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English 12: World Literature 
 

SEMESTER 2 
 
 
Week 11:  Mar. 19 – Mar. 23 
 
Reading 
Selections 

Genre Objectives Pages 

from The Broken 
Spears: The Aztec 
Account of the 
Conquest of Mexico 

Nonfiction Literary Study: Analyzing setting 
Reading Strategy: Analyzing 
cultural context 
Vocabulary: Understanding word 
analogies 

265-276 

 
Assignments 
 

Read and Write Book 
___pages 266-267 “Before You Read” Activities _________(points/grade) 

___pages 268-274 Read (notes & margin activities) _________(points/grade) 

___pages 275-276 “After You Read” Activities  _________(points/grade) 

___page 358  5 W’s and an H Diagram  _________(points/grade) 

 

Writing 
This week’s reading is an account of the conquest of the Aztec empire (in what is now 
Mexico) told from the perspective of survivors of the Tlateloco district that was captured 
and destroyed by the Spaniards and their allies.  It is not a polished story but a raw, 
straightforward recounting of the siege of Tenochtitlan.  
 
Think about the cultural context of this event in history.  Write a paragraph in which 
you analyze a main factor that contributed to the defeat of the Aztecs.  Provide a 
detailed look at the factor you choose and explain how and why this brought about their 
downfall.  Use examples from the reading.  Some factors you may want to consider are:  
belief in superstition/omens/signs; inferior weapons; ceremonial war tactics; disease; 
other?  Use the Paragraph Guide that follows to gather and develop your ideas.  Maybe 
you won’t have 4 Supporting Details, but you should at least have 3. 
 
High School Grammar Packet  
___Sentence Revision #4: “Adjectives”   _________(points/grade) 
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Week 12: Mar. 26 – Mar. 30 
 
Reading Selection Genre Objectives Pages 
Two Countries Poetry Literary Study: Analyzing 

juxtaposition 
Reading Strategy: Analyzing 
figures of speech 
Vocabulary: Understanding word 
usage 

277-282 

 
Assignments 
 
Read and Write Book 
___pages 278-279 “Before You Read” Activities _________(points/grade) 

___page 280  Read (notes & margin activities) _________(points/grade) 

___pages 281-282 “After You Read” Activities  _________(points/grade) 

___page 359  Theme Organizer   _________(points/grade) 

 
 
Writing 
The back drop of this poem is the fight for Cuban independence from Spain.  The more 
you understand about the movement (the circumstances, the struggles, the people), the 
more the message of the poem will ring true for you. 
 
For the next several weeks, you will conduct research on an important revolution in the 
world and present your findings in a written paper of 2-3 pages in length.  Some key 
revolutions to consider and some good websites for initial research follow:  
 the American Revolution     [http://www.pbs.org/ktca/liberty/]    
 [http://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution] 
 the Cuban Revolution 
 [http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/castro/peopleevents/index.html] 
 [http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/batista-forced-out-by-castro-led-
 revolution] 
 the French Revolution      [http://www.history.com/topics/french-revolution] 
 [http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/219315/French-Revolution] 
 the Haitian Revolution     [http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part3/3p2990.html] 
    [http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/251961/Haiti/217450/The-Haitian-
 Revolution] 
 the Russian Revolution 
 [http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/513907/Russian-Revolution-of-
 1917] 
 [http://www.historyguide.org/europe/lecture5.html] 
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Locate two (2) sources (one must be an online source; the other can be a book or printed 
article) on the revolution of your choice.  Read about the revolution and complete the fact 
gathering sheet that follows. 
 
