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Cujo Week 1                                                                                                                        

from “Suspense!”                                                                                          

 

Before You Read 

Glossary of Terms 
Refer to these words and definitions to help you understand the introduction and the text. 

WORD OR IDIOM 
 

DEFINITION 
 

pinpoint to find or locate the exact position of something 

tentative done without confidence; uncertain or hesitant 

filament a thin thread or hair; a long chain of cells; a thin wire 

tawny having a brownish-orange color 

menace a dangerous person or thing; a dangerous or threatening quality; a show of 
intention to cause harm 

shambling moving slowly and awkwardly 

pinpoint to find or locate the exact position of something 

tentative done without confidence; uncertain or hesitant 

 

Imagine the Situation 

Before reading the excerpt from Cujo, imagine you find yourself in a situation like Donna Trenton and her 
son. If you were confronted by a large, violent dog, and then became trapped in your car, what would 
your first reaction be? What would you see? What would you think, feel, and do? Complete the pre-
reading chart: 

Where I am 
 

My first reaction 
 

What I can see around me 
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What I would think 
 

What I would feel 
 

What I would do 
 

 

First Read 

Annotations 

Read the excerpt from Cujo (online or in the workbook).  As you read, annotate the story.  
Use the annotation tool (online) or a highlighter and pen/pencil in the printed text.  The 
following Annotation Guidelines will help you annotate the story.  

r Highlight any sentences or paragraphs you have questions about.  
r Highlight at least two sentences that relate to the dog's appearance.  
r Highlight at least two sentences that show how Donna feels about 

the dog. Make annotations that explain her feelings.  
r Highlight at least two sentences that show how Tad feels about the 

dog. Make annotations that explain his feelings.  
r Highlight at least two sentences about the setting. 
r Highlight at least two details about the car. Explain in your 

annotations why these details are important. 
r Highlight any unfamiliar vocabulary words. 

 

Think Questions  

Write answers to Think Questions 1-5 (preferably in the online assignment, or in the 
workbook if directed).  

How to Find the Evidence  

Use the tips in the chart below to help you look for evidence in the text to answer 
the Think questions.  
 



8th Grade Language Arts: Sem 1                                   Cujo 

	
Question         TIP! 

1. Look for evidence that can help you infer what Cujo is like. What does he sound like? 
What does he look like? What does he do? 

2. How does Donna react to hearing and seeing Cujo? Look for evidence that describes how 
she moves and what she does. Look for evidence that shows what she is thinking. 

3. Look for details in the excerpt that make it suspenseful. What details do you find scary? 

4. Look for the word languidly in paragraph 14. What words in the excerpt can help you 
determine the meaning of languidly? 

5. Look for the word caricature near the end of the excerpt. What is this word describing? 
What words in the excerpt can help you determine the meaning of caricature? 

 

How to Write Exemplary Responses 

Below is a model response to Question 2.  Copy the answer in the space provided 
online or on your paper. Note the qualities of a complete and well-written response 
as you type/write it.  Then try to model your other responses after this one in terms 
of quality and completeness. 

 

Question 2: Think about how Donna handles this situation with Cujo. What do Donna's 
actions and thoughts reveal about her character? Give examples from the text to support 
your thinking. 
 
 

Sample Answer:  When she first sees the rabid dog, she is “paralyzed 
by fear." The narrator says, “Foam dropped from Cujo's snout. And 
she couldn't move, not at all." The way Donna is able to move comes 
from her response to her son. “Then Tad saw the dog, recognized the 
blood which streaked its fur, and shrieked—a high piercing sound that 
made Cujo shift his eyes. And that was what seemed to free her." 
Donna's actions reveal her strong sense of protection for her son Tad. 
Her son is very important to her. 
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Skill Lesson 

#1: Textual Evidence 

• Watch the accompanying VOLT available online at: 
http://elaessentials.weebly.com/8th-grade.html 

• Complete the separate Skill Lesson: Textual Evidence activity sheet. 
• Complete and submit the online Skill Lesson on Textual Evidence which includes 3 

components: 
§ Watch the Skills Concept Definition video 
§ Skim over the Model 
§ Do the “Your Turn” activity 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


