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The	Monkey’s	Paw	Week	1																																																																																																																								
from	“Suspense!”	(pp.	4-9)																																																																																											

	

Before	You	Read	

Glossary	of	Terms	
Refer	to	these	words	and	definitions	to	help	you	understand	the	introduction	and	the	text.	

WORD	OR	IDIOM	
	

DEFINITION	
	

cautionary	
	

give	a	warning	

well-to-do	 wealthy	or	rich	

Victorian		 from	the	time	of	the	reign	of	queen	victoria	of	england;	1837-1901	

dubious	 questionable	or	suspicious	

fortunes	 wealth		

perils	 dangers	

visage	 face	

mummy	 dried	out	body	or	body	part	

fate	
	

what	is	destined,	or	meant,	to	happen	in	the	future		

mischief	 harm	or	trouble	that	is	caused	by	something	or	someone		

simian	 like	a	monkey	

	

	

Connect	to	the	Text	Activity	

Before	reading	“The	Monkey’s	Paw,”	look	at	sample	sentences	from	the	story	and	underline	
details	that	give	you	clues	that	this	story	is	set	in	a	different	time	than	today’s	world.		
Explain	the	differences	in	the	second	column.	
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Text	Excerpt	 What	are	the	differences?	
Without,	the	night	was	cold	and	wet,	but	in	
the	small	parlour	of	Laburnam	Villa	the	blinds	
were	drawn	and	the	fire	burned	brightly.	

"Parlour" seems like an old-fashioned word.  
 
They seem to be using a fire to heat their house. 

The	sergeant-major	shook	hands,	and	taking	
the	proffered	seat	by	the	fire,	watched	
contentedly	while	his	host	got	out	whiskey	and	
tumblers	and	stood	a	small	copper	kettle	on	
the	fire.	

He is heating the kettle on the fire instead of on 
a stove. 

In	mental	connection	with	the	two	hundred	
pounds,	she	noticed	that	the	stranger	was	well	
dressed,	and	wore	a	silk	hat	of	glossy	newness.	
Three	times	he	paused	at	the	gate,	and	then	
walked	on	again.	

	

"I	beg	that	you	will	understand	I	am	only	their	
servant	and	merely	obeying	orders." 
	

	

	
Her	husband	struck	a	match	and	lit	the	candle.	
"Get	back	to	bed,"	he	said,	unsteadily.	"You	
don't	know	what	you	are	saying." 
	

	

The	street	lamp	flickering	opposite	shone	on	a	
quiet	and	deserted	road. 
	

	

	

	

	

First	Read	

Annotations	

Read	“The	Monkey’s	Paw”	(online	or	in	the	workbook).		As	you	read,	annotate	the	story.		
Use	the	annotation	tool	(online)	or	a	highlighter	and	pen/pencil	in	the	printed	text.		The	
following	Annotation	Guidelines	will	help	you	annotate	the	“The	Monkey’s	Paw.”		

❒ Highlight	at	least	two	sentences	or	passages	that	you	have	questions	
about.	Enter	your	questions	as	annotations.		
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❒ Highlight	at	least	one	passage	that	connects	with	something	you	

already	know	and	use	the	annotation	tool	to	explain	the	connection.		
❒ Highlight	the	key	characters	in	the	excerpt	and	use	the	annotation	

tool	to	provide	a	brief	description	of	what	you	know	about	them.		
❒ Highlight	the	key	events	and	details	in	the	passage	and	make	

annotations	that	explain	the	sequential	order	in	which	they	occur.	
For	example,	“‘Nothing,’	said	the	soldier,	hastily.	‘Leastways	nothing	
worth	hearing.’”	Annotation:	First	clue	that	there	is	something	
negative	about	the	monkey’s	paw,	because	the	sergeant-major	tries	
to	avoid	telling	the	story.	

❒ Highlight	vocabulary	words	and	explain	what	you	think	the	words	
mean	based	on	how	they	are	used	in	the	text.		

❒ Highlight	any	additional	unfamiliar	vocabulary.	Use	the	annotation	
tool	to	make	predictions	about	the	meaning	of	these	unfamiliar	
terms.		

❒ Highlight	two	examples	that	show	how	a	character	reacts	to	what	is	
happening	in	the	story.	Use	the	annotation	tool	to	explain	your	
reaction	to	what	the	character	is	going	through	in	these	moments.		

