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The Cremation of Sam McGee Week 1                                                                                                                        

from “In Pursuit”  

 

Before You Read 

Glossary of Terms 
Refer to these words and definitions to help you understand the introduction and the text. 

WORD OR IDIOM 
 

DEFINITION 
 

eyewitness person who saw something happen 

dynamic active, changing 

last great sweep final movement 

grandeur splendor or impressiveness 

untamed wild 

cremation the process of burning the body of a person who has died 

heed to pay attention to; to consider 

ghastly horrific; frightening 

loathed disliked greatly; was disgusted by 

scowled looked at someone or something with disapproval or anger 

grisly horrifying; causing intense fear 

 

 

Connect to the Text Activity 

Before reading the poem “The Cremation of Sam McGee,” think about a gold rush and why 
people would catch gold fever. Conduct an Internet search if it would help you fill in 
information about a gold rush in the chart below.  

Why do people join a gold rush? 
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What happens in a gold rush? 

 

 

 

 

 
Would you want to join a gold rush? 
Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 
How does the location of a gold rush 
affect the prospectors? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Read 

Annotations 

Read “The Cremation of Sam McGee” (online or in the workbook).  As you read, annotate 
the story.  Use the annotation tool (online) or a highlighter and pen/pencil in the printed 
text.  The following Annotation Guidelines will help you annotate the poem.  

r Highlight at least two sentences or passages that you have questions about. Enter your 
questions as annotations.  

r Highlight at least one passage that connects with something you already know, such as the gold 
rush, cold weather, or making a promise to a friend.  

r Highlight the key characters in the excerpt and use the annotation tool to provide a brief 
description of what you know about them. Think about the setting and the gold rush and the 
effect on the characters. How does making a promise affect the characters?  

r Highlight stanzas that tell you key details about the poem. 
r Highlight vocabulary words and explain what you think the words mean based on how they are 

used in the text. 
r Highlight any additional unfamiliar vocabulary. Use the annotation tool to make predictions 

about the meaning of these unfamiliar terms.  
r Highlight two examples in the poem that surprised you. 
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Think Questions  

Write answers to Think Questions 1-5 (preferably in the online assignment, or in the book if 
directed).  

How to Find the Evidence  

Use the tips in the chart below to help you look for evidence in the text to answer 
the Think questions.  
 

Question         TIP! 

1. Look for sentences that tell describe the Klondike Gold Rush in Canada and Alaska. 

2. What is the promise that Sam asks Cap to make? Why does Cap agree to do what Sam 
wants? 

3. How does the ending make the poem funny? What lines make it funny? 

4. What clues tell you the definition of the word cremate? How does knowing what 
cremate means help you define its other forms? 

5. What is something that is grisly? What makes it grisly? 

 

How to Write Exemplary Responses 

Below is a model response to Question 3.  Copy the answer in the space provided 
online or on your paper. Note the qualities of a complete and well-written response 
as you type/write it.  Then try to model your other responses after this on in terms 
of quality and completeness. 

 

Question 3: This poem has a surprise ending.  Use textual evidence to describe the 
unexpected event at the end of the poem.  How does this unexpected twist add humor in 
the poem? 

Sample Answer:  When Cap opens the furnace door, he sees Sam looking “cool 
and calm.” Sam tells Cap, “Please close that door. / It’s fine in here, but I greatly fear 
you’ll let in the cold and storm . . . / Since I left Plumtree, down in Tennessee, it’s the 
first time I’ve been warm.” The image of Sam sitting happily in the burning furnace is 
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funny, as is his comment that “it’s the first time I’ve been warm.” The stanzas 
leading up to this event were gruesome and creepy, so the surprise of this happy 
ending adds humor, although somewhat grim, to the poem. 

 

 
Skill Lesson 

#1: Poetic Structure 

• Watch the accompanying VOLT available online at: 
http://elaessentials.weebly.com/7th-grade.html 

• Complete the separate Skill Lesson: Poetic Structure activity sheet. 
• Complete and submit the online Skill Lesson on Poetic Structure, which includes 3 

components: 

§ Watch the Skills Concept Definition video 

§ Skim over the Model  

§ Do the “Your Turn” Activity  
 
 

#2: Poetic Elements 

• Watch the accompanying VOLT available online at: 
http://elaessentials.weebly.com/7th-grade.html 

• Complete the separate Skill Lesson: Poetic Elements activity sheet. 
• Complete and submit the online Skill Lesson on Poetic Elements which includes 3 

components: 

§ Watch the Skills Concept Definition video 

§ Skim over the Model  

§ Do the “Your Turn” Activity  
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