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Gettysburg Address Week 1                                                                                                                        

from “The Civil War”  

 

Before You Read 

Glossary of Terms 
Refer to these words and definitions to help you understand the introduction and the text. 

WORD OR IDIOM DEFINITION 

score  twenty years  

proposition  idea  

consecrate  to declare a thing sacred, or highly valued and important  

hallow  to show great respect for  

devotion  dedication or commitment  

score  twenty years  

proposition  idea  

four score and seven years ago  87 years ago (a “score" is 20 years)  

conceived  planned  

dedicated  having very strong support for or loyalty to a person, group, cause, etc.  

resting place  a place where someone is buried  

altogether  completely and fully  

fitting  appropriate for the situation or purpose  

proper  correct according to social or moral rules  

detract  to reduce something's strength, value, or importance  

honored  treated with respect or admiration  

full measure  a total amount  

 

 

 

 



8th Grade Language Arts: Sem 2                Gettysburg Address 

	
Background Research Activity 

In his 1863 Gettysburg Address, one of the most well-known speeches in American history, Abraham 
Lincoln dedicates a cemetery to fallen Union Soldiers, while urging the nation to continue the hard work 
of fighting for equality. To prepare to read this speech, conduct some research on important aspects of 
the Civil War to increase your understanding of the context of the Gettysburg Address. 
 

Question Answer Based on Research 
Which states were considered Union 
states at the time?  

 

Who was the Union General in the 
Civil War? Who was the Union 
political leader?  

 

Which states were considered 
Confederate at the time? 

 

Why did these states want to secede 
from the Union? 

 

Who was the Confederate General in 
the Civil War? Who was the 
Confederate political leader?  

 

How did slavery lead to the Civil 
War? 

 

Who were abolitionists?   

Why/how did slavery begin to end?  

Which major battles did the union 
win? 
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Vocabulary Prediction Chart 

Circle the correct definition of the word, based on its context. Identify the part of speech in the third column, 
Then, use the last column to write a new sentence with the word using the same part of speech.  

Word Which Definition? What Part of Speech? New Sentence 

engaged  
(v.) arranged to be married  
 
(adj.) in the middle of 

“Now we are engaged in a 
great civil war"  

 

 

 

 

endure  

(v.) to experience pain or 
suffering for a long time  
 
(v.) to stay in the same 
position 

“…testing whether that 
nation, or any nation so 
conceived and so 
dedicated, can 
long endure." 

 

 

 

 

detract  
(v.) to add to  
 
(v.) to take from 

“The brave men, living and 
dead, who struggled here, 
have consecrated it, far 
above our poor power to 
add or detract." 

 

 

 

 

resolve  

(n.) a strong determination 
to do something  
 
(v.) to promise to do 
something 

“…that we here 
highly resolve that these 
dead shall not have died in 
vain"  

 

 

 

 

perish  
(v.) to live  
 
(v.) to die 

“...government of the 
people, by the people, for 
the people, shall 
not perish from the 
earth."  
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First Read 

Annotations 

Read “Gettysburg Address” (online or in the workbook).  As you read, annotate the speech.  
Use the annotation tool (online) or a highlighter and pen/pencil in the printed text.  The 
following Annotation Guidelines will help you annotate the “Gettysburg Address.”  

r Highlight at least two sentences that refer to American ideals or values.  
r Highlight at least two sentences that refer to the sacrifice of soldiers.  
r Highlight the key laws or rules referenced in the speech and use the annotation 

tool to provide a brief description of what you know about them.  
r Highlight the key events and details in the passage and make annotations that 

explain the importance of this time in history. For example, “Now we are 
engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so 
conceived and so dedicated, can long endure." Annotation: He is talking about 
America, but also any other countries that share similar ideals.  

r Highlight vocabulary words and explain what you think the words mean based 
on how they are used in the text.  

r Highlight any additional unfamiliar vocabulary. Use the annotation tool to make 
predictions about the meaning of these unfamiliar terms.  
 

Think Questions  

Write answers to Think Questions 1-5 (preferably in the online assignment, or in the book if 
directed).  

 

How to Write Exemplary Responses 

Below is a model response to Question 5.  Copy the answer in the space provided 
online or on your paper. Note the qualities of a complete and well-written response 
as you type/write it.  Then try to model your other responses after this one in terms 
of quality and completeness. 

 

Question 5:  Based on the relationships among the words dedicate, consecrate, and hallow in 
the context of the third paragraph, what might be some synonyms for consecrate? How does 
using synonyms help you understand the word and check for meaning? 
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Sample Answer:  The sentence includes the synonym “hallow.” Other 
synonyms would be “bless,” “sanctify,” and “make holy.” Using 
synonyms that I know as a substitute for unknown words helps me 
check the meaning. I can tell that the words are related, but 
that consecrate and hallow are meant to be more powerful than 
simply “to dedicate.” 

 

 
Skill Lessons 

#1: Arguments and Claims 

• Watch the accompanying VOLT available online at: 
http://elaessentials.weebly.com/8th-grade.html 

• Complete the separate Skill Lesson: Arguments and Claims activity sheet. 
• Complete and submit the online Skill Lesson on Arguments and Claims which 

includes 3 components: 

§ Watch the Skills Concept Definition video 

§ Skim over the Model  

§ Do the “Your Turn” Activity  

 

#2: Central or Main Idea 

• Watch the accompanying VOLT available online at: 
http://elaessentials.weebly.com/8th-grade.html 

• Complete the separate Skill Lesson: Central or Main Idea activity sheet. 
• Complete and submit the online Skill Lesson on Central or Main Idea which includes 

3 components: 

§ Watch the Skills Concept Definition video 

§ Skim over the Model  

§ Do the “Your Turn” Activity 
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