
7th Grade Language Arts  Fall Extended Writing Project – Unit 1 

SKILL LESSON:  Supporting Details 
 

SUPPORTING DETAILS 

Definition in your own words: _____________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TRUE/FALSE 
Supporting details can be… 
___________ Research related to the main idea or thesis 
___________ The writer’s feelings about a different idea 
___________ Quotations from texts or sources 
___________ Facts important for understanding the topic 
___________ Small pictures or sketches about the topic 
 
 
ACTIVITY: HOW TO INCORPORATE SUPPORTING DETAILS IN YOUR ESSAY  

1. You may incorporate supporting details right into the sentence with the use of quotation 
marks, but your quote from the text must make sense in the context of the sentence.  

Quoted example:   As a consequence, many miners became “engaged on schemes to fleece the 
unsuspecting” newcomers out of their money. 

2. You may also incorporate supporting details by stating the idea or event in your own words.  
The paraphrased portion must make sense in the context of the sentence or paragraph. 

Paraphrased example:  By the time Ahmedi and her mother made it to the border, Pakistan had 
closed its gates to refugees. Ahmedi and her mother were now stranded in the desert. The situation was 
desperate. But Ahmedi was determined, so she learned the secret to getting across the border.It was to 
bribe the guards, but Ahmedi and her mother had no money. Fortunately, Ahmedi made friends with 
another family. The father, Ghulam Ali, had learned about a smuggler’s pass over the mountains. He 
agreed to take Ahmedi and her mother through the pass, even though they were strangers. 

3.  Many writers like to use tags like the ones listed below to introduce their supporting details.  

For example, 
For instance, 
When the author states, “....,” it is evident that … 
An example of this occurs when the main character says, “...”  
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The author/narrator illustrates this point when she explains that…  
Toward the end of the story, [Name] says, “...” 
As author/narrator points out, 
In the words of ...  

 

Return to the model essay for this writing project.  Re-read the student writing.  Underline or highlight ALL of 
the supporting details that the writer included in the essay.  Check to see that all of the details are relevant to 
the authors thesis and that they support the writer’s main idea(s).  What percentage of the model essay 
would you say is built on supporting details?  Answer: _______ 

 
Worth the Risk 

 It is impossible to know what drives people to take risks, but people do crazy, often dangerous, things 
when they undertake a mission. For example, Stanley Pearce walked thirty miles through the snow to stake a 
mining claim. Farah Ahmedi climbed a mountain on a prosthetic leg to reach freedom. Annie Johnson started a 
business from nothing but an idea so that she could support her children and not have others care for them. 
These real people had different reasons for doing what they did. Pearce wanted to strike it rich, while Ahmedi and 
Johnson were determined to survive desperate circumstances; however, all three shared an ability to endure 
hardship to accomplish their goals.  
 Call of the Klondike by David Meissner and Kim Richardson is a true account of the Klondike Gold Rush. 
The text is based on primary sources, including the diary of Stanley Pearce, a gold miner. The authors describe 
the hardships that Pearce and other miners faced to pursue their dream of striking it rich. After sixty-eight miners 
arrived in Seattle, Washington, in 1897, weighed down with bags of precious gold dust, gold fever erupted. 
According to Meissner and Richardson, Pearce wrote that “every man who could raise the necessary funds for a 
year’s grub stake was rushing...to start by the next boat for the promised land, where the dreams of all should be 
realized.” Pearce’s diaries reveal that the Klondike was not the	“promised land” after all. The climate was harsh, 
and the gold was not plentiful. As a consequence, many miners became “engaged on schemes to fleece the 
unsuspecting” newcomers out of their money. Others were so desperate that they responded to rumors of gold by 
stampeding. Pearce describes one stampede that cost people their lives because they were not prepared for the 
frigid weather. Pearce’s own fate is not clear, but he grew wiser from his experiences.  
 Unlike Stanley Pearce, who voluntarily went to the Klondike in search of fortune, Farah Ahmedi and her 
mother found themselves in a dire situation through no fault of their own. They were Afghans living in a war-torn 
city, and their only hope was to escape to Pakistan. By the time Ahmedi and her mother made it to the border, 
Pakistan had closed its gates to refugees. Ahmedi and her mother were now stranded in the desert. The situation 
was desperate. But Ahmedi was determined, so she learned the secret to getting across the border.It was to 
bribe the guards, but Ahmedi and her mother had no money. Fortunately, Ahmedi made friends with another 
family. The father, Ghulam Ali, had learned about a smuggler’s pass over the mountains. He agreed to take 
Ahmedi and her mother through the pass, even though they were strangers. The path was dark and steep. 
According to Ahmedi, although she	wore a prosthetic leg, she “hardly felt the exertion” because of her 
“desperation.” It gave her “energy” and made her “forget the rigor of the climb.” Ahmedi learned a different lesson 
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from that of Stanley Pearce. She discovered that even during a crisis, there were kind people like Ghulam Ali. He 
not only helped save Ahmedi’s life, but he also gave her hope in humanity.                                                                   
 Like Farah Ahmedi, Annie Johnson was a woman with a family and a fierce survival instinct. As a 
divorced African American woman with two children, Annie Johnson found herself in need of a job. As her 
granddaughter Maya Angelou explained in “New Directions,” Johnson “decided to step off the road and cut me a 
new path.” Instead of taking a job as a domestic or trying to get a job as a factory worker, Johnson devised an 
elaborate plan to cook meals for local mill and factory workers. Johnson’s job was hard, and “business was slow,” 
but she was determined to succeed in her mission. That meant “on balmy spring days, blistering summer noons, 
and cold, wet, and wintry middays,” Johnson “never disappointed her customers.” She planned her business 
carefully, and over time it grew into a successful store. Angelou credited her grandmother’s drive	and resolve for 
carrying her through hard times. She also suggested that Johnson’s ability to handle only “unpalatable” choices 
with grace was the key to achieving her goals.                                                                                                         
 Pearce, Ahmedi, and Johnson all pursued their goals relentlessly and with good humor and grace, even 
when their situations became desperate. Pearce kept his common sense while others around him turned to 
schemes. Ahmedi managed to escape from a war-torn country. When she could not buy her way out of the 
situation, she found help from a compassionate man. Johnson became a successful businesswoman only after 
years of hard work. Each was driven to undertake a mission to become wealthy, to escape a war, to raise a family 
with dignity. Each had different levels of success, but all three learned from their experiences and passed the 
lessons along to those who came after them. We would all do well to learn from them.  
 


