English 10: INTRODUCTION TO Literature, PARTII

SEMESTER 2
Week 5: Jan. 30 – Feb. 3
Reading
Selections

Genre

Objectives

Pages

second half of
The Tragedy of Julius
Caesar, Act II, Scene
1

Drama

Literary Study: Analyzing dialogue 222-231
Reading Strategy: Drawing
conclusions about characters
Vocabulary: Understanding word
parts

Assignments
Read and Write Book
___pages 241-252

Read (margin activities & Note Taking)_______(points/grade)

___pages 232-233

“After You Read” Activities

_________(points/grade)

___page 234

Character Web

_________(points/grade)

Line Interpretations
Identify the speaker of each selection. Explain why these lines are important to the
development of the plot of the play and what insight(s) they offer about the character who
says them.
1. ________________________ (II.1)
“It must be by his death; and for my part,
I know no personal cause to spurn at him,
But for the general. He would be crowned.
How that might change his nature, there’s the
question.”
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2. _________________________ (II.1)
“. . . lowliness is young ambition’s ladder,
Whereto the climber-upward turns his face;
But when he once attains the upmost round,
He then unto the ladder turns his back . . .”

3. ________________________ (II.1)
“We shall be called purgers, not murderers.
And for Mark Antony, think not on him;
For he can do no more than Caesar’s arm
When Caesar’s head is off.”

4. _________________________ (II.1)
“ . . . No, my Brutus.
You have some sick offense within your mind,
Which by the right and virtue of my place
I ought to know of . . . ”

High School Grammar Packet
___Group 18: “Apostrophes (Contractions)” & “Semicolons” _________(points/grade)
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Week 6: Feb. 6 – Feb. 10
Assignments
Reading
Selections

Genre

Objectives

Pages

The Tragedy of Julius
Caesar, Act IV,
Scene 1

Drama

Literary Study: Analyzing
characters
Reading Strategy: Making and
verifying predictions
Vocabulary: Understanding
connotation and denotation

235-246

Read and Write Book
___pages 236-237

“Before You Read” Activities

_________(points/grade)

___pages 238-243

Read (margin activities & Note Taking)_______(points/grade)

