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English 9: introduction to literature, part i 
 

SEMESTER 1 
 

Weeks 8-11:  Oct. 8 – Nov. 2 

Break from Read and Write Book for Novel Unit  

• STUDENTS MAY READ ANY NOVEL (no comic book titles) THAT THEY 
HAVE NOT PREVIOUSLY READ.   

• COMPLETE THE ACCOMPANYING “STUDENT JOURNAL” THAT YOUR 
TEACHER WILL DOWNLOAD FOR YOU AT www.hbedge.net ) 

 

Week 8:  Oct. 8 – Oct. 12 

Benchmark Test #1 

High School Grammar Packet 
___Group 7: “ Pronoun-Antecedents and Pronoun-Past Tense Agreement”   

        __________(points/grade) 

Week 9:  Oct. 15 – Oct. 19 

High School Grammar Packet 
___Group 8: “ Short Comparative Modifiers and Short Superlative Modifiers”  

        __________(points/grade) 

Week 10:  Oct. 22 – Oct. 26 

High School Grammar Packet 
___Group 9: “ Present Tense Verbs and Voice”      

        __________(points/grade) 

Week 11:  Oct. 29 – Nov. 2 

High School Grammar Packet 
___Group 10: “Commas:  Speaker Tags, Appositives, Lists, Introductions”  

        __________(points/grade) 
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Week 12:  Nov. 5 – Nov. 9 

Reading 
Selections 

Genre Objectives Pages 

That One Man’s Profit 
Is Another’s Loss 

Essay Literary Study: Analyzing antithesis 
Reading Strategy:  Analyzing 
argument 
Vocabulary:  Word usage 

91-98  

 
Assignments 
 
Read and Write Book 
___pages 92-93 “Before You Read” Activities _________(points/grade) 

___pages 94-96 Read (notes & margin activities) _________(points/grade) 

___pages 97-98 “After You Read” Activities  _________(points/grade) 

___page 327  Vocabulary    _________(points/grade) 

___page 328  Evidence Organizer and Analysis _________(points/grade) 

 

Writing 
 Choose one of the antitheses listed at the top of page 93 in your book.  Each is a 
statement by a famous person.  Read the statement you choose several times and really 
think about it.  Then write an analytical paragraph that explores the antithesis from your 
point of view.  Give reasons and facts from your own life and our society today that back 
up whether you agree or disagree with that statement.  Begin your paragraph by 
introducing the quote (copy it in its entirety and say who said it).  Then proceed with your 
thoughts about this statement. Don’t just give reasons or facts—explain them!  End with a 
sentence that sums up or restates your point of view regarding the statement. Minimum 10 
sentences. 
        _________(points/grade) 
 

High School Grammar Packet 
___Group 11: “Commas:  Geography, Direct Address, Conjunctions, Letters”  

        _________(points/grade) 
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Week 13:  Nov. 12 – Nov. 16 
Reading 
Selections 

Genre Objectives Pages 

I Wandered Lonely as 
a Cloud 

Poetry Literary Study: Analyzing rhyme and 
rhyme scheme 
Reading Strategy: Previewing the 
text/Applying knowledge of word 
origins/Identifying and using literal and 
figurative meanings of words 
Vocabulary: Word Origins 

99-106 

I Was a Skinny 
Tomboy Kid 

Poetry Literary Study: Analyzing free verse 
Reading Strategy: Analyzing sensory 
details 
Vocabulary: None 

119-126 

 
Assignments 
 
Read and Write Book 
___pages 100-101 “Before You Read” Activities _________(points/grade) 

___pages 102-103 Read (notes & margin activities) _________(points/grade) 

___pages 104-105 “After You Read” Activities  _________(points/grade) 

___page 106  Web Diagram    _________(points/grade) 

___pages 120-121 “Before You Read” Activities _________(points/grade) 

___page 122-124 Read (notes & margin activities) _________(points/grade) 

___page 125  “After You Read” Activities  _________(points/grade) 

___page 126  Web     _________(points/grade) 

 

Vocabulary (pages follow) 
___pages 204-206  “Patterns of Word Changes”  _________(points/grade) 

 

High School Grammar Packet 
___Group 12: “Capitalization:  People, Places, Things, Holidays/Dates”   

        _________(points/grade) 
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Class

17. lf you clarify your idea through illustration. you offer

t 8. What part of speech is most likely to be?