 

 

High School Grammar Packet  
___ Sentence Revision #5: “Participial Phrases”_________(points/grade) 
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Week 12: Apr. 9 - 13 
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Week 13:  Apr. 9 – Apr. 13 
 
Reading Selection Genre Objectives Pages 
Functional Documents Functional  

Documents 
Reading Strategy:  Analyzing 
expository texts 
 

331-341 

 
Assignments 
 
Read and Write Book 
___pages 332-333 “Before You Read” Activities _________(points/grade) 

___pages 334-340 Read (notes & margin activities) _________(points/grade) 

___pages 341  “After You Read” Activities  _________(points/grade) 

___page 363  Workplace Writing: Business E-mail  

        _________(points/grade) 
Writing 

Write a 2-3 page type-written report that results from gathering, reading, understanding, 
and organizing the important facts you learned in Week 11.  Reports are written to share 
information and report any facts or findings relative to the topic being reported: an 
important revolution in history.  Notice that this topic does not take a position or ask 
you to prove a point. It simply reports the facts found. Use the completed fact gathering 
sheet titled “Revolt!” to guide your writing.  Make sure that your report has: 

• a title 
• an introduction that identifies “who?” “what?” “where?” “when?” “why?”  
• subheadings for each “section” in the body of the report 
• a conclusion that summarizes the main points 
• a separate “Works Cited” page [see requirements on following page] 

 
 
High School Grammar Packet  
___Lesson 65:  “Usage: a to altogether”   _________(points/grade) 
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CITING SOURCES 
 

From MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers 6th ed. 
 

Work cited lists are alphabetized by the first element in each entry, i.e. Author, Title, etc. 
FOLLOW THE MODELS EXACTLY, including indentations,  

spacing, punctuation, and capitalization! 
 

 
BOOK BY SINGLE AUTHOR: 
Fukuyama, Francis. Our Revolution. New York: Farrar, 2002. 
 
BOOK BY TWO OR MORE AUTHORS: 
Eggins, Suzanne, and Diane Slade. Analysing Casual Conversation. London: Cassell, 1997. 
 
 
AN ARTICLE IN A REFERENCE BOOK  (Dictionary, Encyclopedia, etc.) 
“Azimuthal Equidistant Projection.” Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary. 10th ed. 2009. 
 
“Mandarin.” The Encyclopedia Americana. 2007 ed. 
 
"China". World Almanac 2002. World Almanac, Inc., 2001. pp 864-865. 
 
Le Patourel, John. “Normans and Normandy.” Dictionary of the Middle Ages. Ed. Joseph R. Strayer. 

13 vols. New York: Scribner’s, 1987. 
 
MAGAZINES: 
Metha, Pratap Bhanu. “Exploding Myths.” New Republic 6 June 1998: 17-19. 
 
NEWSPAPERS: 
Jeromack, Paul. “David of the Art World.” New York Times 13 July 2002, late ed.: B7+. 
 
A FILM OR VIDEO RECORDING (VHS, DVD): 
It's a Wonderful Life.  Dir. Frank Capra. Perf. James Stewart, Donna Reed, Lionel Barrymore, and 

Thomas Mitchell.  RKO,  1946.   
 

A PERSONAL INTERVIEW (in person, telephone, email) 
Parker, Alvin F. Telephone interview. 10 Dec. 2010. 
   
 
A DOCUMENT FROM AN INTERNET SITE: 
“City Profile: San Francisco.” CNN.com. 2004. Cable News Network. 14 May 2008  

<http://www.cnn.com/TRAVEL/atevo/city/SanFrancisco/intro.html>. 
 
“Selected Seventeenth-Century Events.” Romantic Chronology. Ed. Laura Mandell and Alan Liu. 
 1999.  U of California, Santa Barbara. 22 Jun 2010 <http://english.ucsb.edu:591/rchrono/>. 
 
Jane Austen Information Page. Ed. Henry Churchyard. 6 Sept. 2005. 15 June 2010  

<http://www.pemberley.com/janeinfo/janeinfo.html>. 
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Week 14: Apr. 16 – Apr. 20 

 
Assignments 
 
Read the following article by Jeff Dunn, Executive Editor at Edudemic 
 
How Infographics Accelerate Learning 
We’re no stranger to infographics. They’re seemingly everywhere and that’s for a 
big reason: they’re easy to understand and fun to use. EduDemic is all about 
making learning fun and that’s just what infographics do. A relatively recent 
phenomenon, infographics are turning into a popular avenue for statisticians 
and artists (an odd mix to be sure) to join forces and come up with some great 
content for the web. 

