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CP English 10 
Cluster 5:  The Novel: “Values” (7 weeks) 

(Part 2)  
 
 
Week 5 
Part Two of the Novel 
 
! Journal Entry:  In an interview in the 1994-95 issue of The Paris Review, Chinua 

Achebe states that he became a writer in order to tell his story and the story of his 
people from his own viewpoint. He explains the danger of having one's story told 
only by others through the following proverb: "until the lions have their own 
historians, the history of the hunt will always glorify the hunter."  Reflect on this 
proverb as it applies to the novel so far.  Make predictions about Part Two of the 
novel based on this proverb as well. 

! Now that you have read the first part of Things Fall Apart, you are familiar with the 
novel’s characters, setting, and style. It is fitting, then, for you to apply your 
analytical skills to the rest of the novel. In the past, you have mostly likely been 
introduced to and applied the archetype of the hero’s journey to a literary work. 
Another archetypal image or concept is that of the tragic hero. Aristotle’s influential 
work The Poetics focuses on defining and characterizing tragedy and the tragic hero. 
Aristotle’s definitions have become the basis for analyzing literary heroes. According 
to Aristotle:  

" A tragic hero is often of noble birth or status, or rises to greatness. 
" The hero has a tragic flaw or hamartia, which is the cause of her or his  

 downfall.  
" The suffering of the hero is meaningful.  
" The hero sees and understands his or her doom and recognizes that personal 

actions brought about that fate.  
" The hero learns something from his or her decision or action.  

 
At the end of the unit, you will be responding to this topic thoroughly.  Also by the 
end of the unit, you will know much more about another culture, as presented in the 
novel Things Fall Apart, as well as your own abilities as a reader, writer, and 
communicator.  
 
For now, you will record evidence of Okonkwo’s behavior/actions that reveal his 
heroic qualities.  Think back to Part One and add more from Parts Two and/or Three 
as you read.  You will come back to complete and consult this chart throughout the 
rest of the unit. 
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Aristotle’s 
Definition of a 
Tragic Hero 

Examples of Okonkwo’s  
Heroic Behavior in Part One  

(note page #) 

Examples of Okonkwo’s 
Heroic Behavior in Part 

Two (note page #) 
A person of noble 
or high status 
who has as 
mixture of good 
and bad in his 
personality 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

He has a fatal 
flaw, or hamartia, 
which leads to his 
downfall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

He has a large 
capacity for 
suffering 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

His downfall is 
often preceded by 
self-realization 
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! These are the vocabulary words for Chapters 14-16.  Review or find the meanings as 
needed:  

# refuge, p. 129   
# requisite, p. 129   
# banished, p. 135  
# fugitives, p. 138   
# beckoning, p. 140   
# ominous, p. 140   
# converts, p. 143   
# benevolently, p. 145   
# enthralled, p. 146   
# parched, p. 147   

! Read Chapters 14-16 
! Complete “Active Reading Guide” and all pages in the spiral for Chapters 14-16 
! Answer these comprehension questions in complete sentences: 

Chapter Fourteen 
1. When was the last time Okonkwo remembers visiting Mbanta?   
2. How is Okonkwo greeted by his mother's kinsmen? Why do you think they do not 

judge him negatively for his crime?   
3. What are "the nuts of the water of heaven"?   
4. What is chi?  Why does Okonkwo now believe "a man could not rise above the 

 destiny of his chi?   
5. What is the isa-ifi ceremony?   
6. Why is the most common name given to children "Nneka"?   
7. What was Uchendu' s purpose in giving his speech to Okonkwo?   
8. What evidence does Uchendu give to prove that Okonkwo is not the "greatest 

sufferer in the world"?  Do you agree or disagree with Uchendu on this point? 
Explain your answer.   

9. Of all the things Uchendu said to him, what do you think is most likely to 
convince Okonkwo to leave his despair behind and begin anew?   

