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SKILL LESSON:  Sources and Citations 
 

SOURCES AND CITATIONS 

Basic Definition 

Sources are the documents and information that an author uses to research or support his 
or her writing. A primary source is a firsthand account of thoughts or events by the 
individual who experienced or witnessed them. A secondary source analyzes and 
interprets a primary source. 

Citations are notes that give information about the sources an author used in his or her 
writing. Citations are needed any time you quote words from another author or refer to 
their ideas in writing. 

 
 
TRUE/FALSE 
Read the “Definition” section of the online Skill Lesson on Sources and Citations.  Then indicate 
whether the following statements about sources and citations are true or false. 
 
___________  Citations are only needed when you include an exact quotation from another author in your  
  own writing. 
___________  Writers don’t need to worry about including information from relevant, accurate, and  
  reliable sources in their writing. 
___________  It is fine to paraphrase, that is, restate the researched information, in your own words, but  
  you still need to cite the original source of the information 
___________  It is ok to make up information or rely entirely on your own subjective experiences or  
  opinions when writing an informative or explanatory essay. 
___________  To avoid plagiarism, writers should keep track of all their sources and readings and provide  
  them in end notes or a Works Cited section when required. 
 
 
ACTIVITY: HOW TO INTRODUCE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE IN YOUR ESSAY  

Let’s take a closer look at the model for an example of how to include the information from sources in 
your essay.  

According to Ahmedi, although she	wore a prosthetic leg, she “hardly felt the exertion” because of her 
“desperation.” It gave her “energy” and made her “forget the rigor of the climb.” 

A)  Is it clear who the author of the source is?  ___________ 
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B)  Have quotation marks been used to indicate the inclusion of an author’s exact words? ____________ 

C)  Is there any part of the citation that is paraphrased?  If so, which part? _________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Check Your Own Essay 

Select a quote or some information from a text that you have included in the draft of your essay as a 
supporting detail or textual evidence.  Write/copy it below: 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Who is the author? Is the author clearly identified in the way you have presented the quote or 
information in your writing?  If not, add the author information in now. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Is your source quoted or paraphrased or both?  How will a reader know? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

    
 