Infographics In School 
Would infographics help students learn in the classroom? The Internet is a far 
cry from what the classroom is like.Or is it? Students might actually be able to 
learn at an accelerated rate if the pertinent facts were boiled down into easy-to-
digest snippets. While this would certainly not take the place of lessons and 
long-term learning, infographics might do a good job at helping students 
understand the basic points about a lesson. What do you think? 

Accelerating Decision Making & Learning 
Lucky for us, Rick Mans built a fabulous infographic ON infographics. In case 
you skimmed/skipped the previous couple of paragraphs (so much reading!) 
please let this colorful image make our point for us. OK time to stop typing, 
you’re already looking at the pretty picture.  
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Example of an infographic about infographics! 
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Vocabulary 
Using only context clues (the hints that are built into the sentences around words), 
determine and write the definition for each of the underlined words in the article above: 
 

1. infographic 

2. phenomenon 

3. statistician 

4. accelerated 

5. snippet 

6. skimmed 

 

“Writing” 
Create your own infographic on the revolution that your researched and reported on.   
Your infographic will break down complex information and use image, symbol and text 
to communicate it attractively and effectively.  It will be the picture that is 1,000 words! 
 
This assignment may push you outside your normal, comfortable “school” reading-and-
writing habits, but it will give you practice in the ultimate 21st century skill: telling 
stories with data.  Your infographic may include graphs, charts, timelines, diagrams, 
flowcharts, word visualizations, photographs, maps, etc.   
 
You may create a physical posted to complete this assignment, or, if you have access to 
technology and are experienced at finding and using online resources, you can create 
your infographic on the web!  In the latter case, the options are almost limitless.  If you 
do so, be sure to submit the EXACT url of your infographic to your teacher. 
 
Follow these general design guidelines: 
  Keep it simple!  Don’t try to do too much in one picture. 
  Decide on a color & style scheme. 
  Research some great (impressive) facts and statistics. 
  Think of it as a visual essay. 
  Remember that it’s all about quickly conveying the meaning behind complex 

data. 
  Draw conclusions. 
 Reference your facts in the infographic. 
 
For students creating their infographics online, check out these amazing free resources: 
 
Hohli 
Hohli is an intuitive, simple online chart maker. It’s incredibly easy to pick your chart type, 
add some data, vary the sizes and colors and see the finished chart. The finished charts are 
also very well designed and look great! 
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Creately 
Creately lets you make easy-to-make diagrams and flow charts (easy to collaborate too). 
When you start, you can choose from a number of purpose-designed diagram types and 
quickly add your data to make your own chart. The end result looks very professional. 
 
Wordle 
Wordle lets you create word visualizations using text that you enter. There are plenty of 
interesting designs to choose from. Enter whole books, short passages or see what other 
people have used. 
 
Tableau 
Tableau is a free Windows-only software for creating visualizations. You can make 
impressive graphs and tables that are colorful and quite unique. 
 
Tagxedo  
Tagxedo turns words -- famous speeches, news articles, slogans and themes, even your love 
letters -- into a visually stunning word cloud, words individually sized appropriately to highlight the 
frequencies of occurrence within the body of text. 
 
Inkscape 
Inkscape is a free vector graphic software available for many platforms. This is the ideal free 
option for the creation of your overall infographic. Simple and intuitive, you should have no 
problems importing your visualizations and combining them with other visuals to create 
your masterpiece. 
 
Visual.ly  
Visual.ly is a site entirely dedicated to infographics!  It has a search engine for web-based 
infographics.  See all the best infographics on the web in one place and create “wow” 
infographics with no special software needed. 
 
 
Good luck!  Most of all, have fun! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
High School Grammar Packet  
___Lesson 66:  “Usage: amount to could of”   _________(points/grade) 

 


