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SKILL	LESSON:	TEXTUAL	EVIDENCE	

	
Textual Evidence 

When we read, we often have to answer questions or share 
what we know about the text with others. We need to be able 
to go back into the text and prove our answers so that 
people don’t think we are making things up!  Textual evidence 
may be a word/words, phrase, sentence, or paragraph that led 
you to make an inference or draw a conclusion. When you cite, 
or offer, textual evidence, someone else can look back at a 
particular part of a text you read and understand how you 
came to your inferences or conclusions. 

 
 
Understanding Textual Evidence 
 
While watching the StudySync Video about Textual Evidence (“Island of the Blue 
Dolphins”), fill in the missing words from the statements below. 
 

• Every detail in a text can be a _________________ to its 
______________________, ______________________ or 
______________________.  

• Explicit Evidence is _________________________________. 
• ____________________ can support analysis as powerfully as 

__________________________________. 
• Not all textual evidence has __________________; examine all 

the _______________________. 
 
	
How to Cite Textual Evidence 
 
Using these verbs can create a fluid sentence stating your idea and evidence as one 
sentence.  It is not appropriate to just drop the textual evidence in a paragraph 
without connecting it in some manner to your writing/thinking. 
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Textual Evidence Verbs beyond “SAYS”: 
demonstrates 
exemplifies 
explains 
identifies 
proves 
shows 

 
1.  The exact words from the text can be put in “quotation marks” if you are 
quoting directly, and the page number or paragraph number follows (in 
parentheses).  
2.  Paraphrasing the text--providing specific textual evidence but in your own 
words--does not require quotation marks. 
3.  The verb connects your ideas/thinking with the textual evidence! 
 
SEE THE EXAMPLE DONE FOR YOU IN QUESTION #1.  THEN ANSWER 
QUESTIONS 2-4 IN THE SPACE PROVIDED, CHOOSING A VERB FROM THE 
LIST TO CONNECT YOUR ANSWER WITH THE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE. 
 

Apply What You’ve Learned! 
1.  What clues tell you 
Karana has mixed feelings 
about the dog? 
 

Karana	demonstrates	her	mixed	feelings	about	the	
dog	when	she	does	not	kill	it	and	instead	proceeds	to	
take	care	of	it:	“Again	I	cleaned	the	wound	with	a	
coral	twig.		I	then	lifted	his	head	and	put	water	in	his	
mouth,	which	he	swallowed”	(para.	13).	

2.  How does prior 
knowledge of Karana’s 
brother’s death help the 
reader better understand 
Karana’s brother’s feelings? 

 
 
 
 
 

3.  What inferences can you 
make about Karana and her 
ability to survive? 

 
 
 
 
 

4.  What textual evidence 
does the author provide to 
show Karana’s connection to 
the gray dog? 

 
 
 
 
 