___pages 244-245

“After You Read” Activities

_________(points/grade)

___page 246

Reasoning Map

_________(points/grade)

Comprehension Activity
Read the following synopsis (summary) of the entire play Julius Caesar so you can better
understand how the scenes that you read fit into the whole.
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Julius Caesar Summary
When the play opens, Julius Caesar has just returned to Rome after defeating
the sons of Pompey in battle.
Before we go any further, let's pause for a brief Roman history lesson. Pompey
(a.k.a. "Pompey the Great") was a member of the "first triumvirate," and he and
Caesar used to share power over Rome. Then Caesar and Pompey got into a big
fight. Pompey lost. When he tried to run away to Egypt in 48 B.C., he was
assassinated. But Caesar still had a problem: Pompey's sons were determined to
avenge their father's death and overthrow Caesar. So Caesar tracked down
Pompey's sons in Spain and stomped them out at the Battle of Munda in 45 B.C.
Now back to the play.
As Caesar parades through the streets of Rome like a rock star, the higher-ups in
Rome are nervous about his growing power and his popularity with the
commoners, who have abandoned their work to celebrate Caesar's triumphant
return. Caesar seems headed toward absolute power, a big no-no in the Roman
Republic.
Meanwhile, the festival of the Lupercal (a big party where people run around in
goatskin g-strings in the middle of February) is in full swing. Caesar is chilling at
the festival with his entourage when a soothsayer runs up and says "beware the
Ides of March" (meaning, "hey, watch your back on March 15"). Caesar looks at
the soothsayer and is all "whatever man."
While Caesar parties with his fans, Brutus and Cassius huddle together and talk
trash about him. Cassius is all bent out of shape because he thinks Caesar is
running around acting like a king. Without coming right out and saying so directly,
Cassius (who has been plotting against Caesar with a group of conspirators)
suggests that maybe Brutus should lead Rome. Brutus says he gets what
Cassius is saying, but he also goods friends with Caesar, so he needs a little
time to think about things before he makes any decisions. (Psst. If you read the
play closely, there's some evidence that Brutus has already been thinking about
getting rid of Caesar, because he confesses that he's been "at war" with himself,
meaning something's been bothering him.)
Brutus and Cassius run into Casca, a conspirator, who reports that Antony just
offered Caesar the crown three times. Casca is mad, because each time Caesar
pretended he didn't want the crown, which made the crowd of plebeians
(common folk) love him even more. Not only that, but Caesar acted like a total
drama queen and fainted (or pretended to) the third time Antony offered him the
crown. This made the "stinking" crowd go nuts.
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A month passes, which means we're approaching the "Ides of March." Casca
and Cicero are running around in a violent thunderstorm and comment on all the
crazy stuff that's been happening in Rome lately: a lion was roaming around and
a bunch of men in flames were spotted walking around the streets. Cassius, who
interprets these omens to mean that Caesar must be taken down, continues to
plot against Caesar. He sends someone to plant fake letters from Roman
commoners urging Brutus to eliminate Caesar, and attends a meeting that night
to plot Caesar's death.
Meanwhile, Brutus has decided to go ahead and kill his friend Caesar because
the man might become a complete tyrant if he gains more power. Brutus reasons
that, even though he and Caesar are BFFs, killing Caesar is the only way to save
the Roman Republic. (Is he right? We don't know for sure, but Shakespeare
definitely wants us to think about this.) Brutus finally meets with all the
conspirators, and they hatch a plan: they'll arrange to bring Caesar to the Capitol
so they can hack him into a million little pieces.
Meanwhile, Caesar has had a rough night, complete with a crying wife
(Calphurnia) who wants Caesar to stay at home because she's had a bad dream
and fears something awful is about to happen to him. But Caesar ultimately
decides to go to the Capitol, because Decius (one of the conspirators!) steps in
and says something like, "Oh, hey, when Calphurnia dreamed that you were a
statue full of holes and spouting blood, that just meant that you're going to be the
greatest leader Rome has ever seen." Caesar is all, "Yeah, I think you're right."
Decius promises that Caesar's going to be crowned king that day. Caesar goes
skipping off to the Senate. On the way to the Capitol, an old man tries to give
Caesar a letter warning him about the assassination, but Caesar blows him off.
At the Capitol, Caesar stands around bragging about how awesome he is. Just
as he's making a big speech about how he's the brightest star in the sky,
Cassius, Brutus, and the other plotters surround him and stab him to death – 33
times, just to be sure. Before falling, Caesar looks up and says "Et tu, Brute?"
Translation: "Even you, Brutus? What happened to us being best buds forever?"
The conspirators wash their hands in Caesar's blood (hmm...seems like
Calphurnia's dream was pretty accurate after all) so they can walk the streets
and calmly tell everyone that Rome is free of tyranny. The idea is that they'll
seem more convincing about their plans for a new dawn of peace if they're
dripping with Caesar's fresh blood. Surprisingly, instead of hailing Brutus and
Cassius as saviors, the people of Rome run around declaring that it's Doomsday.
The situation is not going according to plan.
Things really go awry when Antony shows up to weep over Caesar's body. While
clearly distraught, he promises not to blame the conspirators as long as he's
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Act 2
Scene 1

