
8th Grade Language Arts  Fall Extended Writing Project – Unit 1 

SKILL LESSON:  Organize Narrative Writing 
 
Organizational Structure in Narrative  

The purpose of narrative text is to entertain the reader or present a story. Therefore, narrative 
text often uses a text structure that includes a beginning, a middle, and an end of a story. It is 
the writer’s job to strategically place and develop each of the following features of narrative 
writing within that basic structure: 

• Establish the scene/setting  

• Establish the conflict that forces the characters to take action 

• Establish the narrator, the voice of the story, and the narrator’s point of view 

• Develop major characters through actions, thoughts, and dialogue 

• Increase the tension/suspense 

• Resolve the conflict (or end in a cliffhanger) 

 

Activity 

Read the excerpt in the model from Cujo. As you read, choose the best structural element (listed on the 
next page) to write in the right column that describes the effect that the excerpt in the left-hand column 
has on the plot. Remember that a writer may use flashbacks in a narrative. 
 

"She reached the front of the hood and started to cross in front of 
the Pinto, and that was when she heard a new sound. A low, thick 
growling." 

 

"For a moment she couldn't and she was suddenly terrified, not by 
the sound itself, but by its seeming directionlessness. It was 
nowhere. It was everywhere." 

 

"She took a tentative step backward, her right hand resting lightly on 
the Pinto's low hood, her nerves on tripwires as thin as filaments, not 
panicked but in a state of heightened alertness, thinking: It didn't 
growl before. 

 

"Cujo came out of Joe Camber's garage. Donna stared at him, feeling 
her breath come to a painless and yet complete stop in her throat. It 
was the same dog. It was Cujo. But—" 

 

"They were red and rheumy. They were leaking some viscous 
substance. The dog seemed to be weeping gummy tears. His tawny 
coat was caked and matted with mud and— Blood. is that…" 
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CHOICES FOR RIGHT-HAND COLUMN: 

A. reveals that the woman in the scene has encountered the source of the sound before 
B. heightens the tension further 
C. establishes the scene and introduces a conflict 
D. established tension in the scene 
E. characters are introduced to the reader 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


