VOLT available online at: 
http://elaessentials.weebly.com/7th-grade.html 

• Complete the separate Skill Lesson: Technical Language handout. 
• Complete and submit the online Skill Lesson on Technical Language which includes 3 

components: 

§ Watch the Skills Concept Definition video 

§ Skim over the Model  

§ Do the “Your Turn” Activity  
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