
Constructed Response Rubric — Narrative 
 
 
Narrative Focus 
Score 5: The author creates a strong narrator, point of view, setting, and characters. The narrative tone is 
consistent throughout. 
Score 4: The author's portrayal of the narrator, point of view, setting and characters is adequate. The narrative 
tone is adequately maintained throughout.  
Score 3: The author's portrayal of the narrator, point of view, setting and/or characters is inconsistent. The 
narrative tone is inconsistently maintained throughout.  
Score 2: The author's portrayal of the narrator, point of view, setting and/or characters is underdeveloped. No 
clear narrative tone is established. 
Score 1: The narrative may be confusing or too short.  

 
 
Elaboration of Narrative 
Score 5: The author uses strong narrative techniques, providing details, dialogue, and description that help 
readers understand the story.  
Score 4: The author uses adequate narrative techniques, providing adequate details, dialogue and description to 
help readers understand the story. 
Score 3: The author uses narrative techniques inconsistently, using details, dialogue and description unevenly.  
Score 2: The author rarely uses narrative techniques or uses them ineffectively.  
Score 1: The author does not attempt to use narrative techniques. 

 
 
Organization  
Score 5: The author creates a strong unified plot that follows a logical sequence of events. The author uses a 
variety of transitional strategies.  
Score 4: The author creates a plot which is mostly unified, but sometimes includes events that don't seem to fit. 
The author uses some transitional strategies. 
Score 3: The author creates an inconsistent plot that does not follow a logical sequence of events. The author 
uses few transitional strategies and uses them inconsistently. 
Score 2: The author creates a plot that is confusing. The author uses few or no transitional strategies.  
Score 1: The author does not attempt to create a plot and/or use transitional strategies.  

 
 
 



Language and Vocabulary 
Score 5: The author skillfully uses strong sensory, concrete and figurative language that shows purpose and 
enhances the narrative. 
Score 4: The author's use of sensory, concrete and figurative language is adequate and shows purpose. 
Score 3: The author's use of sensory, concrete and figurative language is inconsistent and at times lacks purpose. 
Score 2: The author's use of sensory, concrete and figurative language is weak, and lacks purpose.  
Score 1: The author uses limited language that often lacks purpose. 
 
 

Conventions 
Score 5: Few, if any, errors are present in usage and sentence formation. Effective and consistent use of 
punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. 
Score 4: There are some errors in usage and sentence formation, but no pattern of errors. Adequate use of 
punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. 
Score 3: Frequent errors in usage and sentence formation present. Inconsistent use of punctuation, capitalization 
and spelling. 
Score 2: Errors in usage and sentence formation, as well as punctuation, capitalization and spelling distract from 
the meaning.  
Score 1: Errors are frequent, severe and distract from the meaning. 
 


