
Access 4
Skill: Arguments and Claims

Match 
As you watch the video on arguments, match each term on the left with the correct description on the right. When
you are done, you will have an accurate summary of the arguments the students make about cats and dogs. 

definition of argument: Dogs can be trained, but that means you have to train
them. 

definition of claim: facts that support claims 

male student's claim: the main idea or thesis of the argument 

female student's claim: a point of view supported by reason 

definition of 
reason and evidence:

Cats don't make a lot of noise, but that's because
they're not as fun and playful as dogs. 

male student's evidence: Dogs are better than cats. 

female student's evidence: Cats are better for cuddling. 

definition of 
counter argument:

Dogs can be trained. 

male student's 
counter argument: 

Cats are better than dogs. 

possible female student's counter argument: the argument of the other side 

*RI.8.3 Delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 



Define 
In each empty box on the left, write the word that is being described on the right. 

the main idea of an argument 

does more than state opinions 

a piece of an argument supported by evidence 

facts, details, examples, or logical reasons from outside sources that
support claims 

*RI.8.3 Delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 

Guided Reading 
As you read the Model about argument and claim in the Gettysburg Address, respond to these questions. You will
use your answers to help you participate in the discussion of the Model. 

who lost their lives.

1. A strong argument needs three main things: a(n) 

that takes a position on a certain topic;  to develop the theme and

show the author's thoughts; and  to support each claim.

2. Irrelevant evidence, such as evidence that shows a personal 

or isn't supported by , makes for a bad argument.

3. The Gettysburg Address was a dedication to 

4. Lincoln begins his speech by reminding listeners of .

5. He claims that the nation was created to value .

6. To support his claim, Lincoln uses evidence from 

.

7. In another claim, Lincoln connects the war to 

.

8. Lincoln's final argument is that the Civil War is 

.


