English 11: AMERICAN Literature

SEMESTER 1
Aug. 13 – Aug. 17
• Beginning of the Year Writing Assessment
• NWEA Testing
• Start the Personal Reading Program

Week 1: Aug. 20 – Aug. 24
Reading Selections Genre

Objectives

Pages

Comparing Literature:
The Sky Tree / How
the Leopard Got His
Claws / Prayer to the
Pacific

Literary Study: Analyzing oral
tradition
Reading Strategies: Questioning /
Comparing works across time and
place

1-16

Myths
and
Poetry

Assignments
Read and Write Book
___pages 2-3

“Before You Read” Activities

_________(points/grade)

___pages 4-14

Read (notes & margin activities)

_________(points/grade)

___pages 15-16

“After You Read” Activities

_________(points/grade)

Writing
Though your family may not have official “myths” that are told to your so that you may
pass them down to your children, no doubt you, too, have some oral traditions of your
own. Think of a family story that you have heard several times. It could be a piece of
family history, a description about a living or deceased relative, or just an entertaining
story that someone likes to tell. Write a paragraph in which you summarize this oral
tradition. Begin with a topic sentence that gives an overview of the family. Then, in the
body of your paragraph relate the main points of the story, without going into much depth
on any one of those points. Conclude your paragraph with a sentence that tells why this
family story is important and often-told. Goal: 10 sentences.

High School Grammar Packet
___Group 1: “Proper Nouns and Pronouns”

_________(points/grade)
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Week 2: Aug. 27– Aug. 31
Reading Selection

Genre Objectives

Pages

Upon the Burning of
Our House / To My
Dear and Loving
Husband
Letter to John Adams

Poetry

17-24

Letter

Literary Study: Analyzing metaphor
Reading Strategy: Drawing
conclusions about author’s beliefs
Vocabulary: Understanding synonyms
Literary Study: Analyzing description
Reading Strategy: Recognizing
author’s purpose
Vocabulary: Understanding analogies

37-44

Assignments
Read and Write Book
___pages 18-19

“Before You Read” Activities

_________(points/grade)

___pages 20-22

Read (notes & margin activities)

_________(points/grade)

___pages 23-24

“After You Read” Activities

_________(points/grade)

___page 306

Conclusion Chart

_________(points/grade)

___pages 38-39

“Before You Read” Activities

_________(points/grade)

___pages 40-42

Read (notes & margin activities)

_________(points/grade)

___pages 43-44

“After You Read” Activities

_________(points/grade)

___page 308

Evaluation Chart

_________(points/grade)

High School Grammar Packet
___Group 2: “ Adjectives and Adverbs”

_________(points/grade)

Vocabulary (in supplement)
___pages 239-240

“Synonyms: Nuances”

_________(points/grade)

Writing
This week you will write two Response to Literature paragraphs about the poem you have
just read.
Let’s start with a summary of Anne Bradstreet’s poem “To My Dear and Loving
Husband”:
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"To	
  My	
  Dear	
  and	
  Loving	
  Husband"	
  begins	
  by	
  describing	
  the	
  near-‐perfect	
  
compatibility	
  between	
  the	
  speaker	
  and	
  her	
  husband.	
  The	
  speaker	
  then	
  
describes	
  how	
  much	
  she	
  values	
  her	
  husband's	
  love,	
  how	
  strong	
  her	
  love	
  is,	
  
and	
  how	
  she	
  will	
  never	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  repay	
  her	
  husband	
  for	
  his	
  love.	
  	
  The	
  poem	
  
concludes	
  with	
  the	
  speaker	
  urging	
  herself	
  and	
  her	
  husband	
  to	
  "persevere"	
  in	
  
their	
  love	
  for	
  another	
  so	
  that	
  they	
  can	
  live	
  forever.	
  	
  
 When you write a response to literature, you are giving YOUR personal response to a
story, play, or poem. Basically, you are arguing your own point and then defending your
point with evidence from the literature.
Directions:
Choose two (2) of the questions below about Bradstreet’s poem and write a paragraph in
response to each. That means you will have two complete and separate paragraphs when
you are done. Any answer is acceptable as long as you can defend your answer with lines
or words from the poem.
1. Do you think the speaker loves her husband as much as she says she does? Why
or why not?
2. Do you think this poem is trying to make an argument or prove a point? Or is it
merely describing the love between the speaker and her husband?
3. Is there anything ridiculous about the speaker's claims? No river can quench it –
really? Do you take her love seriously, or does she seem a bit melodramatic to
you?
4. How is it that the speaker and her husband will live forever, really? What do you
think she means by the last two lines of the poem?
5. Does this poem seem like it was written in the 1600s?
6. Based on this poem alone, what do you think of Mrs. Bradstreet?
Steps
• Choose a question. Formulate an answer.
• Write one sentence that summarizes your overall response. This will be your first
sentence in the paragraph, or your TOPIC SENTENCE.
• Look in the poem and find a line or an expression that can help you with your
answer. Introduce it and write it as your CONCRETE DETAIL.
• Write two sentences of COMMENTARY that explain what, why and how the
concrete detail supports you answer. Be thoughtful and original but stay focused
on the question you are answering.
• Wrap up your paragraph with a CLOSING STATEMENT that loops back to your
Topic Sentence.
Read the model that follows. Use the Writing Frames to help build your paragraphs.
After completing the Writing Frames, write or type your paragraphs in standard format.
Don’t forget to indent the first line!
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Response to Literature Paragraph Format (Writing Frame)
Topic Sentence
In___________________________________________________________________by
____________________________, (reword the question that you are answering)

