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The Red Badge of Courage Week 2                                                                                                                        
from “The Civil War”   

 

Close Read 

 

• Watch the Introduction to the selection again (optional). 

 

• Complete the online Vocabulary activity.  In the “Sample Sentence” 
column, you must write your own sentences with enough detail to show 
that you understand the meaning of the words.  Remember that all 
sentences begin with capital letters and end with punctuation! 

NON-EXAMPLE: She showed a lot of ardor for everything. 

The way “ardor” is used in the above sentence doesn’t make it clear precisely 
what ardor is. It could be interest, concern, hatred, or even fear.  

 

EXAMPLE:  Jessica has been playing the violin for most of her life, but never 
before has she played with such ardor as she did last night, earning herself 
a standing ovation.  

The details added to this sentence communicate that the way Jessica played in 
the concert was filled with strong enthusiasm and great passion. 

 

• Read the excerpt from The Red Badge of Courage a second time.  As you re-
read, add more annotations. Use your annotation tool (or highlighter and 
pen) to jot down notes about the point of view used in the story. Where is 
it effective? How? Also, not where the author use personification to 
highlight the inner conflict Henry feels as he runs farther and farther away 
from the battle, and into the woods. 
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• Write (following are detailed instructions and support) 

Writing Prompt 

THINK ABOUT THIS:  Third person limited point of view allows the author to describe the events 
as an objective view as an outsider, whereas in first person point of view, the narrator relays 
events from his/her own point of view using the pronouns “I,” “me,” and “my.” Personification 
is a figure of speech in which an object, idea, or animal is given human attributes. 

WRITING PROMPT: How does the point of view Stephen Crane uses in The Red 
Badge of Courage help you understand the thoughts, reactions, and feelings of 
Private Henry Fleming? How does the use of personification contribute to the 
text? Write a four-paragraph essay in which you explain your understanding of 
point of view and personification as they relate to the main themes of this 
excerpt. Support your writing with evidence from the text.  

 

Prewriting 

Have a “brainstorming” session.  Jot down answers to the following questions. 

What is the author’s point of view in The Red Badge of Courage? 

 

 

 

How does this point of view help you understand Henry’s thoughts and feelings? 

 

 

 

How does the author use personification to highlight the inner conflict Henry feels as he runs 
farther and farther away from the battle and into the woods?   
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Build Your Essay 

Use the graphic organizer below to organize and build your argumentative essay. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

HOOK (a general statement about The Red Badge of Courage/battle in the Civil War) to get readers into 

your essay): 

 

 

INTRODUCE TEXT (title/author of text; name of main character): 

 

 

THESIS (your answer to the two questions in the writing prompt above):  

 

 

 

 

FIRST BODY PARAGRAPH (POINT OF VIEW) 

Point of view is important in every story, but in this excerpt of “The Red Badge of Courage” it is 
especially important because _____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Example from text (explain in a lot of detail) 

An excellent example of this is when _______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Explain the evidence & how it supports your claim 

This helps the reader_____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

because_______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Example from text (provide a quotation) 

Another instance that further illustrates the impact of the (what kind?) point of view is 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Explain the evidence & how it supports your claim 

From this, the reader learns that ___________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

All in all, the (what kind?) point of view that Crane uses in the novel helps the reader connect to 
(explain the message it helps to get across & how)______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

 

 

SECOND BODY PARAGRAPH (PERSONIFICATION) 

 In addition to point of view, another important literary element that Crane uses effectively is 
_______________________________. Personification is________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________, and it  

contributes to the text by _________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Example from text (explain in a lot of detail) 

As an example, _________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Explain the evidence & how it supports your answer 

This creates ____________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Example from text (provide a quotation) 

Yet again, the reader encounters personification when _________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Explain the evidence & how it supports your answer 

By painting a picture of ____________________________________________ for the reader,  

Crane _________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Clearly, Crane uses personification to add ___________________________________________ 

to Henry Fleming’s war experience, since ____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 
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CONCLUSION 

RESTATE THESIS (from Introduction) in slightly different words: 

 

 

 

 

CLOSE WITH A THOUGHTFUL STATEMENT OR NEW IDEA (related to the topic of the essay):  

 

 

 

 

 

Revising Your Essay 

1) Underline or highlight all the transitional words and phrases in the essay builder above (both 
those that are included in the organizer and any that you added in your own sentences).  Hint: 
there is a minimum of 8! 

2) Find at least 8 dull, overused, non-specific words in your writing (e.g., “things,” “good,” 
“bad,” “stuff,” “sad,” “it,” etc.)  Cross them out and replace them with precise words or phrases 
that are more descriptive and/or specific to the topic or example being discussed. 

3) Would you like to add additional examples to any paragraph or expand upon any of the 
evidence that you already included?  Do not feel limited by the essay builder.  However, essays 
must be text must be organized, purposeful, and clear. 

 

Writing the Final Draft  

Closely following your Paragraph Builders, type the final draft of your literary analysis essay in 
the “Response” box provided in the Close Read assignment online.  

Proofread for typing/spelling errors! 

With teacher permission ONLY, you may type your paragraph as a Google or Word Doc (then 
print and hand in to your teacher), or write it by hand. 


