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Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave: Week 1                                                                                                                        

from “The Civil War” Unit 

 

Before You Read 

Glossary of Terms 
Refer to these words and definitions to help you understand the introduction and the text. 

WORD OR IDIOM 
 

DEFINITION 
 

autobiography the story of a person's life, written by the person who it is about 

narrative a story that is told or written 

account a description of facts, conditions, or events 

oppression cruel or unjust use of authority or power; a sense of being weighed down in 
body or mind 

vivid producing a strong or clear impression; producing distinct mental pictures 

procure to get something by some action or effort 

prohibit to order someone not to use or do something; to say that something is not 
allowed; to make something impossible to do 

bestow to give something as a gift 

console to comfort; to try to make someone feel less sadness or disappointment 

emancipate to free or release 

loathe to strongly dislike; to hate 

torment to cause very bad physical or mental pain and suffering 

 

Vocabulary Strategy: Context Clues  

 
Below each sentence from the text, write the word or words that give the best clue to the 
meaning of the bolded word from the Text Glossary.  
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1. This bread I used to bestow upon the hungry little urchins, who, in return, would give 
me that more valuable bread of knowledge. 

The best clue to the meaning of bestow in this sentence is _________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. These words used to trouble them; they would express for me the liveliest sympathy, 
and console me with the hope that something would occur by which I might be free.  

The best clue to the meaning of console in this sentence is _________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. The slave was made to say some very smart as well as impressive things in reply to his 
master—things which had the desired though unexpected effect; for the conversation 
resulted in the voluntary emancipation of the slave on the part of the master.  

The best clue to the meaning of emancipation in this sentence is ____________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. I loathed them as being the meanest as well as the most wicked of men.  

The best clue to the meaning of loathed in this sentence is _________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. As I read and contemplated the subject, behold! that very discontentment which 
Master Hugh had predicted would follow my learning to read had already come, 
to torment and sting my soul to unutterable anguish.  

The best clue to the meaning of torment in this sentence is _________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Connect to the Text Activity 

Before reading the excerpt from Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American 
Slave, imagine you find yourself in a situation like Frederick Douglass. If you were not 
allowed to read, how would your life be different than it is today? Respond to the questions 
with specific details as you imagine such a circumstance. 

How would your life be 
different? 

 

 

 

What would you think? 

 

 

 

 

How would you feel? 

 

 

 

 

How would you do as job? For 
fun and recreation? 

 

 

 

How would you be able to 
help others? 
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First Read 

Annotations 

Read “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave” (online or in the 
workbook).  As you read, annotate the story.  Use the annotation tool (online) or a 
highlighter and pen/pencil in the printed text.  The following Annotation Guidelines will help 
you annotate the selection. 

r Highlight at least two sentences or passages that you have questions 
about.  

r Highlight a key event in each paragraph. 
r Highlight at least one benefit learning to read had on Douglass. 
r Highlight at least one negative effect learning to read had on 

Douglass. 
r Highlight vocabulary words and explain what you think the words 

mean based on how they are used in the text.  
r Highlight at least two details you would include in a summary of the 

excerpt. 
r Highlight any unfamiliar vocabulary words. 

 

Summarize  

 
Use the sentence frames to summarize the first two paragraphs of the excerpt and to 
provide supporting details. 
 

1. The first paragraph is mostly about ______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________. 

He accomplished this by _____________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________. 

2. The second paragraph is mostly about ____________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________. 
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This happened because the narrator was a slave and ______________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________. 
 

 

Think Questions  

Write answers to Think Questions 1-5 (preferably in the online assignment, or in the book if 
directed).  

How to Find the Evidence  

Use the tips in the chart below to help you look for evidence in the text to answer 
the Think questions.  
 

Question         TIP! 

1. In paragraphs 1 and 2, look for sentences that show what Frederick Douglass was like as a 
boy. What was he concerned about? 

2. What book does Douglass talk about in paragraph 2? What connection do you see 
between the book and Douglass's own life?	

3. In paragraph 4, what does Douglass learn about slavery?	

4. In paragraph 3, how interested is Douglass in Sheridan's speeches? Based on this, what do 
you think "abated" means?	

5. Based on paragraph 3, how did Sheridan feel about human rights? What would he likely 
say about slavery? Knowing this, what do you think "denunciation" means?	

 

How to Write Exemplary Responses 

Below is a model response to Question 1.  Copy the answer in the space provided 
online or on your paper. Note the qualities of a complete and well-written response 
as you type/write it.  Then try to model your other responses after this one in terms 
of quality and completeness. 

 

Question: 1) Identify textual evidence from the excerpt that reveals why learning to read 
was so important to Frederick Douglass when he was a boy. 
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Sample Answer: It was illegal to teach slaves to read, and anyone 
caught doing so was severely punished. In the first sentence Douglass 
writes, "the plan which I adopted, and the one by which I was most 
successful, was that of making friends of all the little white boys whom 
I met on the street." This suggests that Douglass developed and tried 
out more than one plan before settling on the one that was "most 
successful," which supports the idea that he put a lot of thought and 
effort into the plan that he finally used. This also shows how 
determined he was. Later, Douglass writes, "This bread I used to 
bestow upon the hungry little urchins who, in return, would give that 
more valuable bread of knowledge." For Douglass, knowledge is even 
more important than food. 

 
Skill Lessons 

#1: Informational Text Elements 

• Watch the accompanying VOLT available online at: 
http://elaessentials.weebly.com/8th-grade.html 

• Complete the separate Skill Lesson: Informational Text Elements activity sheet. 
• Complete and submit the online Skill Lesson on Informational Text Elements which 

includes 3 components: 

§ Watch the Skills Concept Definition video 

§ Skim over the Model  

§ Do the “Your Turn” Activity  
 
 

#2: Figurative Language 

• Watch the accompanying VOLT available online at: 
http://elaessentials.weebly.com/8th-grade.html 

• Complete the separate Skill Lesson:  Figurative Language activity sheet. 
• Complete and submit the online Skill Lesson on Figurative Language which includes 

3 components: 

§ Watch the Skills Concept Definition video 
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§ Skim over the Model  

§ Do the “Your Turn” Activity  
 

 

 

 

 

 


