
Access 4
Skill: Theme

Match 
As you watch the video about theme, draw lines to match each word on the left with the correct description on the
right. 

theme to establish the theme of a work by finding clues in the text

infer a key point the author is trying to make, which is not typically
stated

moral a category of literature, such as fiction, poetry, or drama

genre a theme usually stated explicitly at the end of a fable

*SL.7.2 Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas
clarify a topic, text, or issue under study.

Fill in the Sentences 
Using the information about theme(s), complete the sentences. 

fiction, poetry, or drama.

of a story, poem, or drama.

*W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

1. Theme is the  an author expresses in a work of

2. The theme of most fables .

3. When readers try to infer the theme of a story, novel, poem, or play, 

.

4. A topic is often summed up in a word or two, while a theme is usually stated 

.

5. In order to infer the theme, or themes, of a text,  all elements



Guided Reading 
As you read the Model about determining the theme in The Miracle Worker, respond to these questions. 

*RI.7.2 Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.
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1. To determine the theme, look for .

2. What clues in the stage directions and dialogue help to determine the theme(s) in this excerpt? 

3. How does the setting of the play's action relate to the theme? 

4. How does the conflict between Helen's parents and her teacher relate to the theme? 

5. How does the stage direction pertaining to locks and keys relate to the theme? 