10. Okonkwo has worked his whole life to become "one of the lords of the clan." He  
has "said yes," so according to the wisdom of the clan, his chi should also say 
"yes." Yet he has, apparently, failed. Do you believe Okonkwo's exile is the result 
of his personal chi, the result of Okonkwo's choices, or something else? Explain 
your answer and provide support.  

  
Chapter Fifteen 
1. Why did Obierika come to visit Okonkwo?   
2. What does Uchendu lament that the young men do not do any more?   
3. What do the Ibo call the transport that the first white man arrived on?  What do 

you think it actually is?   
4. Why did the men of Abame kill the white man?  What happened as a result?  
5. What does Uchendu mean when he says, "There is no story that is not true"?   
6. Why did Uchendu say the men of Abame were fools?  Do you agree or disagree 

with his logic? Explain your answer and provide support.   
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7. Why did Okonkwo say the men of Abame were fools?  Do you agree or disagree 
with his logic? Explain your answer and provide support.   

8. What does Obierika mean when he says,"ordinary men like us"?   
9. How did Obierika say Okonkwo could thank him?  Why do you think he said 

that? What is ironic about his request?   
10. Why do you think the white men killed the people of Abame? Were they justified 

in doing so? Why or why not?  
 
Chapter Sixteen 
1. Who were the efulefu?   
2. Why were the efulefu among the first converts to the new religion? Evaluate the 

 effect their conversion has on the rest of the villagers.   
3. Why did Obierika come to visit Okonkwo?   
4. How did Nwoye respond when Obierika confronted him?  Do you think Nwoye is 

justified in his response? Why or why not?    
5. What wasoddly humorous about the interpreter's dialect? What effect did this 

have on the men who came to listen to him?   
6. What message did the missionaries bring to Mbanta?   
7. What was the "ironhorse"?   
8. What promise did the white man make about the "ironhorse"?   
9. What does the author mean when he says Nwoye's soul is "parched"?  Explain 

how the events in his life have led Nwoye to feel this way.   
10. Explain the significance of the "hymn about brothers who sat in darkness and in 

fear." Why was this hymn so moving to Nwoye?  
 

! These are the vocabulary words for Chapters 17-19.  Review or find the meanings as 
needed: 

# persevered, p. 148  
# sinister, p. 148   
# infant, p. 150   
# impudent, p. 150 
# perturbed, p. 151 
# miscreant, p. 152  
# annihilation, p. 153 
# degenerate, p. 153 
# impotent, p. 154 
# revered, p. 157 

! Read Chapters 17-19 
! Complete “Active Reading Guide” and all pages in the spiral for Chapters 17-19 
! Answer these comprehension questions in complete sentences: 

Chapter Seventeen  
1. How did the villagers respond when the missionaries asked to see their king?   
2. What is the "evil forest"?  Explain why the elders gave the missionaries land in 

the "evil forest."   
3. Why did some of the new converts suspend their allegiance to the church when 

the seventh week in the "evil forest" approached?   
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4. Why was Okonkwo provoked to such great anger that he threatened to kill his 
son, Nwoye? How was Nwoye saved?   

5. Mr. Kiaga says,"Blessed is he who forsakes his father and mother for my sake. 
"What does Nwoye's response reveal about his knowledge of the new religion?   

6. Why, upon reflection, did Okonkwo give up his anger at the new church and not 
"wipe out the entire vile and miscreant gang" as he thought to?   

7. What is Okonkwo's great fear with regard to Nwoye joining the church? How is 
this contrary to Ibo belief systems?   

8. Okonkwo uses the metaphors"fire"and"ash"todescribehimselfandhisson. Why 
does he believe these metaphors are appropriate? Do you agree or disagree? 
Explain your thoughts.   

9. Describe the methods of resistance the Ibo use to discourage the missionaries. 
10. The Ibo elders clearly do not welcome the Christian missionaries, and yet they do 

not refuse them a place or force them to leave. Evaluate the elders' decision to 
allow the unwelcome guest a continued place among them. If you were one of 
them, would you have done the same? Explain your thoughts.  

