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Cujo Week 2                                                                                                                        
from “Suspense!”   

 

Close Read 

 

• Watch the Introduction to the selection again (optional). 

 

• Complete the online Vocabulary activity.  In the “Sample Sentence” 
column, you must write your own sentences with enough detail to show 
that you understand the meaning of the words.  Remember that all 
sentences begin with capital letters and end with punctuation! 

NON-EXAMPLE: He drew a caricature of the teacher. 

The way “caricature” is used in the above sentence doesn’t convey what kind of 
drawing it is; it could be any kind of picture. 

 

EXAMPLE:  Jason got in trouble for posting a caricature of his teacher 
dressed like a prison guard with an evil glint in his eye. 

The details added to this sentence communicate that picture that Jason drew and 
distributed was distorted and made fun of the teacher. 

 

• Read the excerpt from Cujo a second time.  As you re-read, add more 
annotations.   Focus on Use your annotation tool (or highlighter and pen) 
to jot down notes about the fear that Donna and her son are experiencing.  
How does the author show us how frightened they are?  How does the 
author create suspense in the story?  
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• Write (following are detailed instructions and support) 

 

Writing Prompt 

THINK ABOUT THIS:  Watch the 1983 film version of this scene 
(https://watchkin.com/13f1876183). Then reread the excerpt.  Did director Lewis Teague stay 
true to the original novel or did he take a lot of liberties with the script? Think about the details 
and the impressions in the text passage that are retained or abandoned in the film version. 

WRITING PROMPT: In a four paragraph essay, answer the question: how do the 
choices that director Lewis Teague made and affect your view of the characters as 
well as the film’s level of suspense?  Use quotations from the story and details 
from the film clip in your essay to support your argument. 

 

Prewriting 

Have a “brainstorming” session.  Jot down answers to the following questions. 

How does the author build suspense at the beginning of the passage? 

 

 

How does the filmmaker create/build suspense at the beginning of the film clip? 

 

 

 

How is the dog different than what readers would expect a dog to look/sound like?   

Reading passage: 

 

 

Film clip:  
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At the end of the excerpt, what can the reader infer about Donna and Tad’s situation? 

 

 

At the end of the film clip, what can the reader infer about Donna and Tad’s situation? 

 

 

 

 

Building Your Paragraph 

Use the graphic organizer below to organize and build your argumentative essay. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

HOOK (a general statement about ‘suspense’ in stories/films to get readers into your essay): 

 

 

INTRODUCE TEXTS (title/author of both texts that you’ll be discussing in regards to suspense): 

 

 

THESIS (your answer to the underlined question in the writing prompt above):  
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FIRST BODY PARAGRAPH 

To begin with, the choices that the filmmaker made affects the viewers’ perception of the 
characters by __________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Example from movie (explain in a lot of detail) 

For example, ___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Explain the evidence & how it supports your answer 

As a result, ____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Example from book (provide a quotation) 

By contrast/Similarly (choose one), in the book version, ________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Explain the evidence & how it supports your answer 

This means that ________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

In short, the film leaves the audience knowing/feeling/thinking __________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ about Donna and Tad. 
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SECOND BODY PARAGRAPH 

     In addition to impacting the viewers’ perception of the characters, the director’s choices also 
add to/subtract from the suspense of the scene because _______________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Example from movie (explain in a lot of detail) 

As an example, _________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Explain the evidence & how it supports your answer 

This moment in the film has the effect of ____________________________________________  

the suspense because ___________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Example from book (provide a quotation) 

On the other hand/likewise (choose one), in the book version, ___________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Explain the evidence & how it supports your answer 

This impacts the level of suspense by _______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Altogether, Teague’s decisions in this scene of the film make it more/less suspenseful than the 
book due to___________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 
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CONCLUSION 

RESTATE THESIS (from Introduction) in slightly different words: 

 

 

 

 

CLOSE WITH A THOUGHTFUL STATEMENT OR NEW IDEA (related to the topic of the essay):  

 

 

 

 

 

Revising Your Essay 

1) Underline or highlight all the transitional words and phrases in the essay builder above (both 
those that are included in the organizer and any that you added in your own sentences).  Hint: 
there is a minimum of 9! 

2) Find at least 8 dull, overused, non-specific words in your writing (e.g., “things,” “good,” 
“bad,” “stuff,” “nice,” “it,” etc.)  Cross them out and replace them with precise words or 
phrases that are more descriptive and/or specific to the topic or example being discussed. 

3) Would you like to add additional examples to any paragraph or expand upon any of the 
evidence that you already included?  Do not feel limited by the essay builder.  However, essays 
must be text must be organized, purposeful, and clear. 

 

Writing the Final Draft  

Closely following your Paragraph Builders, type the final draft of your argumentative essay in 
the “Response” box provided in the Close Read assignment online.  

Proofread for typing/spelling errors! 

With teacher permission ONLY, you may type your paragraph as a Google or Word Doc (then 
print and hand in to your teacher), or write it by hand. 
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