Transition  into…Concrete Detail (write the detail from the poem to help answer question)
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
Commentary (write about what/why/how the detail answers about the question)
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
More Commentary (continue to write about what/why/how this detail answers the question)
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Transition  into…Another Concrete Detail

(write 2nd detail from poem to help answer

question)

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
Commentary (write about what/why/how the 2nd detail answers about question)
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
More Commentary (continue to write about what/why/how this detail answers the question)
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
CS – Closing Statement (wrap up your idea)
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
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Response to Literature Paragraph Format (Writing Frame)
Topic Sentence
In___________________________________________________________________by
____________________________, (reword the question that you are answering)

Transition  into…Concrete Detail (write the detail from the poem to help answer question)
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
Commentary (write about what/why/how the detail answers about the question)
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
More Commentary (continue to write about what/why/how this detail answers the question)
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Transition  into…Another Concrete Detail

(write 2nd detail from poem to help answer

question)

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
Commentary (write about what/why/how the 2nd detail answers about question)
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
More Commentary (continue to write about what/why/how this detail answers the question)
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
CS – Closing Statement (wrap up your idea)
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
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Week 3: Sept. 4 – Sept. 7
Reading Selection Genre
TIME: How They
Chose These Words

Objectives

Pages

Historical Reading Strategy: Analyzing
Essay
informational text / Determining main
idea and supporting details

25-36

Assignments
Read and Write Book
___pages 26-27

“Before You Read” Activities

_________(points/grade)

___pages 28-34

Read (notes & margin activities)

_________(points/grade)

___pages 35-36

“After You Read” Activities

_________(points/grade)

___page 307

“Outline”

_________(points/grade)

High School Grammar Packet
___Group 3: “Prepositions and Conjunctions”

_________(points/grade)
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Week 4: Sept. 10 – Sept. 14
Reading Selection

Genre Objectives

Pages

The Pit and the
Pendulum

Short
Story

79-98

Literary Study: Analyzing suspense
Reading Strategy: Identifying
sequence
Vocabulary: Understanding word
origins

Assignments
Read and Write Book
___pages 80-81

“Before You Read” Activities

_________(points/grade)

___pages 82-95

Read (notes & margin activities)

_________(points/grade)

___pages 96-97

“After You Read” Activities

_________(points/grade)

___page 98

Plot Diagram

_________(points/grade)

Writing
The outline about an historical event that you created on page 307 last week is the
basis for your first essay, an informative essay about an event in U.S. history with which
you are familiar and/or would like to learn more about. Some examples would be: the
Emancipation Proclamation, the first Thanksgiving, the California Gold Rush, etc. Make
sure it is just one event and not an entire period in history. Instead of choosing an entire
war (i.e., The Civil War), identify one important battle, such as the Battle of Gettysburg.
This week you will be in the prewriting phase. If the historical event that you
outlined for the assignment on page 307 doesn’t interest you enough or if you’ve changed
your mind, flip through your American history book to generate other ideas. Browse the
Internet. Consult your teacher or other coaches.
Once you have identified the historical event you want to research and write
about, conduct some basic research from at least two sources. This will take several
days.
• Spend time on the Internet, read your American history book, and/or visit the
library.
• Take notes!
• Fill out the “Sources Consulted” chart in the English 11 Supplement so that you
have all necessary information about any source from which you took
information.
When you believe that you have enough information about your event, complete
an OUTLINE for your essay (directions follow). An outline is an organizational tool,
or, a general plan of what you are going to write in the finished paper. It shows the order
of your information, what each paragraph will discuss.
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Week 5: Sept. 17 – Sept. 21
Reading Selection Genre
Comparing
Literature: from My
Bondage and My
Freedom / Frederick
Douglas / In Texas
Grass

Objectives

Pages

AutoLiterary Study: Analyzing
Biography autobiography
and Poetry Reading Strategy: Analyzing cause
and effect/Comparing literature
Vocabulary: Understanding
denotation and connotation

99-114

Assignments
Read and Write Book
___pages 100-101

“Before You Read” Activities

_________(points/grade)

___pages 102-111

Read (notes & margin activities)

_________(points/grade)

___pages 112-113

“After You Read” Activities

_________(points/grade)

___page 114

Analysis Chart

_________(points/grade)

Writing
After getting some feedback and corrections on your outline, it is time to write
(type) the FIRST DRAFT of your report. It will develop directly from your outline.
I. In the first paragraph, introduce your historical event (the topic).
A. Open with a hook (a little known fact, a staggering statistic, a mini-scene, etc.)
B. Give the basics: tell when (and where) it occurred and why it is important.
II. Now for the body of your report.
A. Write a separate paragraph for each Roman numeral (supporting detail).
B. Provide at least three examples (A, B, C) for each supporting detail and then
EXPLAIN each example.
1. All of your writing must be paraphrased (i.e., in your own words).
2. No quotations.
C. Use appropriate and varied transitions within and between each paragraph to
clarify the relationship between ideas.
D. Each body paragraph must be a minimum of 8 sentences.
III. Write a concluding paragraph that summarizes your historical event and
comments on its significance.
_________(points/grade)

High School Grammar Packet
___Group 4: “ Simple Subject and Compound Subject”

_________(points/grade)
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Week 6: Sept. 24 – Sept. 28
Reading
Genre Objectives
Selections
Ain’t I a Woman?

