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from “Our Heroes” 

Before You Read 

Glossary of Terms 
Refer to these explanations of difficult or new words and definitions to help you understand the 
introduction and the story. 

WORD OR IDIOM   DEFINITION 

initially at first 

reluctant hesitant; unwilling 

courageous brave 

invaluable important, priceless 

prospect thought of something expected 

preside over host; lead 

on-the-record conversations that reporters are allowed to share with the public 

chauffeur driver 

arose happened 

obedient society matron an upper-class woman who must do what she is told 

timid shy 

impassioned publicist someone who is dedicated to informing the public of issues 

insurmountable challenging; impossible to overcome 

 

 

First Read 

Annotations 

Read “Eleanor Roosevelt: A Life of Discovery” (online or in the workbook).  As you read, 
annotate the story.  Use the annotation tool (online) or a highlighter and pen/pencil in the 
printed text.  Annotate the excerpt from Elanor Roosevelt’s biography by focusing on the 
following:  



6th Grade Language Arts Sem 2          Eleanor Roosevelt: A Life of Discovery
                                                                                                          

r Highlight at least two sentences or passages that you have questions about. Enter your 
questions as annotations. 

r Highlight evidence to support the author’s point of view. Explain your understanding of the 
author’s point of view in your notes. 

r Highlight evidence to support Eleanor Roosevelt’s opinion of herself. Write notes to indicate 
your whether or not you agree with this opinion. 

r Highlight evidence of one or more of Eleanor Roosevelt’s qualities that you think is impressive or 
important. Write an explanation of your reasoning. 

r Highlight vocabulary words and explain what you think the words mean based on how they are 
used in the text. 

r Highlight any additional unfamiliar vocabulary. Use the annotation tool to make predictions 
about the meaning of these unfamiliar terms. 

 

Think Questions  

Write answers to Think Questions 1-5 (preferably in the online assignment, or on paper if 
directed).  

How to Find the Evidence  

Use the tips in the chart below to help you look for evidence in the text to answer the 
Think questions.  
 

Question         TIP! 

1. What is Eleanor Roosevelt “dreading" in paragraph 1? How is the role of a typical First Lady 
described in paragraph 2? 

2. How did Eleanor Roosevelt “do her duty" in paragraph 4? What unexpected things did she do 
in paragraphs 5 and 6? 

3. How did Eleanor Roosevelt's mother describe her in paragraph 8? How does this description 
differ from the one in paragraph 10	

4. What was Eleanor Roosevelt like as a child, according to paragraph 8? What does the phrase 
“always afraid of something" tell about the meaning of timid? 

5. What were people impressed with in paragraph 11? What does Eleanor Roosevelt's 
“simplicity" tell you about the meaning of self-importance? 
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How to Write Exemplary Responses 

Below is a model response to Question 5.  Copy the answer in the space provided online 
or on your paper. Note the qualities of a complete and well-written response as you 
type/write it.  Then try to model your other responses after this on in terms of quality 
and completeness. 

 

Question 5: Use context to determine the meaning of the word poise as it is used in Eleanor 
Roosevelt: A Life of Discovery. Write your definition of "poise" here and tell how you 
determined it. Then, check your meaning in a dictionary or other reference work. Was your 
inferred meaning accurate? 

Sample Answer:  In the text, "poise" is listed as one of Eleanor 
Roosevelt's characteristics, along with "dignity" and "warmth." This 
suggests that "poise" is a positive characteristic, just like those. Later in 
the paragraph, she is described as moving with "grace." From these clues 
I can infer that "poise" has something to do with being physically graceful 
or dignified. Checking this meaning in a dictionary reveals that "poise" 
means "balance or steadiness." This is similar to the idea of being 
physically graceful, and a person with "poise" would probably appear 
dignified.  

 

Skill Lesson 

 

#1: Author’s Purpose and Author’s Point of View 

• Watch the accompanying VOLT available online at: http://elaessentials.weebly.com/6th-
grade.html 

• Complete the separate Skill Lesson: Author’s Purpose and Author’s Point of View 
handout 

• Complete and submit the online Skill Lesson on Author’s Purpose and Author’s Point of 
View which includes 3 components: 

§ Watch the Skills Concept Definition video 

§ Skim over the Model  

§ Do the “Your Turn” Activity  
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