
6th Grade Language Arts: Sem 1  I Never Had It Made 

I Never Had It Made Week 1                                                                                                                        
from “Turning Points” (pp. 29-33) 

 

Before You Read 

 
Glossary of Terms 
Refer to these words and definitions to help you understand the introduction and the text. 

WORD   DEFINITION 

barred    prevented someone from doing something  

shrewd    clever or wily, especially in decision-making  

rebellion    an effort by many people to change things through protest against authority  

bigoted    marked by prejudice against a group of people or treating the members of a  
  group with hate or intolerance  

inspiration    a force that inspires someone  

 

 

Imagine Activity 

Before reading the excerpt from I Never Had It Made, think about the qualities of a hero. Complete the 
sentences according to your values, dreams, and experiences.  

Sentence Starter  My Ideas 

A hero is someone who…  
 

Three qualities of a hero are…  
 

Heroes affect others because…  
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One sacrifice a hero might make is…  

 

 

First Read 

Annotations 

Read “I Never Had It Made” (pp. 30-32 in the workbook).  As you read, annotate the story.  Use 
the annotation tool (online) or a highlighter and pen/pencil in the printed text.  The following 
Annotation Guidelines will help you annotate the excerpt of the text.  

r Highlight at least two sentences or passages that you have questions about. Enter your 
questions as annotations.  

r Highlight at least one passage that connects with something you already know and use 
the annotation tool to explain the connection.  

r Highlight the key characters in the excerpt and use the annotation tool to provide a brief 
description of what you know about them. Highlight words that describe Jackie 
Robinson, his fellow Dodgers, and Mr. Rickey.  

r Highlight the key events and details in the passage and make annotations that explain 
the sequential order in which the occur. For example, “I had become the first Black 
player in the Major Leagues" Annotation: First key event because we learn why Jackie is 
important to baseball history.  

r Highlight key vocabulary and explain what you think the word means based on how it is 
used in the text.  

r Highlight any additional unfamiliar vocabulary. Use the annotation tool to make 
predictions about the meaning of these unfamiliar terms.  

r Highlight two examples that show how Jackie reacts to his situation. Use the annotation 
tool to explain your reaction to what Jackie is feeling in these moments.  

 

 

Think Questions  

Write answers to Think Questions 1-5 (preferably in the online assignment, or on paper if 
directed).  

How to Find the Evidence  
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Use the summary of the passage below to help guide you in answering the Think Questions.  

Jackie Robinson felt uneasy about opening day, although he was proud to be in the 
hurricane eye of a significant breakthrough. The Yankees manager, Mr. Rickey, was 
a shrewd businessman who made a lot of money for the baseball club when Jackie was 
promoted. He had chosen Jackie Robinson to lead the way for a reason.  However, 
some of his teammates refused to accept him. Fans screamed bigoted remarks. 
Hate mail piled up. There were threats against Jackie and his family.  Through it all, 
Mr. Rickey inspired Jackie.  And the Black fans were loyal and supported Jackie. His 
wife, Rachel, helped him greatly by comforting and supporting him.  Jackie Robinson 
also remembers how the support of many young fans were an inspiration to him.  
Today, Jackie Robinson remains an inspiration to all Americans for breaking down racial 
barriers in baseball and in society. 
 

How to Write Exemplary Responses 

Below is a model response to Question 3.  Copy the answer in the space provided online 
or on your paper. Note the qualities of a complete and well-written response as you 
type/write it.  Then try to model your other responses after this on in terms of quality 
and completeness. 

 

Question 3: Write two or three sentences exploring who Jackie Robinson credits with 
contributing to his success and why. Support your answer with textual evidence.  
 

Sample Answer: Jackie stated, "Mr. Rickey stands out as the man who 
inspired me the most." This is because Rickey promoted him in the big 
leagues despite personal risk. Others who contributed to his success were 
the black fans who came to see his games despite personal risk, and his 
wife Rachel, who comforted and encouraged him. Jackie explained, 
"Rachel shared those difficult years that led to this moment and helped 
me through all the days thereafter."  
 

Skill Lesson 

#1: Textual Evidence 

• Watch the accompanying VOLT available online at: http://elaessentials.weebly.com/6th-
grade.html 

• Complete the separate Skill Lesson: Informational Text Structure activity sheet. 
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• Complete and submit the online Skill Lesson on Text Structure, which includes 3 
components: 

§ Watch the Skills Concept Definition video 

§ Skim over the Model  

§ Do the “Your Turn” Activity  

 

#2: Figurative Language 

• Watch the accompanying VOLT available online at: http://elaessentials.weebly.com/6th-
grade.html 

• Complete the separate Skill Lesson: Figurative Language activity sheet. 
• Complete and submit the online Skill Lesson on Figurative Language, which includes 3 

components: 

§ Watch the Skills Concept Definition video 

§ Skim over the Model  

§ Do the “Your Turn” Activity  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 


