
Access 4
Skill: Introductions and Conclusions

Introductions 

The opening paragraph or section of a nonfiction text
Identifies the topic to be discussed and states the writer's claims
Previews the reasons and evidence that will appear in the body of the text
Includes a "hook" that engages the readers and helps them relate to the topic

Conclusions 

The closing paragraph or section of a nonfiction text
Brings the argument to a close
Follows directly from the claim and its supporting details
Restates the claim and summarizes the evidence and research presented
May include a call to action or insightful comment to leave the reader with a thought

Restate the Definition 
Review the bullet points about introductions and conclusions, then define each term in your own words below. Use
complete sentences in your definitions. 

*W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Introduction: 

Conclusion: 



Underline Key Words 
Including the elements of an introduction and a conclusion is an effective way to support your claim and persuade
the reader. Refer to the introductory paragraph in the Student Model below. Find and underline words and phrases
that reflect the following elements of an introduction:

the hook
introduction of the topic
the thesis statement, or claim

How many science-fiction movies have you seen about alien invasions from Mars or elsewhere and the effects
that these alien invaders have had on the people and places on Earth? But as the saying goes, truth is often
stranger than fiction, and today, humans are facing a real alien invasion, except this time the invaders are not
extraterrestrials in the usual sense. They are invasive alien plants and animals that humans have thoughtlessly
introduced into areas where they do not belong. What is the effect of this harmful human activity? Nothing less
than the extinction of many of the world's native wildlife! But what can be done about this growing problem?
Should humans be forced to clean up the mess they started? Or should humans do nothing and let nature take
its course? These are the two sides of the issue. This essay will argue that humans need to take action to solve
the problem of invasive species before it's too late to save our native wildlife. The question is, how? But first,
let's look at the issue.

Look at the sentence below. What element of a conclusion does the author use and what purpose does it have in
the text? 

When we make a mistake, such as releasing a dangerous predator like the Burmese python into the wild, we
must do everything we can to make things right.

 
*RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
*SL.7.2 Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas
clarify a topic, text, or issue under study.



Finish the Sentences 
Complete the sentence frames in preparation for writing your own introduction and conclusion. 

Introduction:

Conclusion:

*W.7.1a Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and address alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.
*W.7.1e Provide a concluding statement or section that follow from and supports the argument presented. 
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The topic of my argument is 

.

My claim is 

.

My “hook" is 

.

One supporting detail I should preview is 

.

One way I could restate my claim is 

.

One way I could summarize the most convincing details is 

.

A compelling insight or question I could leave the reader is 

.