Using What You Know
When you learn a word, you also learn something about other words connected
to it. For example, when you learned the meaning of pronounce, you also
learned a great deal about pronunciotion, pronounceoble, unpronounceoble,
mispronounce, mispronunciotion, and pronouncement.

Most words have connections to other words, and you can use those
connections:

benevolenf contains the root bene

bene is part of benefit, which is something good or helpful

benevolent has something to do with goodness or helpfulness

lf you use reasoning like this, you will find that you can get a good idea of the
meanings of many words that are related to words you know. lf getting a general
idea of a word's meaning isn't sufficient, use online or digital resources, such as
a dictionary or glossary to find out its precise meaning.

Exercise C: Using Familiar Words to Determine Meanings of
Unfamiliar Words
For each item, use what you know about the italicized word to figure out the
meaning of the underlined word. Circle the letter of the correct answer.

19. By thinking about combat, you can tell that a combative person is likely to

a. learn b. fight c. sleep

20. By thinking about malnutrition, you can tell that something that is
malodorous
a. smells bad c. has no smell

2l . By thinking about error, you can tell that to err is to make a

a. fuss

b. smells good
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b. mess c, mistake
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22. By thinking about provoke, you can tell that a provocation is something that

a. angers or irritates b. grows larger c. reveals what is
hidden

Zt. By thinking about sufficient,you can tell that something that would suffice
for a hungry person would be

a. a big meal b. a small snack c. the aroma of baking

How Meanings Change
The meanings of words change over time. For example, the original meaning
of lody *us ione who kneads bread." The meaning we know today of "adult
female" didn't come into use until the late I BOOs. ln the meantime, it went
through a number of changes including "a woman of high social standing" and
"a woman of refinement," both of which are still dictionary meanings for the
word. "One who kneads bread," however, has disappeared from the dictionary'

We often learn one meaning of a word, such as sfqel and then come across it
in a context where the meaning we know doesn't make sense, such as "She
had to steel herself to try out for the play." Only by considering a somewhat
figurative meaning for sfee/ as a verb would we ever guess that "to steel oneself"
is "to make oneself strong, like steel." That definition, although not the original
definition of steel, is now in dictionaries. lt was used figuratively so often that it
became, through common usage, not figurative at all.

Some words start off with figurative meanings. For example, a tightfisted Person
is merely stingy; his or her fists are not actually any tighter than anyone else's.

When you come across a word you know or a comPound word made up of
familiar words, but the meaning or meanings you know don't make sense, try
thinking of a meaning that may have been added over time-a more figurative
one.

Exercise D: Understanding Related Meanings
For each item, think about a meaning or meanings you know in order to guess
the meaning of the underlined word. Circle the letter of the correct answer.

24. By thinking about the meanings you know for cut andthroot, you could
guess that if a competition is described as cutthroat, it is

a. balanced b. ruthless c. quite uneven

25. By thinking about the meanings you know for under and mine, you could
guess to undermine someone else's efforts would

c. gives them more
vaIue
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a. weaken them b. support them
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26. By thinking about the meaning you know {or bite, you could guess that a
biting remark is one that
a. is short b. puzzles c. wounds

27. By thinking about the meaning you know lor distont, you could guess that a
person who behaves distantly towards you seems

a. unfriendly b. worried c. eager to talk

28. By thinking about the meaning you know for stir, you could guess that
creating a stir would result in
a. boredom b. tidiness c. excitement

29. By thinking about the meaning you know for initial, you could guess that a
persont initial reaction is his or her

a. spoken one b. very first one c. most lasting one

50. By thinking about the meaning you know for close, you could guess that
when something reaches closure, it
a. begins b. comes to an end c. becomes

complicated
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