
Access 2
Skill: Organize Argumentative Writing

Organizational Structure Glossary 
While reading the Define section, refer to these definitions to help you better understand the text. 

argumentative writing writing designed to persuade readers to accept the writer's thesis
statement, or claim

organizational structure a logical and convincing structure a writer uses to present his or her
reasons and relevant evidence

compare and contrast a structure that tells how two or more things are alike and different

order of importance a structure that presents the most important details first, and less
important details later

problem and solution a structure that describes a problem and offers solutions to solve the
problem

cause and effect a structure that shows how one event can cause and influence another

chronological a structure that tells about events in the order in which they occurred;
also called sequential structure

*RI.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of
a specific word choice on meaning and tone.
*L.7.4c Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify
its precise meaning or its part of speech.
*ELD.PI.7.6.c.Ex - Reading/viewing closely Use knowledge of morphology (e.g., affixes, roots, and base words), context, reference materials, and visual cues
to determine the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words on familiar and new topics.



Complete a Chart 
In each box in the right column, write the action or concept described in the box to the left. The first one has been
done for you as an example. 

presenting information in a logical and convincing way
that best suits the argument

choosing an organizational structure

to persuade readers to accept the writer's thesis
statement, or claim

the facts, examples, statistics, and quotations found
during research

helps readers understand which organizational
structure is being used

helps to determine the most persuasive way to present
ideas and evidence

helps to organize information within a specific section
or paragraph; can be used for specific information, but
does not affect the overall organization

*W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
*ELD.PI.7.2.Ex - Interacting via written English Engage in longer written exchanges with peers and collaborate on more detailed written texts on a variety of
topics, using technology when appropriate.



Understand Cue Words 
Read each cue word or phrase in the word bank below. Then decide which text structure each cue word or phrase
indicates. Write the cue word or phrase in the correct column. 

as a result first most so therefore

both like next solution though

finally mainly now solve why

Compare and
contrast

Order of
importance

Problem and
solution

Cause-effect Chronological
order

*RI.7.5 Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas.
*ELD.PII.7.1.Ex - Understanding text structure Apply growing understanding of how different text types are organized to express ideas (e.g., how a narrative
is organized sequentially with predictable stages versus how arguments are structured logically around reasons and evidence) to comprehending texts and
writing texts with increasing cohesion
*ELD.PII.7.2.b.Ex - Understanding cohesion Apply growing understanding of how ideas, events, or reasons are linked throughout a text using a variety of
connecting words or phrases (e.g., for example, as a result, on the other hand) to comprehending texts and writing texts with increasing cohesion.
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