Chapter Eighteen  
1. How did the converts overstep their bounds?  What was the result?   
2. What other system has the white man brought?  What is the purpose of this new 

system?   
3. Why would none of the clan members consider killing a convert?   
4. Who are the osu?  What rules and/or social taboos keep the osu "enslaved"?   
5. What does Mr. Kiaga mean when he says,"He that sitteth in the heavens shall 

laugh"?   
6. What did Mr. Kiaga ask the osu to do as a show of faith?   
7. Analyze the elder's claim that among the Ibo,"It is not our custom to fight for our 

gods." Why are other instances of criminal behavior, like the killing of the 
"daughter of Umuofia" and the murder Okonkwo committed, not handled in the 
same manner?   

8. After the sacred python was killed, the elders chose not to punish, but to ostracize 
the converts. Do you believe they were they correct or incorrect in this ruling? 
Justify your response.   

9. What evidence was given to show that the Ibo gods "were still able to fight their 
own battles"? Do you believe the author intends to show the gods are not 
powerless through this statement? Why or why not?   

10. Throughout this chapter, as others counsel restraint, Okonkwo is trying to rally 
men to battle. Okonkwo says, "If a man comes into my hut and defecates on the 
floor, what do I do? Do I shut my eyes? No! I take a stick and break his head. 
That is what a man does."  Choose one of these two sides and defend it in a well- 
organized paragraph.   

 
Chapter Nineteen 
1. Why does Okonkwo think he would have prospered more in Umuofia?   
2. Why did Okonkwo name his first child born in exile "Nneka"?  Does this 

demonstrate a development in his character? Explain your answer.   
3. Why didn't Okonkwo ask Obierika to build his obi?   
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4. Why didn't Okonkwo return to Umuofia before the rains stopped?  How is this 
 decision in keeping with his character?   

5. What is another name for a rainbow?   
6. Why did Obiageli call Ezinma "Salt"?   
7. How does Ekwefi's complaint about "poor soil" mirror Okonkwo's thoughts on 

Mbanta?   
8. What did Okonkwo mean when he said "I cannot live on the banks of a river and 

wash my hands with spittle"?   
9. At the feast an elder said, "An abominable religion has settled among you...I fear 

for you; I fear for the clan." From the elder's perspective, what makes the religion 
"abominable"?   

10. Construct an argument from an elder's perspective on how the younger men 
should fight the influence of the "abominable" religion.  

 
! Part Two spans six years in the life of Okonkwo and his village.  Review the chapters 

to note significant events and characters’ reactions to them.  Complete the chart by 
listing key events from each chapter.  In the right-hand column include your 
interpretations of how the events support the theme(s) of the novel. 

 
Key Events of Chapter Why They Are Important 

 
Chapter 15—2nd year of exile 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 16—4th year of exile 
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Chapter 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chapter 18—last year of exile 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chapter 19 
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Week 6 
Part Three of the Novel 
 
 
! These are the vocabulary words for Chapters 20-21.  Review or find the meanings as 

needed. 
# flourish, p. 171   
# amends, p. 172  
# resilient, p. 172  
# buoyant, p. 173   
# arrogant, p. 174   
# mean, p. 175   
# dispensation, p. 178  
# restrain, p. 178  
# expedient, p. 178  
# prestige, p. 182   

! Read Chapters 20-21 
! Complete “Active Reading Guide” and all pages in the spiral for Chapters 20-21 
! Answer these comprehension questions in complete sentences: 

Chapter Twenty 
1. What things did Okonkwo lose during his seven years in exile?   
2. Why did Okonkwo want to initiate his sons into the ozo society?   
3. Why did Okonkwo call his five sons together?  Does his message to his sons 

 reflect an understanding of the lessons Uchendu tried to impart? Explain your 
 response.   

4. Compare the characters of Ezinma and Okonkwo.  In what ways does the maiden 
 resemble her father?   

5. What does cutting the anklets of one's titles symbolize?  From Okonkwo's 
 perspective, how would this make one a madman?   

6. What mistake did Ogbuefi Ugonna make when he went to receive the Holy 
 Communion?   

7. Why is it said that the District Commissioner "judged cases in ignorance"?  What 
 evidence is given to support his ignorance?   

