
Access 2
Skill: Informational Text Structure

Concept Definitions 
As you watch the video on Informational Text Structure, Listen for these key words and use the definitions below to
help you understand the video. 

WORD DEFINITION

text structure the way the facts in a text are organized 

informational writing that presents facts 

unique different from all others 

persuasive text that tries to convince the reader of something 

*L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering
a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.



Fill in the Blanks 
To help you understand different text structures, fill in the blanks in each sentence with one of the terms from the
word bank below. 

WORD BANK

explanatory logical

persuasive understand

unique stories

purpose structure

*L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering
a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
*SL.8.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed
decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data.
*ELD.PI.8.2.Ex - Interacting via written English Engage in longer written exchanges with peers and collaborate on more detailed written texts on a variety of
topics, using technology when appropriate.)

1. The way an author presents the facts is called .

2. The author walks the reader through the point in a , structured way.

3. Structure gives clues to the author's  and the intended audience.

4. Informational texts have a  structure.

5. Real life stories, such as historical texts and some journalism, follow the same structure as .

6.  texts describe something unusual in easily understood steps.

7.  texts convince the reader through an argument and a series of claims, facts or reasons.

8. Paying attention to structure helps you  what you are reading.



Sentence Frames 
Complete these sentences using the information in the Define section. 

*W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
*ELD.PI.8.2.Ex - Interacting via written English Engage in longer written exchanges with peers and collaborate on more detailed written texts on a variety of
topics, using technology when appropriate.
*ELD.PI.10.b.Ex - Writing Write increasing concise summaries of texts and experiences using complete sentences and key words (e.g., from notes or graphic
organizers).

Read and Organize 
Read the first excerpt of Civil War Journal in the Model. Identify the three headings in the excerpt that inform the
reader when the events occurred. Then determine the most important events and details for each heading and
write them down. For example, on April 1861, Alcott wrote, "War declared with the South." Complete the remaining
events for April 1861. Then, complete the second and third sections by writing the date next to "heading" and
important details next to "event."

Heading: April 1861
Event 1: War declared with the South.

*RI.8.5 Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept.
*ELD.PI.8.6.a.Ex - Reading/viewing closely Explain ideas, phenomena, processes, and text relationships (e.g., compare/contrast, cause/effect,
problem/solution) based on close reading of a variety of grade‐ appropriate texts and viewing of multimedia with moderate support.
*ELD.PI.8.7.Ex - Evaluating language choices Explain how well writers and speakers use specific language to present ideas or support arguments and

1. To see if a text has cause and effect structure, ask yourself if the author tries to explain .

2. To see if a text is sequential, ask yourself if the author presents .

3. To see if a text has a comparison and contrast structure, ask yourself if the author is presenting 

information .

4. To see if a text has a problem and solution structure, ask yourself if the author presents .

Event 2: 

Event 3: 

Heading: 

Event 1: 

Event 2: 

Heading: 

Event 1: 

Event 2: 


