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Patterns of Word Changes
skilled readers often rely on two important strategies for determining the
meaning of an unfamiliar word. The first strategy requires that you examine the
suffix of an unfamiliar word. The second involves making connections behrueen
an unfamiliar word and related words that you already know. Both of these
strategies require that you recognize patterns of word changes.

How Suffixes Affect Meaning
A suffix is a word part added to the end of a base word or root that modifies, or
changes, its meaning. some suffixes modify a word's meaning very slightly. These
include suffixes that change the number of a noun (-s, -es; opples, benches), the
tense of a verb (-d, -ed, -ing; sprinkled, snowed, thundering), and the degree of
comparison of an adjective (-er, -est; colder, coldest).

Many other suffixes, however, change the part of speech of a word and greatly
affect meaning. For example, when the suffix -tion is added to a base word or
root it forms a noun, as in population, demonstration, and attraction. Similarly,
when the suffix -fulis added to a base word or root, it forms an adjectivu, as in
hopeful, cheerful, and feorful.

Often, you can unlock the meaning of unfamiliar words by applying your
knowledge of common suffixes. You may check your understanding of unfamiliar
words by consulting print or digital resources, such as a dictionary or glossary.

Exercise A: Using Suffixes to Determine Meaning
Think about the meaning of the base word or root and the suffix to determine
the meaning of the underlined word. Circle the letter of the correct answer.

l. lf you thought an action was distasteful, you would think it was

a. secretive. b. unpleasant. c. dangerous.

2. People engaged in collaboratiqn are

a. fighting. b. having fun. c. working together.

5. Another word for a deceitful statement is a

a. lie. b. joke. c. mistake.

4. Those who promote the centralization of a public library would want it located

a. near them. b. far away. c. downtown,

5. A fretful baby is one who is

c. chubby.a. fussy. b. happy.

Patterns of Word Changes 185



Noun-Forming Suffixes Examples

-ery bakery scenery

-ston decision, permission

Verb-Forming Suffixes Examples

-en liken, shorten

-ifv magnify, classify

Adiective-Forming Suffixes Examples

-ive active, massive

-ose morose, verbose

Class Date

Not all suffixes are as familiar as -tion and -ful. The chart below shows other
suffixes and tells how they affect the part of speech of the base word or root.

Keep in mind that not every word that ends with any of the suffixes shown
above is necessarily the part of speech indicated. For example, rubbery
is an adjective, not a noun, and chicken is a noun, not a verb. There are
many exceptions, but learning that the given suffixes often form the parts of
speech shown in the chart can be useful.

It is also important to remember that adding a suffix may modify a base word's
spelling. Decision, for example, comes from decide, and permission comes from
permit.

lf you come across a word that has a suffix that often creates a certain part of
speech, but the word is not functioning as that part of speech in the sentence,
you must look in a dictionary or glossary to find out its meaning.
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Exercise B: Using Suffixes to Determine Part of Speech and Meaning

Use the chart on the previous page and your knowledge of base words and
roots to answer the following questions. (Remember that adding a suffix may
modify a base word's spelling.) Write your answers on the lines provided.

6' What part of speech is sportive most likely to be?

7. To say that a dog shows submission means that it

8. What part of speech is grandiose most likely to be?

9. What kind of thing can you get at an eatery?

t 0. What part of speech is embolden most likely to be?

I L To solidifu something is to make it

12. What part of speech is crockery most likely to be?

15. What do you do to cause the compression of something?
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Class Week 3

Writing Workshop
SHORT STORY

Qlenc o e Lit er ature Connection l

Before starting the lesson, read the following selection and complete the 1esson
activities in Glencoe Literoture,

rn this lesson, you wiil study Grace c.t)*L short story 
ntl*waarrio

discover how the author effectively u#s thu narrative *riting mlihods and
techniques listed below. You will then write your own shortltory using these
methods and techniques. As you complete this workshop, you will practice the
following standards:

w.$r'ral Engage and Orient the Reader

' Set out a problem, situation, or observation.. Establish one or multiple points of view.. lntroduce a narrator and/or characters.

w.*,.r.*l Sequence Events

' create a smooth progression of experiences or events.. sequence events so that they build on one another to create
a coherent whole.

w.*ffi;l Use Narrative Techniques
. Use techniques such as dialogue, pacing, description,

reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences,
events, and/ or characters.

' use precise words and phrases, teiling detairs, and sensory
language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences,
events, setting, and/ or characters.

w,.,'_*] Provide a Conclusion

' Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what
is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the
narrative.

Short Story 159



Week 3

Story Map
A story map can help you plot out Just what happens in a story.r Flll in each part of the story map.. Use the story map to guide your writing.
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