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A Night to Remember Week 1                                                                                                                        

from “Suspense!”                                                                                          

 

Before You Read 

Glossary of Terms 
Refer to these words and definitions to help you understand the introduction and the text. 

WORD OR IDIOM 
 

DEFINITION 
 

lookout person stationed to keep watch for danger or hazards 

frigid extremely cold; bitterly cold 

jolt an abrupt or violent movement 

impact collision or crash between two objects 

polished plate glass extremely flat, smooth glass 

maiden voyage the first trip of a ship or aircraft 

biting cold painfully cold 

starboard the side of a ship or aircraft that is on the right when one is facing forward 

windjammer a merchant sailing ship with large square sails 

pastime an activity that someone does regularly for enjoyment rather than work 

mishap an unlucky accident or setback 

 

 

Focus on Vocabulary: Multiple-Meaning Words 

Some words have one or more meanings.  We can determine the correct definition of such 
words based on their context (how they are used in a sentence).  In the activity below: 

a) Read the word as it is used in the story.  Determine if it appears to be a NOUN 
(person, place or thing) or a VERN (action).  Circle your choice. 

b) Circle the definition that matches the word as it is used in the context of the story. 
c) Write a new sentence with the work using the same part of speech. 
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Word What Part of Speech? Which Definition? New Sentence 
jar "Then, as they sat there 

talking, a faint 
grinding jar seemed to 
come from somewhere 
deep inside the ship." 

(n.) a container used 
for storing food 
 
(n.) a physical shock or 
jolt 

 
 
 
 
 

 
NOUN    or      VERB? 

 
 

watch "At this moment 
Quartermaster George 
Thomas was 
standing watch on the 
after bridge. For him 
too, it had been an 
uneventful night—just 
the sea, the stars, and 
the biting cold." 

(v.) to keep under 
careful, protective, or 
secret observation 
 
(n.) a fixed period of 
duty on a ship, usually 
lasting four hours 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NOUN    or      VERB? 

 
 

braced "The berg towered wet 
and glistening far above 
the forecastle deck, 
and both 
men braced themselves 
for a crash." 

(v.) pressed against 
something to stay 
balanced 
 
(n.) a fitted device to 
keep something 
immobile 

 
 
 
 
 

 
NOUN    or      VERB? 

 
 

 
 

 

First Read 

Annotations 

Read “A Night to Remember” (online or in the workbook).  As you read, annotate the story.  
Use the annotation tool (online) or a highlighter and pen/pencil in the printed text.  The 
following Annotation Guidelines will help you annotate the “A Night to Remember.”  

r Highlight at least two sentences that refer to the kinds of people who 
were on the ship.  
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r Highlight at least two sentences that refer to the kind of sailing 

weather on that night.  Using the annotation tool (or in the margins 
of your workbook), explain why these details are important to the 
excerpt.  

r Highlight the key details in the passenger accounts of what happened 
that night. 

r Highlight key details in the passage and make annotations that 
explain the importance of the Titanic in history. 

r Highlight vocabulary words and explain what you think the words 
mean based on how they are used in the text.  

r Highlight any additional unfamiliar vocabulary. Use the annotation 
tool to make predictions about the meaning of these unfamiliar 
terms.  

 

Visualization 

After reading “A night to Remember,” complete the sentence frames in order to show your 
understanding of the text. 
 

Sentence 1 When I read the phrases "high in the crow's-nest," "lookouts," and "dazzling 
night," I get a vivid picture of   

 

 

  

Sentence 2 When I read the phrases "calm, clear, and bitterly cold" and "the cloudless sky 
blazed with stars," I get a clearer picture of   

 

 

  

Sentence 3 When I read the phrase "polished plate glass," I see  
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Think Questions  

Write answers to Think Questions 1-5 (preferably in the online assignment, or in the 
workbook if directed).  

How to Find the Evidence  

Use the tips in the chart below to help you look for evidence in the text to answer 
the Think questions.  
 

Question         TIP! 

1. What made the Titanic so famous? 

2. What makes the story so interesting? How many different views of the ship hitting the iceberg 
are there? How does that build suspense, or more interest? 

3. We meet two kinds of ship workers. What was different about the lookouts and the stewards? 

4. “Detached" appears in the sentence “'Thank you,' acknowledged the voice with curiously 
detached courtesy. Nothing more was said." How does the sentence help you understand the 
meaning of detached? 

5. Steward appears in the sentence “They were dining-saloon stewards, indulging in the time 
honored pastime of all stewards off duty—they were gossiping about their passengers." How 
does the sentence help you understand the meaning of steward?  

 

How to Write Exemplary Responses 

Below is a model response to Question 4.  Copy the answer in the space provided 
online or on your paper. Note the qualities of a complete and well-written response 
as you type/write it.  Then try to model your other responses after this one in terms 
of quality and completeness. 

 

Question 4:  Use context to determine the meaning of the word myriads as it is used in 
paragraph 11 of A Night to Remember. Write your definition of myriads here, and tell how 
you arrived at it. 
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Sample Answer:  The author describes “tiny splinters of ice” that “gave 
off myriads of bright colors” when “caught in the glow of the deck 
lights.” Since “colors” is plural, “myriads” must have something to do 
with more than one. From the context, I would say that myriads must 
mean “many kinds of.” 

 

 
Skill Lesson 

#1: Author’s Purpose and Author’s Point of View 

• Watch the accompanying VOLT available online at: 
http://elaessentials.weebly.com/8th-grade.html 

• Complete the separate Skill Lesson: Author’s Purpose/Author’ Point of View activity 
sheet. 

• Complete and submit the online Skill Lesson on Central or Main Idea which includes 
3 components: 

§ Watch the Skills Concept Definition video 
§ Skim over the Model 
§ Do the “Your Turn” activity 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