8. What names were given to the court messengers?   
9. What argument does Obierika give for not driving the white men out of Umuofia? 

Do you agree or disagree? Support your ideas with evidence from the novel.   
10. Obierika says, "He has put a knife on the things that held us together and we have 

fallen apart." What are the "things" that held the Ibo together? Are those "things" 
irreparably damaged? Explain your response.  

Chapter Twenty-One 
1. How has the white man's arrival benefited all of Umuofia, even those who have 

not converted?   
2. What does Mr. Brown mean when he says, "Everything is possible, but 

everything is not expedient"?   
3. What did Mr. Brown and Akunna talk about?  What does the conversation reveal 

about the character of Mr. Brown?   
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4. In what ways is the Ibo belief system similar to the English political system?   
5. How did Mr. Brown convince families to send their children to his school?   
6. What was Mr. Brown's real purpose in building the school and hospital?   
7. Why did Mr. Brown visit Okonkwo's household?  What was the result?   
8. Why did Okonkwo's return not cause the stir that he had hoped it would?   
9. Evaluate Mr. Brown's methods of gaining support within the clan.  Are these 

 methods fair and ethical? Support your ideas with evidence from the text.   
10. What metaphor did Okonkwo use to describe what the men of Umuofia have 

become? How does this serve to make him feel further alienated from his clan? 
!  Do Read the following excerpt from Chapter 20 of Things Fall Apart.  Underline or  

 highlight the points of misunderstanding between Ibo and the missionaries: 

   Does the white man understand our customs about land? 

How can he when he does not even speak our tongue?  But he says that 
our customs are bad; and our own brothers who have taken up his 
religion also say that our customs are bad.  How do you think we can fight 
when our on brothers have turned against us?  The white man is very 
clever.  He came quietly and peaceably with his religion.  We were 
amused at his foolishness and allowed him to stay.  Now he has won our 
brothers, and our clan can no longer act like one.  He has put a knife on 
the things that held us together and we have fallen apart. 

Is the speaker justified in his remarks?  What actions by the missionaries and the 
speaker’s kinsmen prompt his statements?  Write your answer below.  Use 
evidence from the text to support your position. 

!  Do Compare the two missionaries, Mr. Brown and Mr. Smith.  Record details of what 
 each of them says and does, along with their attitudes and beliefs. 

Mr. Brown Mr. Smith 
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! With a partner, read and discuss the practices or beliefs listed in the left-hand column 
of the organizer below.  Then, in the right-hand column, suggest why someone from 
another culture might think the practices or beliefs are strange.  Then, on the left, add 
two more cultural practices or beliefs (from any culture) along with your response to 
them on the right. 

 
Cultural Practice or Belief Why Someone from Another 

Culture Might Find the Practice or 
Belief Strange 

In the novel The Poisonwood Bible by 
Barbara Kingsolver, a character comes 
to America from Africa with his American 
wife.  He is shocked to find out that 
Americans use the bathroom in their 
house and not outside away from the 
home. 

 

Many Americans are adorn their bodies 
with different types of tattoos and 
piercings. 
 
 
 
 

 

A lot of people idolize sports figures to 
the point of wearing clothing with 
someone else’s name on it. 
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! Look back through Things Fall Apart and identify some Ibo beliefs and practices that 
differ from those of modern American culture and contrast them in the chart below 
following the example given. 

 
 

Ibo Practice or Belief 
 

Modern American Belief or Practice 
 

Twins are considered evil and are 
abandoned in the Evil Forest. 
 

