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The Story of My Life Week 2                                                                                                                        
from “Turning Points”  

 

Close Read 

• Watch the Introduction to the selection again (optional). 

 

• Complete the online Vocabulary activity.  In the “Sample Sentence” 
column, you must write your own sentences with enough detail to show 
that you understand the meaning of the words.  Remember that all 
sentences begin with capital letters and end with punctuation! 

NON-EXAMPLE:  A leader is very influential. 

“Influential” could have a variety of meanings in the above sentence 
(organized, honest, compassionate, strong, etc.).  Let’s add more details 
(context) to the sentence so that the meaning is clear. 

 

EXAMPLE:  As president of the company for over thirty years, he was 
influential in creating close relationships with community partners. 

The details added to this sentence show that the president of the company 
has the power to affect others through the relationships he created. 

 

• Read the excerpt from Eleanor Roosevelt’s biography a second time.  As 
you re-read, add more annotations.   Focus on. Eleanor Roosevelt’s 
choices/actions, as well as what other say about her. Use your annotation 
tool (or highlighter and pen) to jot down notes about these.  

• Write (following are detailed instructions and support) 
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Writing Directions 

THINK ABOUT THIS:  There are many famous sayings about courage. One that fits Eleanor 
Roosevelt’s life well is by Dan Rather: “Courage is being afraid and showing up anyway.”  

WRITING PROMPT: By the author’s account, Eleanor Roosevelt did not wish to 
become First Lady of the United States. Yet she is remembered today as one of 
our most beloved and important. In what ways is Eleanor Roosevelt a hero? Write 
a well-developed paragraph in which you present your argument in answer to the 
preceding question. Identify three reasons in the passage to support your 
argument and use specific textual evidence to support your ideas. 

 

Prewriting 

Jot down answers to the following questions. 

What did Eleanor Roosevelt fear/dread? 

 

 

 

 

How did Eleanor Roosevelt transform the role of First Lady? 

 

 

 

 

 

What did Eleanor Roosevelt accomplish that made her a positive role model? 
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Building Your Paragraph 

Use the graphic organizer below to organize and build your paragraph. 

TOPIC SENTENCE:  Although she was initially reluctant to be a president’s wife, Eleanor 

Roosevelt is a hero because she__________________________________________________ , 

_________________________________________________________________________ , and 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

FIRST REASON: To begin with, Eleanor Roosevelt ______________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

EXAMPLE FROM THE TEXT: As an example,___________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________.	

EXPLAIN HOW THE EXAMPLE SUPPORTS YOUR REASON: ________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

SECOND REASON: Eleanor Roosevelt was also ________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

EXAMPLE FROM THE TEXT: This was primarily evident when she _________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________.	

EXPLAIN HOW THE EXAMPLE SUPPORTS YOUR REASON: ________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________.	

THIRD REASON: Last but not least, Eleanor Roosevelt was committed to ___________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 
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EXAMPLE FROM THE TEXT: After her husband’s death, _________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________.	

EXPLAIN HOW THE EXAMPLE SUPPORTS YOUR REASON: ________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

CONCLUSION (CONNECT BACK TO TOPIC SENTENCE):  A hero is not just some who ___________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Eleanor Roosevelt was a different kind of hero, one who ________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

 

Revising Your Paragraph 

1) Underline or highlight all the transitional words and phrases in the paragraph builder above 
(both those that are included in the organizer and any that you added in your own sentences).  
Hint: there is a minimum of 5! Can you add more to make the paragraph flow even better? 

2) Find at least 4 dull, overused, non-specific words in your writing (e.g., “things,” “good,” 
“bad,” “stuff,” “nice,” “it,” etc.). Cross them out and replace them with precise words or 
phrases that are more descriptive and/or interesting to read. 

3) Would you like to add more textual evidence or explanation to your argumentative 
paragraph or expand upon any of the details that you already included?  Would you like to use 
different words and phrases than the ones in the sentence frames?  Do not feel limited by the 
paragraph builder, but do remember to keep your paragraph highly organized. 

 

Writing the Final Draft  

Closely following your Paragraph Builder, type the final draft of your paragraph in the 
“Response” box provided in the Close Read assignment online.  

Proofread for typing/spelling errors! 

With teacher permission ONLY, you may type your paragraph as a Google or Word Document 
(then email or print/hand in to your teacher), or write it by hand. 
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