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A Night to Remember Week 2                                                                                                                        
from “Suspense!”   

 

Close Read 

 

• Watch the Introduction to the selection again (optional). 

 

• Complete the online Vocabulary activity.  In the “Sample Sentence” 
column, you must write your own sentences with enough detail to show 
that you understand the meaning of the words.  Remember that all 
sentences begin with capital letters and end with punctuation! 

NON-EXAMPLE:  Calico is old-fashioned. 

“Calico” could mean many things in the above sentence!  (an attitude, activity, 
style of dressing, etc.).   

 

EXAMPLE:  Her mother made her a new skirt and apron with the extra calico 
that she had left over from the quilt. 

The details added to this sentence communicate that calico is a fabric and that it 
is somewhat old-fashioned, because not many people sew skirts, aprons, or quilts 
these days. 

 

• Read the story “A Night to Remember” a second time.  As you re-read, add 
more annotations.   Focus on Use your annotation tool (or highlighter and 
pen) to jot down notes about these.  

 

• Write (following are detailed instructions and support) 
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Writing Prompt 

THINK ABOUT THIS:  There are many approaches author Walter Lord could have taken in 
writing about the collision aboard the Titanic.  What are the distinguishing features of this 
selection and what do those features tell the reader about what Lord was trying to accomplish 
in writing his book? 

 

WRITING PROMPT: 1) How do the reactions of the Titanic passengers affect your 
knowledge and your feelings about the collision?  2) How is the experience 
related in the passage different from reading a straight description by just the 
author Walter Lord?  Write one paragraph in response to each question.  Note 
that the ideas you develop in Paragraph 1 may inform and/or connect to 
Paragraph 2.  Use quotations from the text in both paragraphs to support your 
ideas. 

Prewriting 

Jot down answers to the following questions. 

List at least 3 reactions of the Titanic passengers that are detailed in the text. 

 

 

 

 

 

What does the information from the interviews of people who experienced the disaster add to 
the account for you as a reader?   
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Building Your Paragraph 

Use the graphic organizer below to organize and build your Paragraph #1. 

TOPIC SENTENCE:  The reactions of the Titanic passengers in the excerpt from “A Night to 

Remember” affect my knowledge and feelings about the collision by  ____________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

and __________________________________________________________________________. 

FIRST DETAIL:  To begin with, ______________________________________________________  

affect(s) my knowledge by ________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________. 

EXPLAIN WITH TEXTUAL EVIDENCE/DETAILS FROM THE SELECTION: _______________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________	

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

SECOND DETAIL:  Additionally, ___________________________________ impact(s) my feelings  

about the disaster by ____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________.  

EXPLAIN WITH TEXTUAL EVIDENCE/DETAILS FROM THE SELECTION: _______________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________	

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

CONCLUSION: (CONNECT BACK TO TOPIC SENTENCE) Certainly, the reactions from the 
passengers who were interviewed contribute ________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________ and  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________ to Walter Lord’s nonfiction account of the collision aboard the Titanic. 
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Building Your Paragraph 

Use the graphic organizer below to organize and build your Paragraph #2. 

TOPIC SENTENCE:  The experience related in the passage from “A Night to Remember” differs 

from a straight description by author Walter Lord because ______________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

and __________________________________________________________________________. 

FIRST DETAIL:  First and foremost, __________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________ (tell one way it differs). 

____________________________________________________________________________. 

EXPLAIN WITH TEXTUAL EVIDENCE/DETAILS FROM THE SELECTION: _______________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________	

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

SECOND DETAIL:  Furthermore, ____________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________(tell another way it differs). 

EXPLAIN WITH TEXTUAL EVIDENCE/DETAILS FROM THE SELECTION: _______________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________	

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

CONCLUSION: (CONNECT BACK TO TOPIC SENTENCE) In conclusion, these differences strongly  

support the author’s purpose, which is _____________________________________________, 

 by ___________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 
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Revising Your Paragraph 

1) Underline or highlight all the transitional words and phrases in the paragraph builder above 
(both those that are included in the organizer and any that you added in your own sentences).  
Hint: there is a minimum of 6! 

2) Find at least 6 dull, overused, non-specific words in your writing (e.g., “things,” “good,” 
“bad,” “stuff,” “nice,” “it,” etc.)  Cross them out and replace them with precise words or 
phrases that are more descriptive and/or interesting to read. 

3) Would you like to add additional details to the paragraph or expand upon any of the details 
that you already included?  Do not feel limited by the paragraph builder.  However, the 
informative paragraphs about the text must remain clear, focused, and organized. 

 

Writing the Final Draft  

Closely following your Paragraph Builders, type the final draft of your paragraphs in the 
“Response” box provided in the Close Read assignment online.  

Proofread for typing/spelling errors! 

With teacher permission ONLY, you may type your paragraph as a Google or Word Doc (then 
print and hand in to your teacher), or write it by hand. 

 

 

	