Twins are usually welcomed and cared for 
by their families. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
! Answer:  Can one culture be “right” and another culture “wrong”?  Explain your 

answer citing specific evidence.  Use additional paper as needed. 
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! These are the vocabulary words for Chapters 22-23.  Review or find the meanings as 
needed: 
# sacraments, p. 184   
# desecrated, p. 186   
# uninitiated, p. 186  
# imminent, p. 188 
# discordant, p. 188 
# pacified, p. 191 
# dominion, p. 194 
# pauper, p. 195  
# sonorous, p. 196 
# appeal, p. 197  

! Read Chapters 22-23 
! Complete “Active Reading Guide” and all pages in the spiral for Chapters 22-23 
! Answer these comprehension questions for Chapter 22 in complete sentences: 

Chapter Twenty-Two  
1. How does Mr. Smith view the world?   
2. What does the phrase, "Narrow is the way and few the number" mean to Mr. 

 Smith?   
3. Why did Mr. Smith suspend a young woman from the church within a few weeks 

 of his arrival?   
4. What effect does Mr. Smith's arrival have on converts like Enoch?   
5. What great crime did Enoch commit?   
6. What is the great evil that the "soul of the tribe" weeps for?   
7. How did the egwugwu respond to Enoch's crime?  Was their response justified?   
8. Why did the egwugwu not harm Mr. Smith?   
9. Should the Christian leaders have listened to Okeke and not offered sanctuary to 

 Enoch? Why or why not?   
10. Ajofia, the leader of the egwugwu, says, "We say he is foolish because he does  

not know our ways, and perhaps he says we are foolish because we do not know 
his." How might the situation have been different if the two sides had made more 
of an effort to know each other's ways? Support your answer with evidence from 
the novel.  

! Answer these comprehension questions for Chapter 23 in complete sentences: 
Chapter Twenty-Three 
1. Why does Okonkwo feel like the clan is "making amends"?   
2. Why did the leaders of Umuofia choose to go before the District Commissioner 

 after the destruction of the church? Why not ignore the call to appear before 
him?  

3. Why did the leaders arrive armed with machetes?  Why did they not bring their 
 guns?   

4. How were the leaders of Umuofia deceived in the court of the District 
 Commissioner?   

5. According to the District Commissioner, under what authority does he administer 
 justice?   
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6. Do you believe the District Commissioner's court acts in the interest of justice? 
 Explain your answer.   

7. What punishment did the District Commissioner hand down?   
8. How were the men treated during their imprisonment?   
9. Evaluate the actions of the court messengers following the arrest of Umuofia's 

 leaders. What do you think motivates their actions?   
10. At the end of the chapter, the narrator tells us, "Obierika had not been home  

since morning," but we are not told where he actually is, only that his wives 
suspect he is at a "secret meeting." Where do you think Obierika was? Why do 
you think the author does not tell us where he was?  

 
! These are the vocabulary words for Chapters 24-25.  Review or find the meanings as 

needed: 
# astir, p. 199 
# warder, p. 199 
# derived. p. 200 
# orator, p. 202 
# sacrilege, p. 203 
# tumultuous, p. 205 
# superfluous, p. 206 
# resolute, p. 207 
# primitive, p. 207 
# pacification, p. 209 

! Read Chapters 24-25 
! Complete “Active Reading Guide” and all pages in the spiral for Chapters 24-25 
! Answer these comprehension questions for Chapters 24-25 in complete sentences: 
! Chapter Twenty-Four 

1. How did the prisoners behave after their release?  What do you think was going 
through their minds?   

2. Why was there a "childlike excitement" in Okonkwo's heart?   
3. What did Okonkwo remember about the war with Isike?  Would a war with the 

 white men proceed in the same way? Why or why not?   
4. Why was Egonwanne "the greatest obstacle in Umuofia"?   
5. Why didn't Okika, the great orator, salute the clan before he spoke?   
6. What did Okika mean when he said that the clan must "do what our fathers would 

 never have done"? Why is it okay for them to do this now?   
7. How was Okika's speech interrupted?   
8. How did Okonkwo know that Umuofia would not go to war?   
9. Why did Okonkwo draw his machete?  Do you think it was a good choice?   
10. Despite the fact that Okika spoke in favor of fighting, Okonkwo chose to take  

drastic action against the white men. Predict what might have happened if 
Okonkwo had not done what he did. Would the clan have fought back? Would 
they have been successful in their fight?  

