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SKILL LESSON:  Transitions 
 
What is are transitions in narrative writing and what do they do? 

• Words or phrases that help carry a thought from one sentence to another, from one idea to 
another, or from one paragraph to another 

• Can turn disconnected, "choppy" writing into a unified whole that flows smoothly from one point 
or event to another 

• Can help readers understand how certain events are related and work together in a story 

• In narrative stories, usually take the form of time order words and phrases that show the 
relationship between events 

• Can also signal a change in the setting 

 

Restate the definition of transitions in your own words 
Review the bullet points above and then define what transitions are in your own words. Use complete 
sentences in your definition.  

Transitions:  ________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________.  
 

Identify Elements of Writing 
Including and identifying transitions is one way you can make sure your narrative responds fully to the essay 
prompt. Find and underline all transitional words and phrases used in the excerpt from "The Monkey's Paw" 
to improve your understanding of how writers include transitions in their narratives to enhance the reader's 
understanding of how ideas are linked throughout a text. 
 

Elements of Transition Excerpt from "The Monkey's Paw" 
• link sentences and paragraphs 

together smoothly 

• can be used to show 
relationships between 
character experiences and story 
events 

• can indicate the passage of 
time, sequence of events, or to 

In the huge new cemetery, some two miles distant, the old 
people buried their dead, and came back to a house steeped in 
shadow and silence. It was all over so quickly that at first they 
could hardly realize it, and remained in a state of expectation 
as though of something else to happen—something else which 
was to lighten this load, too heavy for old hearts to bear. 
But the days passed, and expectation gave place to 
resignation—the hopeless resignation of the old, sometimes 
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show differences between 
characters or events 

 

miscalled, apathy. Sometimes they hardly exchanged a word, 
for now they had nothing to talk about, and their days were 
long to weariness. 
It was about a week after that the old man, waking suddenly in 
the night, stretched out his hand and found himself alone. The 
room was in darkness, and the sound of subdued weeping 
came from the window. He raised himself in bed and listened. 
 

 
 
Apply the skill of transitions to your own writing 
Read the draft of your narrative aloud to another student or willing adult to check for clarity and flow.  Then 
answer the following questions: 

1) Do the transitions effectively link sentences or ideas together? 

 

 

2) What kind of changes in the story do your transitions indicate? Does time pass within the paragraph? 
Does the setting change? Is there a sequence of events being described? 

 

 

 

Identify several places where you can improve the story by adding transitions of time or revising the 
transitional language.  Mark them with a * in your draft and indicate what you will add or revise below.  

I WILL ADD THESE WORDS OR PHRASES HOW WILL THIS IMPROVE YOUR STORY? 
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