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SKILL LESSON:  Sources and Citations 
 

SOURCES AND CITATIONS 

Read the “Definition” section of the online Skill Lesson and fill in the blanks with the missing 
words. 
 

____________________ are the documents and information that an author uses to 
research his or her writing. Some sources are ____________________________, or first-
hand accounts of information or events by someone who experienced them; others 
are _________________________, which analyze and interpret primary 
sources. _______________________ give information about the sources an author used 
in his or her writing are required whenever authors quote others’ words or refer to 
others’ ideas in their writing. Citations let readers know who originally came up with 
those words and ideas. 

 
 
TRUE/FALSE 
Read the “Model” section of the online Skill Lesson on Sources and Citations.  Then indicate 
whether the following statements about sources and citations are true or false. 
 
___________ Only primary sources must be credible and accurate. 
 
___________  Quotation marks must be used every time a writer borrows exact words from another  
  source. 
___________  The title of the source goes in parentheses at the end of the citation. 
 
___________  Citations are not necessary when a writer paraphrases ideas from another source in his or  
  her own words. 
___________  Quotes must never begin mid-sentence. 
 
___________ Diaries, journals, interviews and letters are all examples of primary sources. 
 
 
 
PRACICING USING SOURCES AND CITATIONS IN YOUR ESSAY  

Anytime a writer uses words from another source exactly as they are written, these words must 
appear in quotations.  There are two ways to cite a source.   
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The first way involves a parenthesis at the end of the sentence indicating the last name of the 
author of the source material: 

She said she "felt proud and sad at the same time. Proud that I lived in a country that 
would go this far to bring justice to a Little Rock girl like me, but sad that they had to go 
to such great lengths” (Beals). 

 
Another way to credit the author is to include the author's name in the main part of the 
sentence that you write.  Then it would only be necessary to indicate the page number in a 
parenthesis at the end of the sentence if there is one: 

Beals said she, "felt proud and sad at the same time. Proud that I lived in a country that 
would go this far to bring justice to a Little Rock girl like me, but sad that they had to go 
to such great lengths." 

 

Now it is your turn.  Choose a source that you are using the words from in your own essay and 
practice writing it both ways as indicated above. 

With a parenthesis at the 
end of the sentence 
indicating the last name of 
the author of the source 
material 

 

 

Include the author's name 
in the main part of the 
sentence that you write 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    
 