Speech

I Hear America
Poetry
Singing/When I Heard
the Learn’d
Astronomer

Pages

Literary Study: Analyzing oratory
115-122
Reading Strategy: Evaluate argument
Vocabulary: Understanding word usage
Literary Study: Analyzing free verse
133-138
Reading Strategy: Paraphrasing

Assignments
Read and Write Book
___pages 116-117

“Before You Read” Activities

_________(points/grade)

___pages 118-119

Read (notes & margin activities)

_________(points/grade)

___pages 120-122

“After You Read” Activities

_________(points/grade)

___pages 134-135

“Before You Read” Activities

_________(points/grade)

___pages 136-138

Read (notes & margin activities)

_________(points/grade)

___page 311

Poetic Characteristics Chart

_________(points/grade)

Writing
Based on teacher feedback, revise (improve, change, correct) the first draft of your report
from last week with attention to areas identified. Final draft is due next week! Areas
may include but are not limited to:
• Organization  Did you stick to your outline when you developed your
paragraphs? If not, you may need to adjust paragraphing. The information
should be presented in a logical order with a clear sense of beginning and end.
• Quality of information  Do you have all the supporting details specific to your
topic that you need? If not, you may need to add some or explain more.
• Transition  Do your sentences and paragraphs flow smoothly? Add
transitional words and expressions as needed to help your report flow clearly from
beginning to end.
• Polish your sentences  Eliminate wordiness and unnecessary repetition.
Vary sentence patterns for clearer meaning, higher interest and/or better style.
• Works Cited  Turn to your “Sources Consulted” chart. Create a “Works Cited”
page following the specific guidelines presented in “Citing Sources” (next pg.).
_________(points/grade)

High School Grammar Packet
___Group 5: “ Identifying Fragments and Revising Fragments”
_________(points/grade)
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CITING SOURCES HANDOUT
From MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers 6th ed.

Work cited lists are alphabetized by the first element in each entry, i.e. Author, Title, etc.
FOLLOW THE MODELS EXACTLY, right down to the last period!

BOOK BY SINGLE AUTHOR:
Fukuyama, Francis. Our Revolution. New York: Farrar, 2002.
BOOK BY TWO OR MORE AUTHORS:
Eggins, Suzanne, and Diane Slade. Analysing Casual Conversation. London: Cassell, 1997.
AN ARTICLE IN A REFERENCE BOOK (Dictionary, Encyclopedia, etc.)
“Equidistant Projection.” Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary. 10th ed. 2009.
“Mandarin.” The Encyclopedia Americana. 2007 ed.
"China". World Almanac 2002. World Almanac, Inc., 2001. pp 864-865.
MAGAZINES:
Metha, Pratap Bhanu. “Exploding Myths.” New Republic 6 June 1998: 17-19.
NEWSPAPERS:
Jerold, Paul. “David of the Art World.” New York Times 13 July 2002, late ed.: B7+.
A DOCUMENT FROM AN INTERNET SITE:
“City Profile: San Francisco.” CNN.com. 2004. Cable News Network. 14 May 2012
<http://www.cnn.com/TRAVEL/atevo/city/SanFrancisco/intro.html>.
“Selected Seventeenth-Century Events.” Romantic Chronology. Ed. Laura Mandell and Alan Liu.
1999. U of California, Santa Barbara. 22 Jun 2010 <http://english.ucsb.edu:591/rchrono/>.
Jane Austen Information Page. Ed. Henry Churchyard. 6 Sept. 2005. 15 September 2012
<http://www.pemberley.com/janeinfo/janeinfo.html>.

date you accessed
information from
the website
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Week 7: Oct. 1 – Oct. 5
Reading
Genre
Selections
from Mary
Chestnut’s Civil War

Memoir

Objectives

Pages

Literary Study: Analyzing journal
Reading Strategy: Distinguishing
fact and opinion
Vocabulary: Understanding context
clues

123-132

Assignments
Read and Write Book
___pages 100-101

“Before You Read” Activities

_________(points/grade)

___pages 102-107

Read (notes & margin activities)

_________(points/grade)

___page 108

“After You Read” Activities

_________(points/grade)

High School Grammar Packet
___Group 6: “ Identifying Run-Ons and Revising Run-Ons”_________(points/grade)

Vocabulary (in supplement)
___pages 188-190

“Patterns of Word Changes, part 2” _________(points/grade)
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