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Rosa Parks: My Story Week 2                                                                                                                        
from “Our Heroes” Unit  

 

Close Read 

• Watch the Introduction to the selection again (optional). 

 

• Complete the online Vocabulary activity.  In the “Sample Sentence” 
column, you must write your own sentences with enough detail to show 
that you understand the meaning of the words.  Remember that all 
sentences begin with capital letters and end with punctuation! 

NON-EXAMPLE:  She should comply with what I said. 

“Comply” could have several meanings in the above sentence, such as 
agree, disagree, be happy, etc. 

 

EXAMPLE:  She will have to comply with the regulations for bringing animals 
on board airplanes or leave her dog at home. 

The details added to this sentence show that there are rules in place when 
pets accompany human passengers on airplanes (i.e., the dog can’t sit in its 
owner’s lap) and that complying means following or obeying these rules. 

 

• Read the excerpt from Rosa Parks: My Story a second time.  As you re-read, 
add more annotations.   Focus on the denotation and connotation of some 
of the words Parks uses in paragraphs 5 & 16. 

Use your annotation tool (or highlighter and pen) to jot down notes about 
these.  

• Write (following are detailed instructions and support) 
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Writing Directions 

THINK ABOUT THIS:  What do you learn about Rosa Parks from the personal 
experience that she shares in Rosa Parks: My Story? 

 

WRITING PROMPT: Using the excerpt from Rosa Parks autobiography as 
a model, write a short (1-2 paragraph) real-life story, or personal 
narrative, about a time when you responded to a conflict or problem in 
a brave, kind, or generous way. What was the problem or conflict? Was 
anyone else involved in the experience or situation? How was the 
problem or conflict resolved? Introduce and elaborate on your 
experience with details and examples, and use transitions to help 
readers follow the sequence of events. Try to use words with 
connotations that support the overall mood and tone of your narrative. 
Finally, consider what you learned from your experience. What theme 
or message do you want to share with your readers?                                                                                       

 

 

Prewriting 

Jot down answers to the following questions. 

Why has Rosa Parks been called the first lady of civil rights? 
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How does the text illustrate Rosa Parks’ character? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building Your Paragraph 

Building Your Narrative 

OPENING SENTENCE (Hook!) ______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Who? Where? When? What?______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________	

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

BODY (Details and Examples with transitions)_________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________	

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________	

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________	
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

 

REPEAT BODY PARAGRAPH ABOVE (if needed) 

 

CONCLUDING SENTENCE(S) (lesson learned; theme or message to share)___________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

 

Revising Your Narrative 

1) Underline or highlight all the transitional words and phrases that you used in your narrative 
to help the reader follow the personal story you are writing about. Are there at least 6? If not, 
add more. Could your narrative be even smoother with additional transitions? 

2) Does the connotation of the many of the words you have used support the overall mood and 
tone of your narrative? If not, make appropriate changes. 

 

Writing the Final Draft  

Using your Narrative Builder as a guide, type the final draft of your paragraph in the “Response” 
box provided in the Close Read assignment online.  

Proofread for typing/spelling errors! 

With teacher permission ONLY, you may type your paragraph as a Microsoft Word or Google 
Doc (then print and hand in to your teacher), or write it by hand. 