 
Chapter Twenty-Five 
1. What did the District Commissioner find when he arrived at Okonkwo's obi?   
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2. What did the District Commissioner say he would do if the men did not hand 
 Okonkwo over to him?   

3. Where and in what condition did the District Commissioner find Okonkwo?   
4. What favor did Obierika ask of the District Commissioner?  Why did he ask this 

 favor?   
5. What did Obierika say of Okonkwo?  Do you think Obierika really believes this? 

 Do you agree or disagree with Obierika?   
6. What order did the District Commissioner give to the messengers?   
7. What is the title of the book the District Commissioner plans to write?  How will 

he  include Okonkwo's tale in it?   
8. Whose perspective is this final chapter written from?  Why did the author choose 

 this perspective?   
9. Considering what you know of Okonkwo's character, why did he choose this final 

 action despite the fact that it was considered a great evil?   
10. One of the traditional characteristics of a tragic hero's fall is that it is caused by  

forces outside of his or her control. Do you believe Okonkwo had any control 
over his fate? Why or why not?  

! Re-read the conclusion if the novel: 
 

In the many years in which he had toiled to bring civilization to different 
parts of Africa he had learned a number of things.  One of them was that a 
District Commissioner must never attend to such undignified details as 
cutting a hanged man from the tree.  Such attention would give the natives 
a poor opinion of him.  In the book which he planned to write he would 
stress that point.  As he walked back to the court he thought about that 
book.  Every day brought him some new material.  The story of this man 
who had killed a messenger and hanged himself would make interesting 
reading.  One could almost write a whole chapter on him.  Perhaps not a 
whole chapter but a reasonable paragraph, at any rate.  There was so 
much else to include, and one must be firm in cutting out details.  He had 
already chosen the title of the book, after much thought:  The Pacification 
of the Primitive Tribes of the Lower Niger. 
 

! Quickwrite:  How is the excerpt from the end of Chapter 25 an example of 
dramatic irony?  (Dramatic irony occurs when the readers have a greater 
knowledge than that of the characters; therefore, the words and actions of the 
character(s) have a different meaning for the reader than they do for the 
character.) 

! Think about the attitude of the District Commissioner toward the Ibo people.  
Then, write a letter to the District Commissioner expressing your opinion about 
his attitude and suggesting ways that he might change how he deals with the Ibo.  
Keep the tone of your letter academic and formal. 
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Week 7 
Wrapping Up the Novel 
 

Things Fall Apart Final Essay  
 

As a conclusion to this unit of study on “Values,” you will write a five to six paragraph 
essay on one of the following topics.  Please follow these requirements: 
 

1. Familiarize yourself with the CCSS Argumentative Essay Scoring Rubric which will be used 
to evaluate your essay. 

2. Use MLA Format, including headers.  See 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ for detailed guidelines. 

3. Create a clear and argumentative thesis statement and place it at the end of your introductory 
paragraph. 

4. Organize three to four body paragraphs that contain at least two quotes each; begin each 
paragraph with a clear and argumentative topic sentence. 

5. Provide a smooth lead-in for each quote which gives contextual information. 
6. Include parenthetical citations with page numbers after each quote 
7. Explain and comment on each quote as it relates to your overall argument.  Strive to provide 

more insight and analysis as opposed to merely restating the quote; delve beneath the 
surface!  As a general rule, the ratio is 1:2 (i.e., if your quotation is 30 words long, then your 
commentary that follows it should be about 60). 

8. Make sure your concluding paragraph is all commentary.  
9.  Follow all standard conventions for literary essays. 

 
 
Your teacher will let you know if you can choose either topic or if he/she is assigning you 
one or the other. 
 
Topic A 
One of the themes of Achebe's novel is the striving after titles, trophies, and status in 
general. Write an essay commenting on the presence and importance of status symbols in 
Okonkwo's world and today's world. Explain their appeal and the ways in which 
searching for status symbols is a negative force in life.   
 
