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I Never Had It Made Week 2                                                                                                                        
from “Turning Points”  

 

Close Read 

 

• Watch the Introduction to the selection again (optional). 

 

• Complete the online Vocabulary activity.  In the “Sample Sentence” 
column, you must write your own sentences with enough detail to show 
that you understand the meaning of the words.  Remember that all 
sentences begin with capital letters and end with punctuation! 

NON-EXAMPLE:  The people were barred by the police. 

What does “barred” actually mean in the above sentence?  It could mean 
many things: protected, arrested, chased, etc.  Let’s add more details so 
that the meaning of the vocabulary word is much clearer.  

 

EXAMPLE:  The police barred the crowd from entering the crime scene with 
yellow tape. 

The details added to this sentence show that the word “barred” means that 
the police prevented someone (the crowd) from doing something (entering 
the crime scene). 

 

• Read the excerpt from I Never Had It Made a second time.  As you re-read, 
add more annotations.   Focus on the use of figurative language and the 
overall message about a turning point in life.  Use your annotation tool (or 
highlighter and pen) to jot down notes about these.  
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• Write (following are detailed instructions and support) 

 

Writing Prompt 

 

THINK ABOUT THIS:  Does figurative language play a role in both the written and 
video texts? If not, does any element of the video fill the same role as the figures 
of speech in the text? How do the video and text support the overall message of 
what constitutes a turning point in life?  

WRITING PROMPT:  Compare and contrast the video about Jackie Robinson (from 
the Media Skill Lesson) and the excerpt from his autobiography I Never Had It 
Made. How are the two alike, and how do they differ? Be sure to comment on the 
unique features of each medium and the kinds of language each one features.  

Your four-paragraph essay must answer the underlined question above and 
support an analysis of the two texts with by citing relevant and specific examples 
from each in your essay. 

Video url: http://player.pbs.org/partnerplayer/7vrP88L-
XWb6TzWV1wDAHg==/?autoplay=false&start=0&end=0&topbar=false&endscree
n=false 
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Prewriting 

 

Prewriting Questions 
 
Complete the prewriting questions below to prepare for your writing assignment. 
 
Question Answer 

1.  What point of view does the 
excerpt use?  What is the effect of 
this point of view on the reader?  

 

 

 

2. What point of view does the video 
clip use?  What is the effect of this 
point of view on the viewer?   

 

 

 

3. How does the writer use figurative 
language in the excerpt?  What is 
the effect of this language on the 
reader? 

 

 

 

4.  What kind of language do the 
speakers in the video clip use?  
What is overall the effect of their 
language choices 

 

 
 

5. What are the strengths of the 
excerpt?  What does it provide that 
the video clip does not? 
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6. What are the strengths of the video 

clip?  What does it provide that the 
excerpt does not? 

 

 

 

 

 

	

Building Your Essay 

Use the graphic organizer that follows to organize and build your paragraph. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

HOOK (a general statement about Jackie Robinson to get readers into your essay): 

 

 

INTRODUCE TEXTS (present title and author of both texts in a complete sentence*) 

 

 

 

THESIS (state the purpose of your essay [to compare and contrast] and the overall impression 

your analysis will show):  
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FIRST BODY PARAGRAPH 

First, let’s consider the point of view of each text.  The point of view in the video clip is 
from _________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________, 

and the effect of this on viewers is _________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Example from video clip in your own words (explain in a lot of detail) 

For example, ___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Explain the evidence & how it supports your answer 

This shows how_________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Switch to excerpt… 

On the other hand, the excerpt is told from ____________________________’s point of view,  

and this impacts readers because __________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Example from excerpt in your own words (explain in a lot of detail) 

For instance, ___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Explain the evidence & how it supports your answer 

Jackie Robinson’s own voice contributes _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

On this point of comparison, (sum up the similarities/differences between the two texts due to point of view 
and the overall effect of each) _________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

 

 

SECOND BODY PARAGRAPH 

Another important point of comparison between the two texts is the language that each 
uses.  In the video clip ___________________________________________________________, 

Whereas in the excerpt from his autobiography, Jackie Robinson_________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________. 

Example from video clip in your own words (explain in a lot of detail) 

As an example, _________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Explain the evidence & how it supports your answer 

This language helps the viewer____________________________________________________, 

and overall functions to _________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Switch to excerpt again… 

In the excerpt, figurative language plays an important role because _______________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

A memorable example of this is when_______________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 
 

Explain the evidence & how it supports your answer 

This impacts the reader by ________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Altogether, the language is essential to each text’s impact, because (sum up the 
similarities/differences between the two texts created by the language used or not used and the overall 
strengths/weaknesses of each because of language choices) _____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

 

CONCLUSION 

RESTATE THESIS (from Introduction) in slightly different words: 

 

 

 

CLOSE WITH A THOUGHTFUL STATEMENT OR NEW IDEA (related to the strengths and 
weaknesses of each medium [not just these two texts but in general]):  
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*Titles and Authors: 

1) Excerpt from Jackie Robinson’s autobiography I Never Had It Made 
2) PBS Preview of film “Jackie Robinson” by Ken Burns, Sarah Burns, and David 
McMahon 
 

Revising Your Essay 

1) Underline or highlight all the transitional words and phrases in the essay builder above (both 
those that are included in the organizer and any that you added in your own sentences).  Hint: 
there is a minimum of 8! 

2) Find at least 8 dull, overused, non-specific words in your writing (e.g., “things,” “good,” 
“bad,” “stuff,” “nice,” “it,” etc.)  Cross them out and replace them with precise words or 
phrases that are more descriptive and/or specific to the topic or example being discussed. 

3) Did you include enough discussion of point of view, figurative language, and media? 

4) Would you like to add additional examples to any paragraph or expand upon any of the ideas 
that you already included?  Do not feel limited by the essay builder.  However, essays must be 
organized, purposeful, and clear. 

 

Writing the Final Draft  

Closely following your Paragraph Builders, type the final draft of your argumentative essay in 
the “Response” box provided in the Close Read assignment online.  

Proofread for typing/spelling errors! 

With teacher permission ONLY, you may type your paragraph as a Google or Word Doc (then 
print and hand in to your teacher), or write it by hand. 

	


