
Access 4
Skill: Central or Main Idea

Match 
As you watch the video about central or main idea, draw lines to match each phrase on the left with the correct
description on the right.

central or main idea a short statement that covers the most important ideas of a text

informational text a key point the author is trying to make

key detail connected item that gives important information in a text

summary includes any writing that is factual

*SL.7.2 Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue
under study.

Complete a Chart 
For each box in the right column, complete the sentences based on the information described in the box to the left.

The central idea is the most important thing the author is trying to tell you.

To find the main idea you must

Ask yourself what these details have

You can use the main idea and details to

*W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose and audience.



Model Glossary 
Use these explanations of difficult words or expressions to help you read the Model. Add to this list if you find more
unfamiliar words or idioms as you read. 

WORD OR IDIOM DEFINITION

non-native not from those parts

threaten put in danger

authority permission

hotspot where many plant grow

*L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering
a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Guided Reading 
As you read the Model about determining central ideas in “California Invasive Plant Inventory," respond to these
questions. 

*RI.7.2 Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 
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1. The author does not explicitly state the .

2. To understand the main idea you need to find connections among .

3. One set of details in the text focuses on the purpose of the .

4. The central idea could be that the California Invasive Plant Inventory helps protects the 

.

5. The text has three .


