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Rosa Parks: My Story Week 1                                                                                                                        
from “Our Heroes” Unit 

Before You Read 

Text Glossary  
Refer to these words and definitions to help you understand the introduction and the text. 

WORD   DEFINITION 

civil disobedience  refusal to follow laws 

public transit  bus systems 

boycott  refusal to use services 

discrimination	  practice of treating a person or group differently from others	

warrant	  a written document authorizing an officer to detain or seize a person or  
 property, or to execute a judgment	

custody	  state of being kept by or in the charge of officers of the law	

manhandled	  treated in a physically rough or harmful way	

complied	  to have done what one has been asked or ordered to do	
 

Build Background Activity 

Research the following topics using online resources or printed materials. Write short answers to each 
question based upon your research. 
 
Jim Crow Laws 

 

What are the Jim Crow 
Laws? 

 

 

 

Montgomery Bus 
Boycott 

What was the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott? 
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Civil disobedience 

 

What is civil disobedience? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Read 

Annotations 

Read “Rosa Parks: My Story” (online or in the workbook).  As you read, annotate the story.  Use 
the annotation tool (online) or a highlighter and pen/pencil in the printed text.  The following 
Annotation Guidelines will help you annotate the text. 

r  Highlight at least two sentences or passages that you have questions about. Enter your 
questions as annotations. 

r Highlight the key characters in the excerpt and use the annotation tool to provide a brief 
description of what you know about them. 

r Highlight the key events and details in the passage and make annotations that explain 
the sequential order in which they occur. 

r Highlight vocabulary words and explain what you think the words mean based on how 
they are used in the text. 
 

Think Questions  

Write answers to Think Questions 1-5 (preferably in the online assignment, or on paper if 
directed).  

How to Find the Evidence  

Use the tips in the chart below to help you look for evidence in the text to answer the Think 
Questions.  

Question TIP! 

1. 
Find evidence in paragraph 1 that Rosa had a previous interaction with the bus driver. 

2. 
Look for evidence in paragraph 5 that gives a reason for Rosa's actions that night. 
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3. 
Find evidence in paragraph 16 that shows how officials acted in unexpected ways. 

4. 
In paragraph 4, what context clues help the reader to define the word complied? 

5. 
In paragraph 12, how is the word discrimination used? 

 

How to Write Exemplary Responses 

Below is a model response to Question 1.  Copy the answer in the space provided online 
or on your paper. Note the qualities of a complete and well-written response as you 
type/write it.  Then try to model your other responses after this on in terms of quality 
and completeness. 

 

Question 1: 	Refer to one or more details in the text to explain how Rosa's previous interaction 
with the bus driver may have contributed to her actions on December 1—both from ideas that 
are directly stated and ideas that you have inferred from evidence in the text.	

 

Sample Answer:  Rosa says that "twelve years earlier" the driver "put … 
[her] off the bus" and that this incident causes her to avoid his bus when 
possible. Her resentment of this treatment may contribute toward Rosa's 
refusal to give up her seat when the driver says, "Let me have those 
front seats."  

 

Skill Lesson 

#1: Informational Text Elements 

• Watch the accompanying VOLT available online at: http://elaessentials.weebly.com/6th-
grade.html 

• Complete the separate Skill Lesson: Informational Text Elements activity sheet. 
• Complete and submit the online Skill Lesson on Informational Text Elements which 

includes 3 components: 

§ Watch the Skills Concept Definition video 

§ Skim over the Model  
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§ Do the “Your Turn” Activity  
 
 

#2: Connotation and Denotation 

• Watch the accompanying VOLT available online at: http://elaessentials.weebly.com/6th-
grade.html 

• Complete the separate Skill Lesson: Connotation and Denotation activity sheet. 
• Complete and submit the online Skill Lesson on Connotation and Denotation which 

includes 3 components: 

§ Watch the Skills Concept Definition video 

§ Skim over the Model  

§ Do the “Your Turn” Activity  
 

 

 

 