allowed to speak at the funeral in praise of Caesar's virtues. Of course, we hear
in an aside that Antony plans mayhem and murder, so we're not surprised when
he gets to the funeral pulpit and urges the people of Rome to riot against Julius
Caesar's murderers. (An "aside," by the way, is when a character says
something to the audience that no other characters on stage can hear.)
Meanwhile, Brutus and Cassius have fled and chaos has ensued. Even politically
unimportant folks like poets are being killed on the street. Antony has met up with
Lepidus and Caesar's adopted son, Octavius. Together they'll form the new
Act 4
triumvirate to lead Rome and battle against Cassius and Brutus.
Scene 1
Meanwhile, Cassius and Brutus get into a big argument at their first meeting after
the funeral. Cassius has been accepting bribes on the side, which compromises
their credibility. (Remember, the only reason Brutus agreed to join the conspiracy
was that he believed killing Caesar was for the greater good, not for any selfserving reason. At least, that's what Brutus says.) Still, they agree to march and
meet the enemy (Antony, Octavius, and Lepidus) at Philippi, despite a visit from
Caesar's ghost to Brutus to say he'll be at Philippi too. It's going to be like a
family reunion, except this one will mostly end in death. Everyone has steeled
himself for this possibility, and Cassius and Brutus implicitly agree to pull a
Romeo and Juliet (kill themselves) in case anything goes wrong in the battle.
On the battlefield the two enemy factions exchange some rough words, and
Brutus claims he's not a traitor. Fighting ensues, and Cassius and Brutus set up
on different parts of the field. Brutus is having some success in overtaking
Octavius's army, but Cassius's guys are held fast by Antony's, so they're at a
stalemate.
Then Cassius jumps the gun and kills himself over a misunderstanding: he
thought his friend Titinius had been overtaken by enemy hordes, when it was
really only Brutus's friends trying to hand a crown to Titinius so he could give it to
Cassius. Titinius finds Cassius's body and kills himself too, so when Brutus
arrives, his buddies are already dead. Then Brutus decides to kill himself. He
gets his old friend Strato to hold his sword while he runs at it. As he dies, he says
he didn't kill Caesar with half so strong a will as he kills himself now, so we know
he dies willingly.
Antony and Octavius know they've won even before they arrive to find Brutus's
body. Antony gives a nice speech over the body in his usual style, saying Brutus
was the noblest Roman ever and the only one of the conspirators who killed
Caesar for Rome's good and not out of envy. Finally, Octavius agrees that
Brutus's body can stay in his tent for the night, befitting a dead soldier, and they
won't even have to share a bunk, as Octavius and his friends will be out
celebrating all the death and victory. The end.
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Writing
Based on your reading of the literature (as well as what your learned from the synopsis of
the play), were the conspirators justified in killing Caesar? First, make a chart of the
reasons for and against Ceasar’s asassination
Brutus, etc. killed Caesar for the good of
Rome  HEROES!

Ceasar’s murder was unjustified and
wrong  THUGS! MURDERERS!

Write a paragraph in which you take a stand on Caesar’s murder: should the Brutus and
the conspirators have killed Caesar or not? Begin with a topic sentence that clearly states
your position on Caesar’s assassination. Then support your position with at least 3 pieces
of EVIDENCE from the play (either quoted lines or presented in your own words).
Then, don’t assume the reader of your paragraph will understand the evidence you offer.
You must follow each piece of evidence you select with 1-2 sentences of further
explanation (or interpretation) in your own words. End with a concluding sentence that
sums up your position on the issue.
Recommended length = 8-11 sentences

High School Grammar Packet
___Group 19: “Parentheses” & “Colons”

_________(points/grade)
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Weeks 6-9: Feb. 13 – Mar. 16
Break from Read and Write Book for Novel Unit*

see note below

Week 6: Feb. 13 – Feb. 17
Benchmark Test 1
High School Grammar Packet
___Group 20: “Apostrophes”

__________(points/grade)
_________(points/grade)

Week 7: Feb. 27 – Mar. 2
High School Grammar Packet
___Sentence Revision #1: Unnecessary and Redundant Modifiers _______(points/grade)

Week 8: Mar. 5 – Mar. 9
High School Grammar Packet
___ Sentence Revision #2: Prepositional Phrases

__________(points/grade)

Week 9: Mar. 12 – Mar. 16
High School Grammar Packet
___ Sentence Revision #1: Adverbial Phrases

__________(points/grade)

*Students are directed to choose a book from the Edge Library Series that falls in the
student’s Lexile range that is a) appropriate for a month long study and b) a book that
they have NOT yet read.

Pacific Charter Institute English 10/Spring Semester

Pacific Charter Institute English 10/Spring Semester

