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Lesson 46

Conjunctions

A conjunction is a word that joins single words or groups of words in a sentence.
The most common conjunctions—and, but, and or—are called coordinating
conjunctions. Coordinating conjunctions can be used to connect individual
nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, phrases, or clauses.
Place a comma before the conjunction in a compound sentence.

We scoured and scrubbed the kitchen sink.
Simon is very relaxed or very lazy.
I have recovered, but my sister is still sick.

Correlative conjunctions are pairs of words used to connect words or phrases in a
sentence. Correlative conjunctions include both . . . and, either . . . or, neither . . .
nor, and not only . . . but also.

Both Wanda and Emily are right-handed.
Neither the coach nor Ms. Thomas is left-handed.

! Exercise 1 Circle each coordinating conjunction. Underline the words it connects.

I was thrilled and excited when I heard your news.

1. Maureen or Margaret could help you.

2. Give these packages to him and her.

3. Broad Street runs east and west.

4. I really want to stay home, but my mom says I have to go.

5. The water was cool and clear.

6. Did you travel by plane or by car?

7. We drove over a bridge and through a tunnel.

8. William hemmed and hawed before he answered the question.

9. The flowers smell fresh and delicate.

10. We can write Mandy a letter tonight, or we can call her tomorrow.

11. Was Washington or Jefferson the first president?

12. The Rockies are in the West, and the Alleghenies are in the East.
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13. This package came for you and me.

14. Would you like milk or water?

15. Are you sure of your answer, or do you need some time to think?

! Exercise 2 Underline each coordinating or correlative conjunction.

Both Jackson and Austin are state capitals.

1. Either Danielle or Benjamin has the tickets.

2. My stepfather and mother walk two miles every day.

3. Both Manet and Monet are famous painters.

4. Either a salad or soup comes with the meal.

5. Neither red nor blue is my favorite color.

6. Ms. Torrence or Mr. Rodriguez teaches that course.

7. My cocker spaniel and cat chase each other around the tree.

8. Both the taxi driver and the bus driver drive faster than they should.

9. Neither fruit nor vegetables contain much fat.

10. Either the toast or the pie in the oven is burning.

11. The north trail and south trail end at the foot of the mountain.

12. Neither the garter snake nor the black snake is poisonous.

13. Do you know if either Li or Mason eats meat?

14. If it rains, neither the softball team nor the tennis team practices.

15. An open door or window lets in fresh air.

16. Both my bicycle and my father’s car have a flat tire.

17. Can either girls or boys enter the contest?

18. Neither the drug store nor the grocery store sells notebooks.

19. Whenever you do that, Lynn and Morgan laugh.

20. Either a bacteria or a virus causes that disease.
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