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Gettysburg Address Week 2                                                                                                                        
from “The Civil War”   

 

Close Read 

• Watch the Introduction to the selection again (optional). 

• Complete the online Vocabulary activity.  In the “Sample Sentence” 
column, you must write your own sentences with enough detail to show 
that you understand the meaning of the words.  Remember that all 
sentences begin with capital letters and end with punctuation! 

NON-EXAMPLE:  The President consecrated the important place. 

“Consecrate” could have several meanings in the above sentence (liked, 
visited, protected, etc.).  Let’s add more details to the sentence so that its 
meaning is very clear. 

 

EXAMPLE:  The President consecrated the new monument as a tribute to the 
first responders who gave their lives saving others on 9/11. 

The details added show that the President declared during his visit or 
speech that the monument is sacred due to the loss of lives it was built to 
honor. 

 

• Read Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address” a second time.  As you re-read, add 
more annotations.   Use your annotation tool (or highlighter and pen) to 
identify the main ideas and key details that support those main ideas. 

 

• Write (following are detailed instructions and support) 
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Writing Prompt 

THINK ABOUT THIS:  Abraham Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address” is one of the shortest yet most 
influential speeches in American history. It remains famous and is often studied not only for its 
historical significance but for its masterful use of words. 

WRITING PROMPT:  In this speech, Lincoln honors the fallen at Gettysburg. 
However, after looking closely at his words, what do you think might be Lincoln’s 
greater objective? In other words, what message is he really trying to get across? 
Write a well-developed paragraph in response to the question above. Think about 
the ways in which Lincoln’s choice of words help him achieve that objective (or 
goal).  

 

Prewriting 

Jot down answers to the following questions. 

What are the central ideas from the text? 

 

 

 

 

How are the central ideas developed over the course of the text? 

 

 

 

 

How do the paragraphs help to connect the past with the present with the future? 
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Building Your Paragraph 

Use the graphic organizer below to organize and build your paragraph. 

TOPIC SENTENCE:  By linking the past with the present and calling upon the future in his famous 

“Gettysburg Address,” Abraham Lincoln achieves his greater objective of __________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

FIRST REASON:  Lincoln begins his speech by reminding his listeners of ____________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

TEXTUAL EVIDENCE/QUOTATION FROM THE SPEECH: This is evident when he says, “_________ 

______________________________________________________________________________	

______________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ .” 

EXPLAIN THE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE/QUOTATION & HOW IT SUPPORTS YOUR ARGUMENT: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________	

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

SECOND REASON:  Lincoln brings his audience forward into the present by _________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

TEXTUAL EVIDENCE/QUOTATION FROM THE SPEECH: For example, he says, “_______________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ .” 

EXPLAIN THE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE/QUOTATION & HOW IT SUPPORTS YOUR ARGUMENT: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________	
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

THIRD REASON:  Finally, the President challenges those gathered to ______________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________in the future. 

TEXTUAL EVIDENCE/QUOTATION FROM THE SPEECH: At the end, Lincoln emphasizes, “_______ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ .” 

EXPLAIN THE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE/QUOTATION & HOW IT SUPPORTS YOUR ARGUMENT: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________	

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

CONCLUSION (CONNECT BACK TO TOPIC SENTENCE):   Altogether, Lincoln makes connections  

between __________________________________________________________________ and  

_____________________________________________________________________________,  

ultimately delivering a very powerful message about the importance of ___________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

in his short but impactful speech. 

 

Revising Your Paragraph 

1) Underline or highlight all the transitional words and phrases in the paragraph builder above 
(both those that are included in the organizer and any that you added in your own sentences).  
Hint: there is a minimum of 5! 

2) Find at least 4 dull, overused, non-specific words in your writing (e.g., “things,” “good,” 
“bad,” “says,” “it,” etc.)  Cross them out and replace them with precise words or phrases that 
are more descriptive, accurate, and/or convincing. 

3) Would you like to add more textual evidence to your argumentative paragraph or expand 
upon any of the details that you already included?  Do not feel limited by the paragraph builder 
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but be sure to keep your argument focused on the topic sentence. Always present evidence 
clearly and follow with a clear, strong explanation. 

 

Writing the Final Draft  

Closely following your Paragraph Builder, type the final draft of your paragraph in the 
“Response” box provided in the Close Read assignment online.  

Proofread for typing/spelling errors! 

With teacher permission, you may type your paragraph as a Google or Word Document (then 
email/share or hand in to your teacher), or write it by hand. 

 

 

 

	