Topic B 
In an essay discussing why he wrote Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe writes the 
following:  
 

This theme—put quite simply—is that African people did not hear of culture for 
the first time from Europeans; that their societies were not mindless but frequently 
had a philosophy of great depth and value and beauty, that they had poetry and, 
above all, they had dignity. It is this dignity that many African people all but lost 
during the colonial period and it is this that they must now regain. The worst thing 
that can happen to any people is the loss of their dignity and self-respect. The 
writer’s duty is to help them regain it by showing them in human terms what 
happened to them, what they lost.  

From “The Role of the Writer in a New Nation,” 1964  
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How well do you believe that Achebe manages to accomplish his goal? How well does he 
show this “depth and value and beauty” in the Igbo people? How does he depict 
Okonkwo, and all the Igob, as human, with human dignity and human failings?  
 
 
! Follow-up Reading 
 

Heartbreak for Riches 
by Ken Saro-Wiwa 

 
Ogoni territory lies on 404 square miles of the coastal plains terraces to the north-east if 
the Niger River Delta. Inhabited by 500,000 people, its population density of about 1,500 
per square mile is among the highest in any rural area of the world and compares with the 
Nigerian national average of 300. 
 
The Ogoni people have settled in this area as farmers and fishermen since remembered 
time and had established a well-organized social system before the British colonialist 
invaded them in 1901. Within thirteen years, the British rule of the area was 'haphazard' 
and no treaties were signed with the Ogoni. By 1960, when colonial rule ended, the 
British had consigned the Ogoni willy-nilly to a new nation, Nigeria, consisting of 350 or 
so other peoples previously held together by force, violence and much argument in 
Britain's commercial and imperial interest. 
 
The nation which the British left behind was supposed to be a federal democracy, but the 
federating ethnic nations were bound by new agreements and the peoples were so 
disparate, so culturally different, so varied in size, that force and violence seemed to be 
the only way of maintaining the nation. In the circumstances, the interests of the few and 
weak such as the Ogoni were bound to suffer and have suffered. 
 
Petroleum was discovered in Ogoni in 1958 and since then an estimated US hundred 
billion dollars' worth of oil and gas has been carted away from Ogoni land. In return for 
this, the Ogoni people have received nothing. 
 
Oil exploration has turned Ogoni into a waste land: lands, streams, and creeks are totally 
and continually polluted; the atmosphere has been poisoned, charged as it is with 
hydrocarbon monoxide, carbon dioxide and soot emitted by gas which has been flared 
twenty-four hours a day for thirty-three years in every close proximity to human 
habitation. Acid rain, oil spillages and oil blowouts have devastated Ogoni territory. 
High-pressure oil pipelines crisscross the surface of Ogoni farmlands and villages 
dangerously. 
 
The results of such unchecked environmental pollution and degradation include the 
complete destruction of the ecosystem. Mangrove forests have fallen to the toxicity of oil 
and are being replaced by noxious nypa palms; the rain forest has fallen to the axe of the 
multinational oil companies, all wildlife is dead, marine life is gone, the farmlands have 
been rendered infertile by acid rain and the once beautiful Ogoni countryside is no longer 
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a source of fresh air and green vegetation. All one sees and feels around is death. 
Environmental degradation has been a lethal weapon in the war against the indigenous 
Ogoni people. 

 
In the early 1990s, Nigerian writer Ken Saro-Wiwa led a 
nonviolent crusade against oil drilling that was 
devastating his Ogoni homeland. His campaign was 
derailed when the government alleged his movement was 
involved in the murders of four politicians. Despite 
protests and his pleas of innocence, he was hanged on 
November 10, 1995. 
~~~~~~~~ 

Saro-Wiwa, Ken. International Wildlife. Nov/Dec2000, Vol. 30 Issue 6 
 
! Propose three to four lines of research that you could embark on to trace events and 

issues in Things Fall Apart (1958)  and “Heartbreak for Riches” (1990’s) to Nigeria 
today.  Your teacher will direct you to pursue one of these lines of research (on a time 
available basis) and to use technology to create an awareness presentation that is 
visual and/or audio-visual in nature. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


