
Access 2
Skill: Supporting Details

Glossary 
Use the chart to clarify vocabulary as you read the Define section of the lesson. 

Word or phrase What it means

supporting details reasons and relevant information that support a writer's claim

reasons statements that answer the question "Why?" and support the
claim

relevant evidence facts, statistics, definitions, quotations from experts, observations
from eyewitnesses, and examples that support the writer's claim;
evidence is relevant only if it supports the claim and helps build
the argument

research the act of looking for sources that provide evidence to support a
claim

credibility the quality of being trusted or believed

convincing able to get others to believe something; convincing

credible believable, trusted

relevant related to the text; a fact that supports a claim and helps build
the argument

irrelevant not related to the text; a fact that does not support a claim or
help to build the argument

*RI.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings.
*L.6.4c Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify
its precise meaning or its part of speech.
*ELD.PI.6.6.c.Ex - Reading/viewing closely Use knowledge of morphology (e.g., affixes, roots, and base words), context, reference materials, and visual cues
to determine the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words on familiar and new topics.



Complete the Sentence Frames 
Fill in the sentence frames. Then use your answers to explain to a partner why it is important to use relevant
supporting details in literary analysis. 

*W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
*ELD.PI.6.2.Ex - Exchanging information/ideas Engage in longer written exchanges with peers and collaborate on more detailed written texts on a variety of
topics, using technology when appropriate.
*ELD.PI.6.6.a.Ex - Reading/viewing closely Explain ideas, phenomena, processes, and text relationships (e.g., compare/contrast, cause/effect,
problem/solution) based on close reading of a variety of grade-level texts and viewing of multimedia with moderate support.

Fill in the Blanks 
Read the steps for finding relevant supporting details. Fill in the blanks. 

Step 1:

Step 2:

Step 3:

Ask yourself the following questions to help you evaluate the relevance of your claim:

*W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
*SL.6.1d Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing. 

Research helps a writer to  and

.

If the writer can't find enough evidence that supports the claim, then he or she 

.

Without solid supporting evidence, the writer .

If a detail does not  or

, it is irrelevant and should not be used.

Review your .

Ask: What am I trying to  ?

Ask what the reader needs to know about the .

Evaluate each detail before you use it to make sure it is  and .

• Does this information help the reader ?

• Does this information ?

• Does this information help ?

• Do I have ?


