
8th Grade Language Arts  Fall Extended Writing Project – Unit 1 

SKILL LESSON:  Narrative Technique and Sequencing 
 
Read the “Define” section of the online Skill Lesson to learn about narrative techniques and sequencing.   

Narrative Techniques: Complete the Chart  
Write the definition and purpose of each narrative technique.  Choose from the options listed underneath 
the chart. 
 
Technique Definition Purpose 

dialogue 
 

  

sequence of events   
 

pacing   
 

description   
 

 
 

Definition Choices Purpose Choices 

§ The speed at which events occur 

§ The order in which events occur 
 

§ Text that explains the features of an object 
setting, or person 

§ What characters say to one another 

§ Used to develop character and move events 
forward in the plot 

 
§ Used to build story details and reveal 

information about characters, setting, or plot 

§ Used to organize the events of the story 

§ Used to create suspense or tension 

 

Narrative Sequencing 
Write the definition of each part of the narrative sequence in your own words.  
 

• Exposition:  

 

• Climax:  

 

• Conclusion:  
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Practice noting narrative techniques and sequencing  
As you re-read the excerpt from "The Monkey's Paw," underline key words or sentences to show when the 
author is using a narrative technique, such as dialogue, description, or pacing. Write notes in the margins to 
the left or right that state HOW these techniques are effective in helping the author to develop the plot.  Find 
and annotate four or more examples of the author using narrative techniques. 
 

NOTES Excerpt from "The Monkey's Paw" NOTES 

 "Did you give him anything for it, father?" inquired Mrs. 
White, regarding her husband closely. 
"A trifle," said he, colouring slightly. "He didn't want it, 
but I made him take it. And he pressed me again to 
throw it away." 
"Likely," said Herbert, with pretended horror. "Why, 
we're going to be rich, and famous, and happy. Wish to 
be an emperor, father, to begin with; then you can't be 
henpecked." 
He darted round the table, pursued by the maligned 
Mrs. White armed with an antimacassar. 
Mr. White took the paw from his pocket and eyed it 
dubiously. "I don't know what to wish for, and that's a 
fact," he said slowly. "It seems to me I've got all I 
want." 
"I wish for two hundred pounds," said the old man 
distinctly. 
A fine crash from the piano greeted the words, 
interrupted by a shuddering cry from the old man. His 
wife and son ran toward him. 
"It moved," he cried, with a glance of disgust at the 
object as it lay on the floor. "As I wished it twisted in 
my hands like a snake." 
"Well, I don't see the money," said his son, as he picked 
it up and placed it on the table, "and I bet I never shall." 
"It must have been your fancy, father," said his wife, 
regarding him anxiously. 
He shook his head. "Never mind, though; there's no 
harm done, but it gave me a shock all the same." 
They sat down by the fire again while the two men 
finished their pipes. Outside, the wind was higher than 
ever, and the old man started nervously at the sound of 
a door banging upstairs. A silence unusual and 
depressing settled upon all three, which lasted until the 
old couple rose to retire for the night. 

 

 

Plan the narrative techniques and sequencing for your narrative 
Complete the sentence frames in preparation for creating your narrative outline. Use your completed 
answers to draft a plan, which you can refer to later when writing the rising action of your suspenseful 
narrative.  
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The events contained in the rising action of my suspenseful narrative include ________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________. 

The events in my rising action are best organized by _____________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________. 

I am going to use dialogue to _______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________. 

I am going to use pacing to _________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________. 

These techniques will help me bring my rising action to the climax because__________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________.   
 
  
 


