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The Cremation of Sam McGee Week 2                                                                                                                        
from “In Pursuit”  

 

Close Read 

 

• Watch the Introduction to the selection again (optional). 

 

• Complete the online Vocabulary activity.  In the “Sample Sentence” 
column, you must write your own sentences with enough detail to show 
that you understand the meaning of the words.  Remember that all 
sentences begin with capital letters and end with punctuation! 

NON-EXAMPLE:  There was a cremation after he died. 

“Cremation” could have several meanings in the above sentence (funeral, 
burial, obituary, etc.).  Add more details so that the meaning of “cremation” 
is unmistakable. 

 

EXAMPLE:  The family of the deceased decided on cremation instead of a 
burial, and they planned to scatter his ashes at sea. 

The details added to this sentence show that cremation is similar to burial, 
meaning a way of disposing of the body after death, and that cremation 
produces ashes (suggesting that the body has been burned). 

 

• Read the poem “The Cremation of Sam McGee a second time.  As you re-
read, add more annotations.   Focus on the poetic structure and poetic 
elements, particularly rhyme, figurative language, imagery, and tone.  Use 
your annotation tool (or highlighter and pen) to jot down notes about 
these.  
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• Write (following are detailed instructions and support) 

 

Writing Prompt 

 

THINK ABOUT THIS: “The Cremation of Sam McGee” tell a story that leads to a 
grim death, and yet it also makes readers laugh about this serious subject. In the 
poem, Sam was sick to death of being cold. To him, being cremated was a cozy 
and comfortable experience.  How does the poem use poetic structure and form 
as well as poetic elements, such as rhyme, figurative language and imagery, and 
tone to produce this contrast?  

 

WRITING PROMPT:  There are times in our lives when everyone has been 
EXTREMELY tired, hungry, cold, scared, or lost. 

Choose an “extreme” experience like the ones mentioned above to write about.  
Think about what it means to you to be any one of those things: cold, tired, 
hungry, scared, or lost.   

Write a narrative which appeals to the five senses and try to capture all the 
contrasts of that experience.  Your narrative may take the form of a narrative 
poem (a ballad like “The Cremation of Sam McGee”) or of a narrative paragraph. 

Either way, your narrative must: 

A. Have a simple plot structure 
B. Contain figurative language and imagery 
C. Express an appropriate tone 

If you are going for a narrative poem, TRY to including rhyming.  It’s ok if not 
every stanza has a perfect rhyme scheme, but it is fun to try! 
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Prewriting 

What “extreme” experience are you choosing to write about? 

 

 

What are some first thoughts and images that come to mind when you brainstorm this 
experience? 

 

 

 Will you write about this experience from your own point of view (first person) or narrating the 
experience of someone else (real or imagined character)? 

 

 

	

Building Your Narrative 

 Drafting of a personal Narrative Poem (or Paragraph) 

a. Plot/Characters 
i. Who? 

 

 

ii. What happens? 
* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 
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         b.      Imagery Brainstorming 

r SIGHT 

 

r SOUND 

 

r TASTE 

 
r TOUCH 

 

r SMELL 

 

Put it all together in a DRAFT of your narrative (poem or paragraph) on a separate 
piece of paper! 
 

Revising Your Narrative 

1) Adjust/refine the rhyme scheme of your narrative poem.  Just because you picked that set of 
rhyming words the first time doesn’t mean you have to stick with it.  Experiment! 

2) WORD CHOICE, WORD CHOICE, WORD CHOICE!  Did you use the most accurate words and 
phrases to convey ideas precisely?  Do you have a variety of figurative language such as similes, 
metaphors, and personification? 

3) Does the structure of your ballad (stanzas) or paragraph clearly show beginning, middle and 
end?  Maybe your narrative is longer than expected needs to be divided into more stanzas or 
shorter paragraphs?  

 

Writing the Final Draft  

From the draft of your narrative, type the final draft of your paragraph in the “Response” box 
provided in the Close Read assignment online.  

Proofread for typing/spelling errors! 

With teacher permission ONLY, you may type your paragraph as a Google Doc (then print and 
hand in to your teacher), or write it by hand. 



7th Grade Language Arts: Sem 1    The Cremation of Sam McGee 

	
 

 

	


