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SKILL LESSON:  Introductions 
 
What is an introduction and what does it do? 

• The opening of a story, which sets the stage for the events that follow 

• Writers of stories often include elements of exposition in the introduction 

• Should capture the reader's attention, tempting the reader to continue reading 

• A good introduction hooks a reader with precise language and sensory details 

 

Restate the definition of an introduction in your own words 
Review the bullet points about thesis statements and then define what an introduction is in your own words. 
Use complete sentences in your definition.  

Introductions:  ________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________.  
 

Identify Writing Elements  
Including and identifying elements of exposition (setting, characters, and precise language/sensory details) is 
one way you can make sure your narrative introduction responds fully to the essay prompt. Follow the 
instructions to identify elements of exposition in the introduction from "The Monkey's Paw" below. 
 

Elements of Exposition Introduction from "The Monkey's Paw" 
 

1)  Underline with a solid line any description of the 
setting 

2) Underline with a squiggly line any description of 
the characters 

3) Underline with a dotted line any precise language 
and/or sensory details that "hooks" the reader 

 

      
     Without, the night was cold and wet, but in 
the small parlour of Laburnam Villa the blinds 
were drawn and the fire burned brightly. Father 
and son were at chess, the former, who 
possessed ideas about the game involving 
radical changes, putting his king into such 
sharp and unnecessary perils that it even 
provoked comment from the white-haired old 
lady knitting placidly by the fire. 
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Strategies for Starting Off 
Authors may choose to begin their stories featuring one exposition element over another.  Read the possible 
introductions to a short narrative below and decide which of the elements listed below is the main focus of each 
version.  In addition, in each sample introduction, underline all use of precise language and sensory details. 

• A setting introduction mainly focuses on describing the location and atmosphere of the story.  
• An action introduction focuses on an event or something a character does.  
• A character description introduction focuses mostly on describing one or more of the story's characters.  

 
ALL introductions hook the reader with precise language and sensory details! 

 
Sample Introductions Main Focus/ 

Narrative Element 
 
     The park was abandoned when she strolled into it.  Not a soul was to be seen 
in any direction.  The sound of the distant traffic had disappeared as if sucked 
into a vacuum. As the late afternoon sun warmed her back, she breathed in 
deeply through her nostrils, revitalized by the fresh surge of oxygen.  As the 
trees blew in the wind, swaying to some kind of silent spiritual, their branches 
waved at her, welcoming her to their open space.   
 

      

      
     As the late afternoon sun warmed her back, she breathed in deeply through 
her nostrils, revitalized by the fresh surge of oxygen. The years of musty cellars 
and rented out back rooms had constricted her lungs and her life.  She sat down 
on a bench in the park, took in another deep breath, and laughed when the dry, 
dancing leaves tickled her ankles.  “Free!  I’m free!” she kept whispering to 
herself.  She laughed until tears of delight trickled down her prematurely-aged 
cheeks.  Little did she know that the true happiness that she felt would be 
short-lived. 
 

 

      
     The park was abandoned when she arrived.   She sat on a nearby bench and 
glanced at her watch.  As the wind picked up and exposed her boney ankles, 
she tightened the scarf around her neck and pulled it up so that her mouth was 
covered, looked at her watch again, and waited.  Waited. Waited.  It was 
evening when she finally saw him through the harsh darkness.  She gasped for a 
brief second and held her breath, then slowly exhaled.  As their eyes met, she 
knew the direction of her life was about to change. 
 

 

 

Which of the above sample introductions has the strongest hook in your opinion?  Why? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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