
8th Grade Language Arts: Sem 1     Narrative of the Life of 
         Frederick Douglass 

	
	

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave Week 2                                                                                                                        
from “The Civil War” Unit 

 

Close Read 

• Watch the Introduction to the selection again (optional). 

 

• Complete the online Vocabulary activity.  In the “Sample Sentence” 
column, you must write your own sentences with enough detail to show 
that you understand the meaning of the words.  Remember that all 
sentences begin with capital letters and end with punctuation! 

NON-EXAMPLE:  His denunciation made us mad. 

“Denunciation” could mean many things in the above sentence!  (criticism, 
behavior, laziness, etc.).   

 

EXAMPLE:  The candidate’s denunciation of immigrants made many voters 
angry. 

The details added to this sentence show that a denunciation is a public 
statement with a negative message about other people or issues, with 
denunciations often angering or offending others. 

 

• Read the selection “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An 
American Slave” a second time.  As you re-read, add more annotations.   
Focus on the figurative language Douglass uses to express his feelings and 
to build his arguments. Use your annotation tool (or highlighter and pen) to 
jot down notes about these.  
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• Write (following are detailed instructions and support) 

 

Writing Prompt 

 

THINK ABOUT THIS:  In informational texts, authors use different techniques to persuade 
readers to accept a specific point of view about a subject. Frederick Douglass was a skilled 
writer and must have thought carefully about how to  

 

WRITING PROMPT: In what way does Frederick Douglass use elements of 
figurative language to express the anger and torment that he feels and to help 
readers understand those feelings? Write a well-developed paragraph in which 
you identify a minimum of two examples of figurative language from the selection 
and explain how successfully Douglass uses them in his narrative. Support your 
writing with evidence from the text. Your concluding sentence should address 
how the element of figurative language impacts Douglass’s argument against 
slavery. 

Prewriting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Explain what Frederick Douglass means by the examples of figurative language below: 

1. the bread of knowledge:  

2. bear heavily upon my heart:  

3. thoughts of my own soul:  

4. a curse rather than a blessing:  

• What does Douglass's use of figurative language tell you about his attitude toward 

slavery?  

 

• What details does Douglass use to convey his thoughts and experiences?  
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Building Your Paragraph 

Use the graphic organizer below to organize and build your paragraph. 

TOPIC SENTENCE:  In his autobiography, Frederick Douglass uses figurative language to add 

_______________________________________ to his _________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

FIRST EXAMPLE:  For example, in the first paragraph, Douglass ___________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

EXPLAIN HOW THIS HELPS READERS UNDERSTAND HIS SITUATION: _______________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________	

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

SECOND DETAIL:  Later in the selection, Douglass uses the following figure of speech: 
______________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________.  

EXPLAIN WHAT IT MEANS AND WHAT IT REVEALS: _____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________	

• What details does Douglass use to convey his thoughts and experiences?  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

CONCLUSION: (CONNECT BACK TO TOPIC SENTENCE)  In the end, Douglass’s use of figurative  

language contributes ________________________________to his argument against slavery by  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

 

Revising Your Paragraph 

1) Underline or highlight all the transitional phrases in the paragraph builder above (both those 
that are included in the organizer and any that you added in your own sentences).  Hint: there 
is a minimum of 3! 

2) Find at least 4 dull, overused, non-specific words in your writing (e.g., “things,” “good,” 
“bad,” “stuff,” “nice,” “it,” etc.)  Cross them out and replace them with precise words or 
phrases that are more descriptive and/or interesting to read. 

3) Would you like to add more details to the paragraph or expand upon any of the details that 
you already included?  Do not feel limited by the paragraph builder.  However, the informative 
paragraph about Douglass’s technique the must remain clear, focused, and organized. 

 

Writing the Final Draft  

Closely following your Paragraph Builder, type the final draft of your paragraph in the 
“Response” box provided in the Close Read assignment online.  

Proofread for typing/spelling errors! 

With teacher permission ONLY, you may type your paragraph as a Google or Word Doc (then 
print and hand in to your teacher), or write it by hand. 

 

 

	


