
Access 4
Skill: Figures of Speech

Fill in the Blanks 
As you watch the video about figures of speech, use the word bank to complete the sentences about types of
figures of speech, and what a figure of speech can do. 

1. Figurative language takes words beyond their  meaning.

2. Figurative language includes figures of speech such as ,

, and .

3. Other forms of figurative language include: ,

, , and .

4. Figurative language can add  and .

5. Figurative language also  pictures and changes .

6. Figurative language can help readers understand strong 

in more  language.

WORD BANK

literal idioms paints 

color allusion perspectives 

interest personification emotion 

similes onomatopoeia accessible 

metaphors pun 

*SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social,
commercial, political) behind its presentation.
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Complete a Chart 
In each box in the right column, write what is being personified in the box on the left. Then describe what the
image tells you about the sentence. 

The story demanded my attention. the story / The story was very interesting. 

We listened to the complaints of the dog after it was
put outside. 

the dog / The dog whined like a person complaining. 

Rain and wind slapped our faces. 

The old car groaned as I drove it away. 

The flowers drooped sadly when they weren't watered.

Dry leaves and twigs were gobbled up by the fire. 

The birds argued over the seeds in the birdfeeder. 

*L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering
a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Annotation Guide 
Use the following annotation guidelines to help you annotate the model text for figures of speech. Be sure to make
annotations or highlights to the text to complete each line.

1.Highlight at least two sentences or passages that you have questions about. Enter your questions as
annotations.

2.Highlight the terms, such as types of figures of speech, and use the annotation tool to provide a brief
description of what you know about them.

3.In each example of personification from The Red Badge of Courage, highlight what is being personified.

4.Highlight details in the examples from The Red Badge of Courage where you understand why figurative
language is being used in that place. Make annotations to say how you think personification helps the author
convey meaning in each case. For example, "this flimsy chimney of clay and sticks made endless threats to set
ablaze the whole establishment." Annotation: Personification makes the risk of fire seem worse. It makes it
sound like a fire wouldn't be an accident, because the chimney wants it to happen.

5.Highlight any unfamiliar words. Use the annotation tool to make predictions about the meaning of these
unfamiliar terms.

*RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.


