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SKILL LESSON:  Thesis Statement 
 
Thesis Statement 

• The most important sentence in an informative/explanatory essay 

• Tells what the essay's topic is 

• Tells the main idea, or what the writer will say about the essay's topic 

• Usually appears in the first paragraph of the essay 

• Is supported in the rest of the essay's paragraphs with facts, evidence, and examples 

 

Restate the Definition 
Review the bullet points about thesis statements and then define what a thesis statement is in your own 
words. Use complete sentences in your definition.  

Thesis statement:  _____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________.  
 

Underline Key Words 
 
Using key words and phrases from the essay prompt in your thesis statement is one way you can make sure 
your thesis statement responds fully to the essay prompt. Find and underline words and phrases used in the 
thesis statement work space that are also used in the essay prompt. 

Essay Prompt Thesis Statement “Work Space” 

Think about the selections you 
have read that involve life-
changing experiences. Write an 
informative essay in which you 
explain how three individuals 
in three of the excerpts you 
have read faced life-changing 
experiences, and analyze the 
impact of these changes on 
their lives and countries. 

This idea of life-changing experiences that brought about 
change is explored in the memoir Warriors Don't Cry by 
Melba Pattillo Beals, the autobiography I Never Had It 
Made by Jackie Robinson, and the article "The Father of 
Chinese Aviation" by Rebecca Maksel. Melba Patillo Beals, 
Jackie Robinson, and Feng Ru all faced life-changing 
experiences, and in doing so, changed their countries. 
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Finish the Sentences 
Complete the sentence frames in preparation for writing your own thesis statement. Then use your 
completed answers to help you complete the fill in the blank thesis statement below.  

The main idea of my essay is…  

 

 

 

The people I want to write about relate to my main idea because…  

 

 

 

  
 

 

Complete the Fill in the Blank Thesis Statement 
Use the fill in the blank thesis statement below to construct your own thesis statement. Complete the 
missing parts of the fill in the blank thesis with the information you plan to write about in your own essay.  

Fill in the blank thesis: __________________________, _________________________, and 
____________________________ all experienced life-changing events that impacted their 
___________________________________________________________________________. 

 

 


