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Civil War Journal Week 1                                                                                                                        

from “The Civil War” Unit                                                                                         

 

Before You Read 

Glossary of Terms 
Refer to these words and definitions to help you understand the introduction and the text. 

WORD OR IDIOM 
 

DEFINITION 
 

semi-autobiographical  partly about the writer's own experiences  

authored  wrote  

documented  wrote down; recorded  

company an organized group of soldiers 

Spartan brave and self-disciplined 

reproach strong disapproval 

pestilence a disease that causes many people to die 

 

Build Background 
To build knowledge for your reading, research an aspect of the Civil War or author Louisa 
May Alcott’s life on the Internet. Choose from:  1) Civil War nurses  2) Louisa May Alcott 
3) Women in the Civil War 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The topic I am researching is: _______________________________________________________________ 

One question I have about this topic is: _______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

The answer I found is: _____________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Writing a Summary 

 
Read the entry for April 1861. The more important details are underlined.  
 

April. [1861]—War declared with the South, and our Concord company went to 
Washington. A busy time getting them ready, and a sad day seeing them off, for in a 
little town like this we all seem like one family in times like these. At the station the 
scene was very dramatic, as the brave boys went away perhaps never to come back 
again. 
 
I've often longed to see a war, and now I have my wish. I long to be a man, but as I 
can't fight, I will content myself with working for those who can. . .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some facts I learned from my research: 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

4. 

Which details from the entry are about the soldiers leaving?  

"______________________________________________________________." 

"______________________________________________________________." 

"______________________________________________________________." 

Which details from the entry are about the writer’s desire to help? 

"______________________________________________________________." 

"______________________________________________________________." 
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Fill in the blanks to write a summary of this journal entry. 

 

 

 

 

First Read 

Annotations 

Read “Civil War Journal” (online or in the workbook).  As you read, annotate the story.  Use 
the annotation tool (online) or a highlighter and pen/pencil in the printed text.  The 
following Annotation Guidelines will help you annotate the selection.  

r Highlight at least two sentences or passages that you have questions about. 
Enter your questions as annotations.  

r Highlight at least one passage that connects with something you already know 
and use the annotation tool to explain the connection.  

r Highlight the details that tell you what kind of a person Louisa May Alcott is. Use 
the annotation tool to explain what these details tell you about Alcott.  

r Highlight the months and days that are the headings of each journal entry. Then 
highlight one or two important events in each entry. Use the annotation tools to 
explain why you highlighted two or three of these events. For example, "War is 
declared." Annotation: This is important because it is the reason Louisa goes to 
nurse wounded soldiers.  

r Highlight vocabulary words and explain what you think the words mean based 
on how they are used in the text.  

r Highlight any additional unfamiliar vocabulary. Use the annotation tool to make 
predictions about the meaning of these unfamiliar terms.  

r Highlight two examples in the text that shows how Alcott feels about her 
experiences. Use the annotation tool to explain your reaction to her 
experiences.  

 

 

Think Questions  

Write answers to Think Questions 1-5 (preferably in the online assignment, or in the 
workbook if directed).  

In April 1861, Alcott watches soldiers from Concord ________________________________ 

_____________________________________ and decides that she will_________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________. 

	



8th Grade Language Arts: Sem 2     Civil War Journal 

	
How to Find the Evidence  

Use the tips in the chart below to help you look for evidence in the text to answer the Think 
questions.  
 

Question         TIP! 

1. Look for sentences in the April [1861] and September, October [1862] entries that tell you 
how Louisa felt about the war. 

2. Why does Louisa think it would make the winter less hard for her family if she is away? 

3. What details in the entry under January [1863] tell you Louisa finds her work hard? What 
details tell you she also takes pleasure in her work? 

4. When Louisa calls her mother a Spartan woman, when it her mother doing? What does 
this tell you about what Spartan means? 

5. In the entry for Mon 4 th, why does Louisa open the doors and windows? What are the 
reasons she gives for calling the house a pestilence box? What does this tell you about 
the meaning of pestilence? 

 

How to Write Exemplary Responses 

Below is a model response to Question 4.  Copy the answer in the space provided online or 
on your paper. Note the qualities of a complete and well-written response as you 
type/write it.  Then try to model your other responses after this one in terms of quality and 
completeness. 

 

Question: Use context to determine the meaning of the word Spartan as it is used in Civil 
War Journal. Write your definition of Spartan here and tell how you found it.  

 
Sample Answer: The word "Spartan" is capitalized, so it looks to be a proper 
noun. But in this case, Louisa May Alcott uses the word an as adjective to 
describe her mother, who she refers to as "the Spartan woman." She goes 
on to describe her mother as "smiling bravely" until Louisa turns the corner 
and leaves for Georgetown. So, Spartan must mean someone who is brave 
and strong. 
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Skill Lesson 

#1: Informational Text Structure 

• Watch the accompanying VOLT available online at: 
http://elaessentials.weebly.com/8th-grade.html 

• Complete the separate Skill Lesson: Informational Text Structure activity sheet. 
• Complete and submit the online Skill Lesson on Informational Text Structure which 

includes 3 components: 
§ Watch the Skills Concept Definition video 
§ Skim over the Model 
§ Do the “Your Turn” activity 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