	

	

Think	Questions		

Write	answers	to	Think	Questions	1-5	(preferably	in	the	online	assignment,	or	in	the	book	if	
directed).		

How	to	Find	the	Evidence		

Use	the	tips	in	the	chart	below	to	help	you	look	for	evidence	in	the	text	to	answer	
the	Think	questions.		
	

Question	 								TIP!	

1.	 Look	for	sentences	throughout	Chapter	1	that	show	Herbert’s	attitude	toward	the	monkey’s	
paw.	
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2.	 Look	closely	at	the	first	few	paragraphs	of	Chapter	1.	What	words	or	phrases	does	the	

author	use	that	seem	to	foreshadow	a	negative	outcome	for	the	story?	

3.	 Look	at	the	end	of	Chapter	1,	and	the	middle	and	end	of	Chapter	3,	to	find	evidence	of	Mr.	
White’s	feelings	about	the	monkey’s	paw	at	the	time	of	the	first,	second	and	third	wishes.	
Pay	attention	to	how	his	feelings	toward	it	change.	

4.	 The	text	says	that	the	sergeant-major	takes	“the	proffered	seat	by	the	fire.”	How	do	this	
line	and	the	nearby	text	help	you	understand	the	meaning	of	proffered?	(More	clues	can	be	
found	the	middle	of	Chapter	I,	in	the	line,	“He	took	something	out	of	his	pocket	and	
proffered	it.	Mrs.	White	drew	back	with	a	grimace,	but	her	son,	taking	it,	examined	it	
curiously.”)	

5.	 Starting	at	the	line,	“‘It	had	a	spell	put	on	it	by	an	old	fakir,’	said	the	sergeant	major,”	read	
to	the	line	“‘Hold	it	up	in	your	right	hand	and	wish	aloud,’	said	the	sergeant-major,	‘but	I	
warn	you	of	the	consequences.’”	Find	two	pieces	of	evidence	that	help	you	understand	
what	the	sergeant-major	means	by	consequences.	

	

How	to	Write	Exemplary	Responses	

Below	is	a	model	response	to	Question	1.		Copy	the	answer	in	the	space	provided	
online	or	on	your	paper.	Note	the	qualities	of	a	complete	and	well-written	response	
as	you	type/write	it.		Then	try	to	model	your	other	responses	after	this	one	in	terms	
of	quality	and	completeness.	

	

Question	1:		What	is	"the	monkey's	paw"?	What	is	Herbert	White's	attitude	toward	the	
monkey's	paw?	Cite	textual	evidence	from	the	selection	to	support	your	answer.	

	

Sample Answer:	 The "monkey's paw" is an object with "a spell on it so 
three separate men could each have three wishes from it." Herbert 
White thinks talk about the monkey's paw being able to grant three 
wishes is just that -- all talk. He doesn't believe the story, and he 
mocks, or makes fun of, the sergeant-major's claim. When Herbert's 
father tells his wife and son that the sergeant encouraged Mr. White to 
throw the paw away, Herbert reacts with "pretended horror" and says, 
"Likely. Why, we're going to be rich, and famous and happy. Wish to 
be an emperor, father, to begin with; then you can't be henpecked." 
Then he tells his father to wish for two hundred pounds. As his father 
does so, Herbert takes on a solemn expression, which is "marred by a 
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wink at his mother," and sits down at the piano to strike "a few 
impressive chords." This shows that Herbert does not take the paw 
story seriously. 

 
Skill	Lesson	

#1:	Theme	

• Watch	the	accompanying	VOLT	available	online	at:	
http://elaessentials.weebly.com/8th-grade.html	

• Complete	the	separate	Skill	Lesson:	Theme	activity	sheet.	
• Complete	and	submit	the	online	Skill	Lesson	on	Central	or	Main	Idea	which	includes	

3	components:	
§ Watch	the	Skills	Concept	Definition	video	
§ Skim	over	the	Model		
§ Do	the	“Your	Turn”	Activity		

	
	

#2:	Story	Elements	

• Watch	the	accompanying	VOLT	available	online	at:	
http://elaessentials.weebly.com/8th-grade.html	

• Complete	the	separate	Skill	Lesson:		Story	Elements	activity	sheet.	
• Complete	and	submit	the	online	Skill	Lesson	on	Central	or	Main	Idea	which	includes	

3	components:	
§ Watch	the	Skills	Concept	Definition	video	
§ Skim	over	the	Model		
§ Do	the	“Your	Turn”	Activity		

	

	

	

	

	

	


